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DECLARATION 


Of the People of Teras in General Convention 
assembled. | 


oo 


WHEREAS, General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna 
and other Miltary Chieftains have, by force of arms, 
overthrown the Federal Institutions of Mexico, and 
dissolved the Social Compact which existed between 
Texas and the other Members of the Mexican Confe- 
deracy—Now, the good People of Texas, availing 
themselves of their natural rights, 


SOLEMNLY DECLARE— 


ist. That they have taken up arms in defence of their 
Rights and Liberties, which were threatened by the en- 
croachments of military despots, and in defence of the 
Republican Principles of the Federal Constitution of 
Mexico of eighteen hundred and twenty-four. 

2d. That Texas is no longer, morally or civilly, bound 
by the Compact of Union; yet, stimulated by the gene- 
rosity and sympathy common to a free people, they offer 
their support and assistance to such of the Members of 
the Mexican Confederacy as will take up arms against 
military despotism. 

3d. That they do not acknowledge, that the present 
authorities of the nominal Mexican Republic have the 
right to govern within the limits of Texas. 

4th. That they will not cease to carry on war against 
the said authorities, whilst their troops are within the 
limits of Texas. 

Sth. That they hold it to be their right, during the 
disorganization of the Federal System and the reign of 
despotism, to withdraw from the Union, to establish an 
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independent Government, or to adopt such measures as 
they,may deem best calculated to protect their rights 
and liberties; but that they will continue faithful to the 
Mexican Government so long as that nation is governed 
by the Constitution and Laws that were formed for the 
government of the Political Association. 

6th. That Texas is responsible for the expenses of her 
Armies now in the field. ! 

7th. That the public faith of Texas is pledged for the 
payment of any debts contracted by her Agents. 

Sth. That she will reward by donations in Land, all 
who volunteer their services in her present struggle, and 
receive them as Citizens. 

These DecLaraTions we solemnly avow to the world, 
and call GOD to witness their truth and sincerity; and 
invoke defeat and disgrace upon our heads, should we 


prove guilty of duplicity. 


c—— Ee 


Plan and Powers of the Provisional Government of Teras: 


ARTICLE I- 


That there shall be, and there is hereby created, a Pro- 
visional Government for Texas, which shall consist of a 
Governor, a Lieutenant-Governor, and a General Coun- 
cil, to be elected from this body, one member from each 
Municipality, by the majority of each separate Delega- 
tion present; and the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor 


shall be elected by this body. | ! 
| 


ARTICLE II. 

The Lieutenant-Governor shall be President of the 

Council, and perform the duties of Governor in case of 

death, absence, or from other inability of the Governor, 

during which time a President **pro tem." shall be ap- 

pointed to perform the duties of the Lieutenant-Govern- 
nor in Council. 


ARTICLE IIl. 


The duties of the General Council shall be, to devise 
ways and means, to advise and assist the Governor in 
the discharge of his functions: they shall pass no laws 
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except such as, in their opinion, the emergency of the 
country requires—ever keeping in view the Army in the 
field, and the means necessary for its comfort and sup- 
port: they shall pursue the most effective and energetic 
measures to rid the country of her enemies, and place 
her in the best possible state of defence: two-thirds of 
the members elect of the General Council shall form a 
quorum to do business; and in order that no vacancy 
shall happen in the Council, if any member, from death 
or other casualty, shall be incapacitated to act, the Go- 
vernor shall immediately, on information thereof, notify 
the member elected to fill the place; and on his default, 
any member who has been elected to this body from the 
same jurisdiction. The Governor and Council shall be 
authorized to contract for loans, not to exceed one million 
of Dollars, and to hypothecate the Public Lands and 
pledge the faith of the Country for the security of the 
payment: that they have power to impose and regulate 
{mpost and Tonnage Duties, and provide for their collec- 
tion under such regulations as may be most expedient. 
They shall have power, and it is hereby made the duty 
of the Governor and Council, to treat with the several 
tribes of Indians concerning their Land Claims, and if 
possible, to secure their friendship. - 

They shall establish Post-Offices and Post-Roads and 
regulate the rates of postage, and appoint a Postmaster- 
General, who shall have competent power for conducting’ 
this Department of the Provisional Government, under 
such rules and regulations as the Govefhor and Council 
may prescribe : they shall have power to grant pardons, 
remit fines, and to hear and judge all cases usual in high 
Courts of Admiralty, agreeably to the Law of Nations. 

They shall have power to appoint their own Secretary 
and other officers of their own body; also, that they have 
the power to create and fill such offices as they may 
deem proper: provided, nevertheless, that this power does 
not extend to officers heretoféte, rejected by this House. 

That the Governor and Gogsicil have power to orga- 
nize; reduce, or increase the regular forces, as they may 
deem the emergencies of the Country require. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Governor, for the time being, and during the ex- 
1* 
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istence of the Provisional Government, shall be clothed : 
with full and ample executive powers, and shall be 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and of all 
the military forces of Texas, by sea and land; and he 
shall have full power by himself, by and with the con- 
sent of the Council, and by his proper commander or 
other officer or officers, from time to time, to train, in- 
Struct, exercise and govern the Militia and Navy; and 
for the special defence and safety of the country, to as- 
semble in martial array, and put in warlike attitude the 
inhabitants thereof; and tolead and conduct them by 
his proper officers, and with them to encounter, repel, 
resist and pursue by force of arms, as well by sea and 
by land, within or without the limits of Texas; and, 
also, to destroy, if necessary, and conquer by all proper 
means and enterprizes whatsoever, all and every such 
person or persons as shall at any time, in a hostile 
manner, attempt or enterprize the destruction of our 
liberties, or the invasion, detriment, or annoyance of the 
country; and by his proper officers, use and exercise 
over the: Army and Navy, and the Militia in actual 
service, the Law Martial 1n time of war, invasion or re- 
bellion; and to take and surprise by all honorable ways 
and means consistent with the Law of Nations, all and 
every such person or persons, with their ships, arms, 
ammunition and goods as shall, in a hostile manner, in- 
vade or attempt the invading or annoying our adopted 
country ; and that the Governor be clothed with all these 
and all other powers which may be thought necessary 
by the dunes ome calculated to aid and protect 
e 


the country from her enemies. 


ARTICLE V. 


There shall be constituted a Provisional Judiciary in 
each jurisdiction represented, or which may hereafter 
be represented in this House, to consist of two judges, 
a first and second, the lad to act only in the absence or 
inability of the first, a «nominated by the Council 
and commissioned by thüliGovernor. 


ARTICLE VI. 


Every Judge, so nominated and commissioned, shall 
have jurisdiction over all crimes and misdemeanors re- 
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cognized and known to the common law of England: 
he shall have power to grant writs of **habeas corpus" 
in all cases known and practised, to and tinder the same 
laws; he shall have power to grant. writs of sequestra- 
tion, attachment, or arrest, in all cases established by 
the “Civil Code" and “Code of Practice" of the State 
of Louisiana, to be regulated by the forms thereof; shall 
possess full testamentary powers in all cases; and shall 
also be made a Court of Records for conveyances which 
may be made in English, and not on stamped paper; 
and that the use of stamped paper be, in all cases, dis- 
pensed with; and shall be the ** Notary Public? for their 
respective Municipalities: all office fees shall be regu- 
lated by the Governor and Council. All other civil pro- 
ceedings at law shall be suspended until the Governor 
and General Council shall otherwise direct. Each Mu- 
nicipality shall continue to elect a sheriff, alcalde and 
other officers of Ayuntamientos. 


ARTICLE VII. 


All trials shall be by jury, and in criminal cases the 
proceedings shall be regulated and conducted upon the 
principles of the common law of England; and the pe- 
nalties prescribed by said law, in case of conviction, 
shall be inflicted, unless the offender shall be pardoned, 
or fine remitted; for which purpose a reasonable time 
shall be allowed to every convict to make application to 
the Governor and Council. 

ARTICLE VIII. i 

The officers of the Provisional Government, except 
such as are elected by this House, or the people, shall 
be appointed by the General Council, and all officers 
shall be commissioned by the Governor. 


ARTICLE IX. 


All Commissions to officers shall be, “in the name of 
the People, free and sovereign," and signed by the Go- 
vernor and Secretary; and all pardons and remissions 
of fines granted, shall be signed in the same manner. 


ARTICLE X. 
Every officer and member of the Provisional Govern- 
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ment, before entering upon the duties of his office, shall: 
take and subscribe the following oath of office: “TI, A. 

B., do solemnly swear, (or affirm) that I will support the 

republican principles of the Constitution of Mexico of 
1824, and obey the Declarations and Ordinances of the 

Consultation of the chosen Delegates of all Texas in 

General Convention assembled, and the Ordinances and 

Decrees of the Provisional Government; and I will faith- 

fully perform and execute the duties of my office agreea- 

bly to law, and to the best of my abilities, so help me 

God.” | 


ARTICLE XI. 


On charges and specifications being made against 
any officer of the Provisional Government for malfea- 
sance or misconduct in office, and presented to the Go- 
vernor and Council, a fair and. impartial trial shall be 
granted, to be conducted before the General Council; 
and if, in the opinion of two-thirds of the members, 
cause sufficient be shown, he shall be dismissed from 
office by the Governor. 


ARTICLE XII. 


'The Governor and Council shall organize and enter 
upon their duties immediately after the adjournment of 
this House, and hold their sessions at such times and 
places as, in their opinion, will give the most energy and 
effect to the objects of the people, and to the perform- 
ance of the duties assigned to them. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


The General Council shall appoint a Treasurer, 
whose duties shall be clearly defined by them, and who 
shall give approved security for their faithful performance. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Thatali Land Commissions, Empressarios, Surveyors, 
or persons in any wise concerned in the location of Land, 
be ordered, forthwith, to cease their operations during 
the agitated and unsettled state of the country, and con- 
tinue to desist from further locations until the Land Of- 
fices can be properly systematized by the competent au- 
thorities which may be hereafter established ; that fit and 
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suitable persons be appointed to take charge of all the 
archives belonging to the different Land Offices, and de- 
posite the same in safe places, secure from the ravages 
of fire or devastations of enemies; and that the-persons 
so appointed be fully authorized to carry the same into 
effect, and be required to take and sign triplicate sche- 
dules of all the books, papérs and documents found in 
the several Land Offices, one of which shall be given to 
the Governor and Council, one left in the hands of the 
officers of the Land Office, the other to be retained by 
the said persons: and they are enjoined to hold the said 
papers and documents in safe custody, subject only to 
the orders of the Provisional Government, or such com- 
petent authority as may hereafter be created. And the 
said persons shall be three from each Department as 
Commissioners to be forthwith appointed by this House, 
to carry this Resolution into full effect, and report thereof 
to the Governor and Council; that the political chiefs 
immediately cease their functions. "The different Ar- 
chives of th different primary Judges, Alcaldes and 
other munic’.,al officers of the various jurisdictions shall 
be handed over to their successors in office, immediately 
after their election and appointment; and the archives 
of the several Political Chiefs of Nacogdoches, Brazos, 
and Bexar shall be transmitted forthwith to the Go- 


i . . . . > 
vernor and Council, for their disposition. 


ARTICLE XV. 


All persons, now in Texas, and performing the duties 


. of citizens, who have not acquired their quantum of land, 


shall be entitled to the benefit of the Laws on Coloniza- 
tion under which they emigrated; and all persons who 
may emigrate to Texas during her conflict for Constitu- 
tional Liberty, and perform the duties of Citizens, shall 
also receive the benefits of the Law under which they 
emigrated. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


The Governor and Council shall continue to exist as 
a Provisional Government until the re-assembling of this 
Consultation, or until other Delegates are elected by the 
people and another Government established. 


z 
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ARTICLE XVII. 


This Convention, when it may thmk proper to adjourn, 
may stand adjourned, to meet at the town of Washing- 
ton on the first day of March next, ünless sooner called 
by the Executive and Council. | 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


All grants, sales and conveyances of lands, illegally 
or fraudulently made by.the legislature of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, located, or to be located, within the 
limits of Texas, are hereby solemnly declared null, void 
and of no effect. 


ARTICLE XIX. 


All persons who leave the country in its present crisis, 
with a view to avoid a participation in its present strug- 
gle, without permission from thc Alcalde, or Judge of 
their Municipality, shall forfeit all or any lands they may 
hold, or may have a claim to, for the benefit of this Go- 
vernment: provided, nevertheless, that widows and mi- 
nors are not included in this provision. 


ARTICLE XX. 


All monies now due or that may hereafter become due, 
on lands lying within the limits of Texas, and all public 
funds or revenues, shall be at the disposal of the Go- 
vernor and General Council, and the receipt of the 
Treasurer shall be a sufficient voucher for any and all 
persons who may pay monies into the Treasury ; and the 
Governor and Council shall have power to adopt a sys- 
tem of Revenue to meet the exigencies of the country. 

i | 


ARTICLE XXI. ` 


Ample powers and authority shall be delegated, and 
are hereby given, and delegated to the Governor and 
General Council of the Provisional Government of all 
Texas, to carry into full effect the provisions and resolu- 
tons adopted by **the Consultation of the chosen Dele- 
gates of all Texas in General Convention assembled," 
for the creation, establishment and regulation of said 
Provisional Government. 


(1). 
OF THE MILITARY. 


"WEE NE ARTICLE I. s 
There shall be a Regular Army created for the pro- . 
tection of Texas during the present war. ui 


ARTICLE II. 


The Regular Army of Texas shall consist of one Ma- 


jor-General, who shall be Commander-in-Chief of all the 
forces called into public service during the war. 


ARTICLE III. 


The Commander-in-Chief of the Regular Army of Tex- 
as shall be appointed by the Convention, and commis- 
sioned by the Governor. 


ARTICLE IV. 


He shall be subject to the orders of the Governor and 
Council. 


ARTICLE V. 


His Staff shall consist of one Adjutant-General, one 
Inspector-General, one Quarter-Master-General, one 
Pay-Master-General, one Surgeon-General, and four 
 Aids-de-Camp with their respective ranks, as in the 
United States Army in time of war, to be appointed by 
the Major-General and commissioned by the Governor. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The regular Army of Texas shall consist of men en- 
listed for two years, and volunteers for and during the 
continuance of war. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The regular Army of Texas, while in the service, shall 
be governed by the rules, regulations and dicipline, in 
all respects applicable to the regular Army of the United 
States of America, in time of war, so far as applicable to 
our condition and circumstances. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The regular Army of Texas shall consist of eleven 
hundred and twenty men rank and file. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


There shall be a corpsof Rangers underthe command 
of a Major, to consist of one hundred and fifty men, to be 
divided into three or more detachments, and which shall 
compose a batallion, under the Commander-in-Chief 
when in the field. 


ARTICLE X. 


The Militia of Texas shall bé organized as follows : all 
able bodied men over sixteen, and under fifty years of 
age, shall be subject to Militia duty. 


ARTICLE XI. 


Every inhabitant of Texas, coming within purview of 
the preceding article shall, on the thethird Monday of 
December next, or as soon thereafter as practicable, as- 
semble at each precinct of their municipahty and proceed 
to elect one captain, one first lieutenant, and one second 
lieutenant to every fifty-six men. 


ARTICLE XII. 


When said election shall have taken place, the judges 
shall certify to the Governor, forthwith the names of 
the respective officers elected, who shall, as soon as prac- 
ticable, make out and sign, and transmit commissions for 
the same; that if there shall be found to exist any mu- 
nicipality, more than three Companies, the captain, or 
commandants on giving due notice thereof shall call to- 
gether the subalterns of said Companies, and proceed to 
elect one Majer; if of four Companies, one Lieutenant 
Colonel; if ot five or more Companies, one Colonel, for 
the comme d of said Companies, which shall constitute 
a regiment of said municipality ; that if there shall be 
found to exist more than one regiment in said municipal- 
ity, the whole number of field and Company officers, 
shall on € „e notice procecd to elect a Brigadier-General, 
out of the’. number who shall command the whole Mili- 
tia in said municipality.: ! 

BRANCH TANNER ARCHER, 
President. 


* 
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Municipality of *Busti." Müsicipüliny of Necoghðcheà, 


Wyly Martin, ‘Sia muel Houston, 

R. Jones, , Jie Wee Robson, 

Jesse Burnham; "William Whiaken, - 

William Meniféee “Daniel! Parker!) ‘tut: 
Ebo pr "WilliaboorNi 5l dle d e 


Municipality of Sàn Augis- 
nE AEE E ede ‘Munisipalin jj of Minha - 


A. Houston, D.:O:"Barretejl igs 

William N. Sigler, J. S. Lestir,qiri) 

A. E. C. Johnson, R. Me Williamsohi 

A. Horton, aoo nofe imi I 

A. G. Kellogg. Municipality: of Libérty. 
© =n o 5 5 Henny Milan: ° ME 

Municipality of Gonzales. B. Woods,.. |: 

Wm. 5. Fisher, A. B.. Hardin, ^ dE e 

J. D. Clements, V 1 

Geo. W. Davis, : Municipality: af: Harvitburg. 

James Hodges, ^ Lorenzo- De: Zayalia, 

Wm. W. Arrington, C. C. Dyer,  .! 

Benjamin Fuqua. John W.: Moore, ! 


— M. W. Smith, 
Municipality of Columbia. David B. pend 


Henry Smith, . ‘Geo. M. Pattick.'-: 
Jobn- A. Wharton, "Utm, 
Edwin Waller, Municipality ‘of Beril 
John S. D. you S. H. Everitt, ae 
: John: Bey, - » E 
Municipality " Wilde Wyatt Hanks. 
Philip Coe, Gree | 
E. Collard, Municipality, of. Jefferson. 
Jesse Grimes: Claiborne West. 
Asa Mitcheil, — 
Asa Hoxey. Municipality of Matagorda, 
‘ — an, R- R. Hoval.;i -— 
. Municipality of Viesca, Charles. Willen, 
Sam. T. Allen,, V ie 
2 G. Perry, . . Municipality 1 of "Taehiatu: 
A. Ge W, Pierson, |... Martin Parmer, 


Alexander. Thompson, . 
a5: Ne Parken: iota 


DN BL Bu DEXTER, Secretary. - 
2 
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An Ordinance making disi Jor the Army now in the - 
Cile 


Be it ordained and decreed, and st is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of all Texas, That a con- 
tracter for the present Volunteer Army be forthwith ap- 
pointed, and that he be hereby required, to purchase and 
forward to head quarters for the use of the present Army 
now in the field, as speedily as possible the following 
named supplies—to wit : 

25 Camp Kettles, 
666 Cotton Shirts, 
666 Pr. Pantaloons, 
933 Vests, ; 
33 Ready made Tents or Tent Cloths with thread 
and needles. 
383 Roundabouts, 
666 Pr. Socks, l 
200 Blankets—3 point—[all to be of cheap and du- 
rable texture.] 

1,000 Ibs. Coffee, "i 

1,000 lbs. Sugar, 

1,000 bls. Salt, 

500 do Soap, 
100 bis. Candles, 50 Short handle frying Pans, 
1 Sett Amputating or Army Surgical Instruments, 
20 lb. Patent Lint, 10 yds. Patent adhesive plaster, 
2 dozen Shovels, 20 lb. Arrow Root, 
25 lb. Patent Groats, 20 lb. Pearl Barley, 
5 lb. Carbonate of Amonia, 1 gr. dozen Crown 
Lancets, 
20 Axes, 2 dozen Spades. 


Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed by the author- 
it, aforesaid, That John W. Moore be and he is hereby 
appointed, contractor to purchase and transmit to the 
Army aforesaid the above named articles to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and that he immediately proceed to the 
discharge of the duties assigned him, and that he be 
vested with full power and authority to pledge the pub- 
fic faith, for the payment of such debts as he may con- 
tract by virtue of his said appointment. | 


e l 
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(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of the General 
Council. i 


Attest, P. B. Dexter, Secretary of the General 
Council. 


Approved 19th Nov. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


C. B. SrEwanT, Secretary to the Executive and Re- 
cording Clerk. 


Lone 


Resolution approving the appointment of Lieut. Bonnill, &c. 
Wuereas, Major-General Samuel Houston Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the forces in Texas has received a ten- 
der of the services of Lieut. Joseph Bonnill of the U. $. 
Army, and his expressing a decided wish to accept the 
services of Mr. Bonnill as an accomplished officer : 
THEREFORE, Be it resolved by the Governor and General 
Council, That we recommend the acceptance of the ser- 
vices of Mr. Bonnill and his appointment to the situation 
of Aid-de-Camp to the Cémmander-in-Chief. | 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin Nov. 22d, 1835. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of the General 
Council. 
P. B. Dexrer, Secretary of General Council. 
Approved 22d Nov. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
C. B. SrEgwanr, Secretary to the Executive, &c. &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree regulating Offices under thé" Pro- 
vistonal Government. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of Texas, That the Execu- 
tive, Legislative and Judicial Departments of this Provi- 
sional Government, being separate and distinct, any 
person accepting an appointment or commission in any 
one of those departments, shall by that act vacate any 
office he may have before held in any ather department 


e 
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of this-Gaverninent, árd: anhy person holding an office, . 
appointment,’ or:.cammission, under this Government in 
the executive or judicial department or in the regular ar- 
my.of Texas; shall: not be eligible to a seat as a member 
of the General Council. 
Conor Hall at San Felipe de Austin, Nov.: 20, 1835. 
U(Gighédy:! - "JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. "Gov. «abd ex:officio President of the General 
Council. 
P. B. Dexter, Sec'ry General Council. 
Approved 23d Nov. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
^ CB. STEWART, Secretary tothe Executive and Re- 
cording Clerk. 


An Ord iiie donus the mode of passing, signing, and 
| publishing, the Ordinances, Decrees and Rescluticns « f the 
Provisional Government of Texas. 


Src. i. Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained and. decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That all ordinances, decrees, and 
resolutions, after, being finally passed by the General 
Council, shall be copied 1 in a fair hand withall the amend- 
ments; by the clerk of the Committee from which the bill 
originated, when the same shall be endorsed *passcd^? 
with the date of its passage, be signed by the President 


Ü 
- 
fe 


of the said Council and attested by the Secretary thereof, 
when the said bill so endorsed and signed, shall be forth- 
with sent to the Governor for approval and signature, 
which if not approved by him and returned within three 
wo afall days, from the time of its being received in the Ex- 
ecutive office, it shall be in full force; but if within the 
three days aforesaid, the Governor shall refuse his : ap- 
provaband. signature, it shall be his duty within that time 
to Tetuity ihe said bill or ordinance to the General Coun-. 
cal wit Hix reasons therefor in writing. When the said 
EA er ittinance shall be re-considered by the Council 
aforesaid: ‘and on the concurrence of two-thirds of all the 
hierer; shall be in full force and effect. 
ORECA Beit further ordained and decreed, and it is 
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hereby ordained and decreed by the authority aforesaid, 
That it shall be the duty of the Governor to cause all 
the decrees and ordinances passed by the Provisional 
Government, to be published in one or more public 
newspapers in Texas, to be designated by himself, which 
he shall previously contract to have done, with the pro- 
prietor upon the lowest and best terms, and when go 
contracted with, the said proprietor or publisher shall be 
called—The publisher of the Laws of Texas. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin Nov. 20, 1835. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. &c., ex-officio President of the General 
Council. . 
P. B. Dzxrzn, Secretary of General Council. 
Approved Nov. 25, 1838. 
HENRY SMITH, Govornor. 
C. B. Srewarr, Recording Clerk, &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree, authorizing certain Officers to 
administer the Oath of Office prescribed by the Organic 
Law, creating a Provisional Government m Texas. 


Be it ordained and decreed by the General Council of all 
Texas, That the Oath of Office prescribed by the Or- 
ganic Law, creating and establishing a Provisional 
Government in Texas, may be administered hy any Ju- 
dicial or Executive Officer under this Government, or 
by the President or Secretary of the General Council, or 
by any Field Officer of the Regular Army of Texas; 
and that a duplicate copy of the Cath, when so admi- 
nistered, shall be forwarded to the Governor, and be 
filed among the Archives of the Executive Office. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, November 24, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Prest. &c. 
Approved, Nov. 26, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
l Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, 


Sec’y to Executive. 
9* 
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An Ordinance to authorize and empower Thomas F. M- 


- 


Kinney, of Velasco, to borrow one hundred thousand Dol- 
lars, and making it the duty of th? Governor to give ktm 
corresponding Commission Instructions, &e. 

Src. 1. Be it ordained und decreed, and it is hereby o1- 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provis- 
tonal Government of Teras, That Thomas F. M’Kinney, 
of Velasco, be, and is hereby authorized and empowered, 
in behalf of the Provisional Government afore aid, to 
borrow as speedily as possible, the sum of one hundred 
thousand Dollars, to be negotiated as a temporary Loar, 


_ payable trom the first permanent Loans which may be 


ffected for and in behalf of the Government aforesaid, 
onthe most advantageous terms, as regards time act 
rate per cent, which the money mark: t mav afford :— 
provided, nevertheless, that said Loan shall not be effected 
so as to require payment in a less time than one vear, 
and the rate of interest not exceeding ten per cent. per 
annum. 

Sec. 2. And be u further ardana and decreed, That 
it shall be, and it is hereby made the duty of the Go- 
vernor, immediately on the final passage cf this Ordi- 
nance, to commission, advise and instruct il e aforesaid 
Thoms F. M'Kinney to execute and perform the re- 
quirements of this Ordinance, keeping in view the an- 
thority and instructions received bv the said Thomas F. 
M'Kiuney from the former Counc il, whereof R. R. Roval 
was President, upon the same sieciami hereby con- 
firming all the acts of said M'Kiunev, done and per- 
formed under the direction of the Council last mentioned, 
regarding the loau as aforesaid. 

Passed ət San F elipe de Austin, Nov. 91, 1935. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
Attest, P. R. DEXTER, 
Sec'y of General Coaucil. 

Rejected by the Governor and paseed by the required 
majority, as follows: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Barrett, Clements, Grimes, Hanks, 
Harris, Millard, Parmer, Parker, Powers, West, Westo- 
ver and Wilson, November 24, 1835, 

Attest, P. P. DrExTEa, Sec'y G. C. 
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Passed by a constitutional majority, Nov. 26, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, 
Exective Secretary. 


An Ordinance prescribing the manner and form of settling 
the Accounts of the Volunteer Army of Texas. 

SEC. 1. Bz it ordained and decreed, and it ts hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, hat all bills, accounts, claims, 
debts, dues or demands, that are now or may “hereatier 
be due or owing by this or a future Government, to any 
person or persons, for money, corn, provisious, stores, 
clothing, medicines, forage, arins, ammunition, horses, 
mules, oxen, waggons, boats, transportation, or any 
service whatever rendered or furnished, to and for the 
Volunteer Army of the people of Texas, now in the field, 
shall, before the same be admitted to audit and liquida- 
tion before the Standing Committee on War Affairs, of 
this House, or the proper department of a future Govern- 
meut, containing the day, date, name and description of 
the article or sum furnished, and place, and the certifi- 
cate of the Standing Coramittee of Safety and Vigilance, 
or the order or certificate of the commanding officer or 
Colonel of the Regiment, or company by whose order 
and at whose requisition the same may have been ren- 
dered or furnished : or the receipt of the contractor, com- 
missary or qu irter-master to whon the same may have 
been turnished and delivered, t gether with the oath orat- 
firmation before any Judge or Atcalde, of the person or 
persons so presenting the same for liquidation, that the 
said accounts, debts, dues, demands, or services were at 
the time anl place specified, supplied, furnished, or ren- 
dered, m ide use of, delivered, pressed or taken, lost or 
killed in the service of the Volunteer Armies of the peo- 

le of Texas aforesaid. 

Src. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the Committee on War Affairs, of this Council, or the 
same department of this or a future Government shall, 
and they are hereby required to settle, audit, liquidate 
and pass all bills, accounts, debts, dues and demands 
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coming within the purview of the preceding section of 
this Ordinance on liberal and equitable principles, when- 
ever the circumstances of the case shall, in their 
discretion or judgment, admit or warrant the same. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 24, 1835. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
© Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
P. B. DEXTER, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, Nov. 26, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
C. W. STEWART, 
Executive Secretary. &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree to establish and organize a Corps 
of ftangers. 

Be ıt ordained and decreed, and vt 1s hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Teras, That there shall be, and there is hereby 
created and established a Corps of Rangers, which shall 
consist of three companies of fifty-six men each, with one 
Captain, one Lieutenant, and one second Lieuteant for 
each company; and there shall be one Major to com- 
mand the said companies, who shall be subject to the 
orders and direction of the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Regular Army. 

Sec. 2. Be ut further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the privates of said Corps shall be enlisted for one year, 
and shall receive, as a full compensation for pay, rations, 
clothing and horse service, one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per day for themselves and service of their horses ; 
and the said privates shall be, and they are hereby re- 
quired to be always ready armed and equipped, and 
supplied with one hundred rounds of powder and ball, 
and to have always ready for active service, a good and 
sufficient horse, properly accoutred and equipped with 
saddle, bridle and blanket, at their own expense; and in 
default thereof, the captain or commanding officer of the 
said company to which said private belongs, shall cause 
a horse to be purchased for sajd private and charge him 
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with the same, in the settlement of his quarterly ac- 
counts. 

Sec. 3. Be «t further ordaiued and decreed, &c., That 
the officer in the said Corps, in addition to the per diem 
compensation of the privates in the Corps of Rangers, 
shall receive the same pay as the officers of the same 
rank and grade in the Regiment of Dragoons in the 
Army of the United States of America. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 24, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 

P. B. Dexter, 

Sec'v of the Gen. Council. 

Approved, Nov. 26, 1835. 

l HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
Cuar.es B. STEWART, 
Executive Secretary. 


1 


Ax Ordinance and Decree to raise a Regular Army 

Be it ordained and decreed, and ut is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Government 
of Texas, That there shall be, and there is hereby crea- 
ted a Regular Army, to consist ef one thousand one hun- 
dred and twenty men, who shall be enlisted for two 
years or during the War: that the said Army shall con- 
tain one Regiment of Artillery and one Regiment of In- 
fantrv—eac +h Regiment two Battalions, each Battallion 
five companies, e each company fifty-six men rank and 
file: that there shall be in the Regiment of Artillery, 
one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, two Majors; ‘and 
in each Company, one Captain, one FissisLicttenant, 
one Second-Lieutenant, and one Third-Lieutenant, add 
four Sergeants and four Corporals. ‘That there shall be 
in the Regiment of Infantry, one Colonel, one Lieutenant 
Colonel, one Major; and in each Company, one Captain, 
one First Lieutenant and one Second Lieutenant, and 
four Sergeants and four Corporals. 

SEC. 2. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates 
of the Regular Army of Texas shall receive the same 
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pay and emoluments, and be entitled to the same rations 
and clothing as the officers, non-commissioned officers - 
and privates of the same rank and grade, in the Regular 
Army of the United States of America. 

SEO. 3. And be st further ordained and decreed, &., 
That the Regiment of Artillery shall be drilled and ex- 
ercised in the infantry as well as artillery service; and 
the Regiment of Infantry shall be drilled and exercised 
in the rifle as well as infantry service. | 

Sec. 4. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That the officers, non-commissioned officers and privates 
of the Army of Texas shall be governed by, and subject 
to the same rules and regulations, and the same field, 
camp and garrison service, duty and discipline as the offi- 
cers, non-commissioned officers and privates of the Army 
of the United States of America. 


Sec 5. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That every non-commissioned officer and private of the 
Regular Army of Texas shall receive, and it is hereby 
granted to him, his heirs, legal representatives or as- 
signs, one mile square or six hundred and forty acres of 
land, in Texas, after he shall have received an honorable 
discharge, to which he shall be entitled for a faithful ser- 
vice agreeably to the terms of his enlistment. 

Sse. 6. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That there shall be enlisted for each Company, in addi- 
tion to the rank and file, one drummer and one fifer, 
who shall be each entitled to the pay, rations and clothing 
of a sergeant, and shall be entitled to the same bounty 
in land as the non-commissioned offiéers and privates of 
the Regular Army. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 24, 1835. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
P. B. DEXTER, 
Sec’y to Gen. Council. 


Approved, November 26, 1835. 


HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, 


Executive Secretary. 
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An Ordinance and Decree for granting Letters of Marque 
and Reprisal. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and itis hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That the Governor, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Genéral Council, shall 
have power to’ grant. Letters of Marque and Reprisal; 
and that all persons applying for such Letters of Marque 
and Reprisal shall be men of known character, standing 
and skill as naval tacticians; and no license shall be 
granted to any vessel under eighty tons burthen, carry- 


ing less than four twelve pound carronades, or their 
equivalent in metal. 


Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, That al 
vessels so licensed, shall cruise within the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, and shall be permitted, and they are hereby en- 
joined to make war upon, board, capture or make prize 
of all vessels sailing under the flag and under the com- 


mission of the Central Government of Mexico, and no 
other. 


Sec. 3. And be it further ordained and decreed, That all 
prizes so captured, shall be ordered and brought into 
the ports of Texas, and shall be there adjudicated, and 
if condemned as such, shall be sold, and twenty per 

cent. of the proceeds paid into the Treasury of Texas, 
and the balance paid over to the captors or their legal 
representatives, or their assigns. 


Sec. 4. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
no Commission or Letter of Marque and Reprisal shail 
be granted for a less term than three months, or a longer 
than six months; and shall, in all cases, expire at the 


end of the war between Texas and the Central Govern- 
ment of Mexico. 


Suc. 5. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
it shall be the duty of the Governor, upon issuing any 
license or commission to any person possessing the re- 
quisite qualifications as enumerated in section Ist of 
of this Ordinance, to accompany the same with instruc- 
tions of the principles and restrictions of this Ordmance 


of the General Council, authorizing and granting Leters 
of Marque and Reprisal. 
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Passed ut San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 25, 1835. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 

- Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 

Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, November 27, 1835. 

HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 

C. B. STEWART, 

Executive Secretary. 


An Ordinance for appointing a Treasurer to the Provisional 
Government of Teras, a Secretary to the Executive, and 
two Chief Clerks, defining their several duties, §c. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it 1s hereby or- 
dained und decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That there shall be appointed one 
"Treasurer to the Provisional Government of Texas, who 
shall give bond and security to the Governor of the Pro- 
visional Government and his successors in office, in the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars for the true and 
faithful performance of the several duties of his office as 
hereinafter’ specified, or which may hereafter be re- 
quired of him by the General Council. — — | 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive, dis- 
burse and pay over to the order of the proper authority, 
all monies and securities belonging to the Provisional 
Goverument of Texas. | 

It shall be his duty to keep a book, wherein shall be 
entered, in a fair and legible hand writing, all. the mo- 
nies or : e :urities received, and from whom received, and 
give triplicate receipts lor the same; a duplicate of ‘which 
shall be filed in the office of the said ‘Treasurer, and the 
triplicate filed in the office of the Executive: also, it shall 
be his duty to have another book, to be kept in like manner, 
wherein he shall make a-full entry of all disbursements or 
montes paid out, taking duplicate receipts-theretor, one of 
which, with the order upon which. he shall páy*over the 
anoney; he shall:keep and file-in his-office,:and. deliver:the 
other ta be filed in the office’ of: the: Executive: Alb de- 
mands upon the Treasurer shall be-uponithe order ofthe 


D P (95 * n 
General Coungil, 


an 


by the Corano 
ye. The Trea- 


surev, shall perform all the dyties incident to his 
office, by and. wit % Wivice ef the Committee of Fi- 

nance, uulesk ig pi ib ed Gr ‘hy. the General 
Council; aad SE p4 office at thc 


place where t Or pee C shall be located. 


Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, That thore 
shall be appointed a Secretary to the Executive, who 
shall also be the Recording Clerk of the General Council, 
whose duties shall be to keep a fair and full record of all 
the proceedings of the Executive Office, copies af the 
public correspondence of that office; and to do and per- 
form such other duties'as may be required of him by the 
(Governor, pertaining to his office: and, also, it is made 
his duty to record all the Ordinances, Decrees and Re- 
solutions, and other public acts of the General Council, 
in & fair hand and in a bdk suited to the purpose, from 
time to time as they shall be delivered to fim by the 
Secretary of said General Council, whose duty it ‘shall 
be to deliver the originals of all the said ordinances, de- 
crees, resolutions, or other public acts of the said Coun- 
cil, so soon as they may have severally passed the ne- 
cessary forms for becoming a law; and when they shell 
have been so recorded, the originals shall be ret erue d 
by the Secretary of the Executive to the Secretar y of the 
General Council, who shall. preserve and file the seme, 
in proper order, in his office; and the Book of Records 
shall remain and be kept in the office of the Executive 
of the Provisional Gover ament, subject to the examina- 
tion of all concerned. d 


See. 3. lad be it further ordaitwd «nd decreed, &.. 
"That there shall be appointed, two Chief Clerks of the 
pu Standing Committees of the General Council, 

e of whom shall perform the duties of Chief Clerk to 
c Committee on “State Affairs and Judiciary" and to 
the ** Committee on Finance," and the other shall, in like 
manner, perform the duties of chief clerk. to the ** Mili- 
tary Committee" and all the remaining standing commi:- 
tees of the Council. And the duties of the aforesaid 
Chief Clerks shall be, to transcribe such proceedings of 


the several Committees as may be required of them, and 
. 3 


enrol all ordinances and decrees originating with said 
Committees, for final passagae,-and ubjeet-to such.other 
duties and regulations as may, from time;to timg be 
zdopted by the General Counc. “st 

Sse. 4. And be it^ further ordained and decreed, That 
the compensation to the Treasurer for his services, shall 
Le one thousand dollars per annum, with office rent. and 


ihe necessary clerk hire, to be determined by the General: 


Council, on the proper representation of the said Trea- 
surer; and that the Secretary of the General Council, 
and the Secretary of the Executive, and. Recording 
Clerk of the General Council shall receive for their res- 
pective services, five dollars per diem; and that the 
several Chief Clerks of the Committees, as aforesaid; 
shall receive for services five dollars per diem. l 
Suc. 5. And beit further ordained and decreed, That 
¿il public correspondence of the Provisional Government 
of ‘Texas shall be conducted trough the medium of the 
Executive Department, unless in cases hereafter other- 
wise expressly provided, and shall be on file in the office 
cf the said Executive, subject, at all times, to the.call of 
t3e General Council, or to.be seen or read by any mem- 
ber thereof; and all the archives and records of the seve- 
ral Political Chiefs of Texas shall, immediately after the 
“inal passage of this Bill, be demanded by the Governor, 
and the necessary measures resorted to for securing pos- 
passion of the same, at the same time notifying the:said 


l'olitical Chiefs, that they are commanded to cease their - 


functions in the several departments; and when the said 
urchives and records shall have beer secured by the Go- 
vernor, the same shall be reguiarly filed in the Executive 
, Office, among the public archives of ‘Texas. | 
Suc. 6. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 

the Secretary of the General Council shall be required 
to be present at all the meetings and sessions of the sai 
Council, and under directions of the President, to keep 
2 true, fall and correct entry cf all the proceedings of 
that body,.subject, on revisal, to any correction voted by 


the majority.thereof. He shall keep on file all reports, : 


resolutions, ordinances, decrees and all other- papers of 
his office; and also shall transcribe all the daily proceed- 
` ings of the said Council, in.a book to be provided by 


iim for that purposë; excepting, nevertheless, sech pro- 


rd 
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ccedings as are réquiréd tó be recorded bs tho Seéretary 
of the Executive—the originals thereof«are to be kept on 
file in the office of the Secretary of the General Council; 
aud any member of the General Council, er of the Ex- 
ecutive Department, shall, at all seasonablé hours, in 
presence of the Secretary aforesaid, have free access to 
the said book or files of papers, to examine in his office, 
require copies whenever they shall think necessary for 
performing their official duties, which shall be made by 
the said Secretar y of ihe General Council; and when, in 
the opinion of the said Council, the duties of the said 
Secretary shall require a clerk, the same shall be al- 
un with a suitable compensation, to be fixed by that 
ody 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin Nov. 24, 1835. 


(Stoned) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Goy. and ex-officio Prez't of G. C. 
P. B. DEXTER, l 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, November 26, 1835. 
HENRY MS. 
Governor. 
Cuas. D. STEWART, s 
Sec'y of Executive, peor der, 


* 


a 


“in Ordinance and Decree establishing a Navy. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it ts hereby or- 
dutned and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
frovernment of Téxas, That there shall be, and there is 
hereby established a Navy, to consist of two schooners 

“of twelve guns each, and two schooners of six guns 
| cach, with the requisite number of officers, seamen “and 
marines for each schooner; and that the said schooners 
shall, as soon as practicable, be purchased, armed and 
can ipped for warlike operations, offensive and defensive; ; 
and that they be put in commission and fitted out, and 
ordered into’ actual service; and the commander and 
officers of ‘said Nav ys shall be ander the orders and di- 
rcetions - the Governor and Council. 

. SEc. 2. And, be it. J urthéer ordained and decrecd, ĝe., 
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That the Governor, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Council, shall nominate: and appoint to the com- 
mand of said vessels, officers of good character, courage 
and ability as naval tacticians. And the said vessels, 
when so fitted out, manned and equipped for naval ope- 
rations, shall rendezyous in Galveston Bay, and the com- 
no e thereof report to the Governor for further or- 
ers. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 25, 1838. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
- Lieut. Gov. and ex-offiico Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, | 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, November 27, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


C. B. STEWART, 
Sec’y to Executive, Recorder, &c, ’ 


An Ordinance regulating the Milita. 

Buc. 1. Be w resolved and decreed, and it is hereby re- 
solved and decreed by the General Council of the Provistonal 
Government of Texas, That every free white able-bodied 
male inhabitant,'over sixteen and under fifty years of 
age, shall be subject to Militia Duty. ` 

Sec. 2. Be itifurther resolved and decreed, §c., That 
there shall be appointed by the Governor in each and 
every Municipality, three Commissioners who shall, and 
it is hereby made their duty to lay off and divide, as soon 
as practicable, the said Municipality*into Militia Pre- 
cincts, having reference, as nearly as may be, to those 
already laid off and acknowledged heretofore; and shall ' 
immediately thereafter proclaim, publish and post the 
same at the head or rendezvous of such precinct, for at 
least ten days; and the said Commissioners, at the time 
of the publication aforesaid, shall give twenty days no- 
tice in the said precincts, that an election will be held 
for one Captain, one Lieutenant and one Second Lieu- 
tenant for said Militia Precinct. 

Src. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, Ye, That 
the said Commissioners shall appoint three good and 
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suitable persons residing in said precincts as judgés of 
election, who shall, at the time and place appointed af 
ter qualifying themselves and appointing a clerk, pro- 
ceed to hold the aforesaid elections agreeably to notice; 
and no person shall be eligible to militia offices who is 
not a resident of such precinct, and liable to do militia 
duty dforesaid; and when the said election shall have 
closed, the Judges thereof shall make the return of the 
persons, so elected, within ten days, to the Governor, or 
Commander-in-Chief of the militia, who shall there- 
upon issue commissions to the same, as officers of the 
Militia of Texas. NN 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained and deereed, ea That 
each company shall contain not less than fifty-six men, 
rank and file; and whenever there shall be found, in any 
precinct, one hundred and twelve men subject to militia 
duty, the Captain of said precinct shall subdivide and 
lay off the same into two or more precincts; and when 
there shall be found, in any two adjoining precincts of 
one Municipality, more than one hundred and sixty-eight 
men so liable as aforesaid, the Captains of said adjoin- 
ing precincts m conjunction, shall subdivide the same 
into three or more precincts, as the case may be, and 
appoint a head or rendezvous therefor—holding in view 
the distance and-convenience of mustering, and make 
return thereof to the office of the Alcalde of the Munici- 
pality as soon as practicable; and if the said Captains 
should disagree as to the mode or mamner of laying off 
said precincts, the same shall be referred to the Judges 
and Alcalde, whose decision thereon shall be final. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, &e., That 
whenever there shall be found to exist in any Municipa- 
lity more than three Companies, the Captain or Com- 
mandant, on giving due notice thereof, shail call together 
the subalterns of said companies, and proceed to elect 
one Major; if of four companies, one Lieutenant-Colonel; 
if of five or more companies, one Colonel for the com- 
mand of said companies, which shall constitute a Regi- 
ment for said Municipality. That if there shali be found 
to exist more than one Regiment in any one Municipality, 
ihe whole number of field and company officers shall, on 
due notice given by the senior Colonel of said Regiment, 
proceed to elect a Brigadier-General out of the said field 


: 
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and company officers of said Regiment, who shall com- _ 
mand the whole of the Militia in said Municipality. 

Bec. 6. And be $t further ordained and decreed, That 
there shall be, and there is hereby established, regular 
muster days in each and every year for the Militia of 
Texas; and that regular Company Musters be held on 
the first Saturday in April, Battallion Musters on the 
first Saturday in May, Regimental Musters on the first 
Saturday in September, and Brigade Musters on the first 
Saturday in October: that all the field, staff and con- 

any officers of each Brigade, on the first Saturday in 
March, shall be drilled and exercised as company off- 
cers and privates by the Brigadier-General, whose staff, 
appointed by himself, shall consist of one Aid-de-camp, 
one Brigade-Major, one Brigade-Quartermaster, all of 
whom shall have the rank of Major; and **one Brigade- 
Paymaster,” (which last in the Ordinance immediately 
follows the words ** Quartermaster," and precedes the 
words “all of whom." ) 

SEC. 7. Be- it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Regimental Staff shall consist of one Adjutant, to be 
chosen from the officers of the line, one Quarter-master, 
one Pay-master, one Judge-Advocate, one Sergeant-Ma- 
jor, to be appointed by the Colonel. | 

SEC. 8. Be et further ordained and decreed, That the 
Governor, as Commander-in-Chief of the Militia, shall be 
entitled to four Aids-de-camp with the rank of Colonel. 

Passed at San-Felipe de Austin, Nov. 25, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 

Approved, November 27, 1835. 

HENRY SMITH, Govornor. 

CHARLES D. STEWART, 

Sec'y of Executive, Recorder, &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree for advancing the sum of fifteen 
hundred dollars for the benefit of the Volunteer Army of 
the People, under the command of General Stephen F. 
Austin, and other purposes. 

Wirreas, General Stephen F. Austin, Commander- 
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in-Chief of the Volunteer Army of the people, has re- 
quested an advance of money, to be appropriated for 
the benefit of the army under his command, as being 
necessary to contribute to their aid, comfort and sup- 
port-—therefore, MM s 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it às hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Government 
of Texas, That there shall be advanced from the pub- 
lic funds of the said Provisional Government, and for- 
warded to the head-quarters of the army aforesaid, the 
sum of fifteen hundred dollars, to be handed over to the 
Commander-in-Chief of said army, General S. F. Austin, 
which, when done, the said General S. F. Austin is here- 
by required to receipt for the same; and which said 
sum of money, so advanced and forwarded, shall be 
appropriated by the said General S. F. Austin, at his 
discretion, for the best interest of the Army and Go- 
vernment of Texas ;—he being required to account with 
the Treasurer of the Government aforesaid, for the man- 
ner in which he shall appropriate said. money, accom- 
panied with the customary and proper vouchers. 


Sec. 2. And be it further ordained and decreed, &e., 
That the money so appropriated by the first section of 
this Ordinance shall be forwarded, under the order and 
direction of the Governor of the Provisional Government 
aforesaid, by the hand of ‘Thomas Gay, of the town of 
San Felipe de Austin, whose receipt therefor shall be a 
sufficient voucher for the execution of the foregoing Or- 
dinance. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That, 
there shall be, and there is hereby appropriated the 
sum of one hundred and sixty dollars for the purchase 
of one or more horses for public use, which said horse 
or horses shall be, at all times, under the control of the 
Provisional Government. . 

Sec. 4. Be w further ordained and decreed, Qc., That 
the said Thomas Gay call on Andrew Ponton, Esq., 
Treasurer of the Municipality of Gonzales, and -demand 
and receive such public monies as may be in his pos- 
session, and transmit the same to the General Council; 
and that the receipt of the said Thomas Gay, shall be a 
proper voucher for the said Ponton, in accounting for the 
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publie monies in his hands, and paid over agreeably to 
this Ordinance. -" E i 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 27, 1835. 
— (Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, l i 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, November 27, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
i Governor. 
C. B.: STEWART, . 
Sec'y to Executive, &c. 


An Ordinance appointing a Commissary to take charge of 
Volunteers jor the Army, and defining his duties. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained 
and decreed by the Genérul Council-of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That there be, and is hereby ap- 
pointed, a Commissary, to be stationed at San Felipe; 
who shail, and itis hereby made his duty, to supply with 
suitable clothing, provisions and other means necessary 
for their immediate use, all volunteers passing through 
San Felipe, who are now, and shall hereafter be, on their 
way to the army. 

And it is hereby made the duty of all companies or 
detachments of troops, on their arrival at this place or 

, any other point, to report a list or muster-roll of names 
to the Governor, sworn to, with a tender of services, 
when the Governor shall have power to accept the same, 
and grant a certificate to-the person heading the com- 
pany or detachment; and when itis presented to the 
Commissary it shall be authority for him to act agreca- 
bly to this decree. And when their services are ac- 
cepted, they shall proceed to the army, with the least 
possible delay, and report to the Commander for duty, 
until discharged by the Commander-in-Chief of the Ar- 
my of the People. 

Be it further ordained and decreed, That the said Com- 

-missary be directed, and it is hereby made his duty, to 
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keep a just and exact aceaunt of all articles—clothing, 
provisions, money and other necessaries so furnished, 
and to whom; and shall wender a true account thereof 
to the Committee on War or Finance, who are hereby 
directed to audit and report the same'to the Council 
accordingly. 

Be wt further ordained and decreed, That the said Com- 
missary receive such pay for his time and services, as 
the Committee on War or Finance shall, in their judg- 
ment and discretion, direct—subject to the approval of 
this Council. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, November 27, 1835. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
Attest, E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, November 30, 1538. * 
.. HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


a 


1 


CHARLES B. STEWART, 
-Sec’y to Executive, Recorder, &c. 


ir 
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An Ordinance and Decree supplemental to ** An Ordinance — 
and Decree, appointing a Commissary to take charge of 
the Volunteers of the Army, and defining his duties," — 
Passed November 27th, 1835. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That the Commissary appointed in said 
Ordinance, shall furnish to the Committee on War or Fi- 
nance, 2 list of the names of the volunteer or voluntcers 
to whom he may have, agreeably to the provisions of ` 
the said Ordinance, furnished. all or any of the articles 
enumerated in the first section of the said Ordinance, en- 
titled as above; and the cost of said article or articles so 
furnished, shall be subsequently deducted from the pay 
of the said volunteer or volunteers, to which he or they 
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may be entitled for his or their services in the Voluntect 
Amy of the people of ‘Texas. 
Passed at San Felipe de Awstin, Nov. 28, 1835. 


m (Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’ t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec’y of Gen. Council. "E 
" Approved, November 25, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
. Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, 


Sec’y to Executive, Recorder, &c. , 


rey 
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“An ordinance and Decree to purchase Munitions of War, 
Provisions, Arms, (c., for the Army of Texas and de- 
Jence of the seacoast..~ — » 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed bi by the General Council of the Provisionals Govern- 
ment of Texas, That the following items and articles con- 
tained under the heads of Munitions of War—-pro- 
visions, arms, &c., scientific instruménts, books and sta- 
tionary, are, and they are hereby declared. necessar v 
for the use-of the army and defence of the scacoast of 
Texas, and the said articles are hereby ordered and de- 
erced to be. purchased accordingly. 


MUNITIONS OF WAR, ARMS, &c. 


4 12 pounders, mounted for Field Service. 
4. íi LE Fort do. i 
3d 18 ki di Pt do. 
6 94 «c £€ &€ do. 
6 32 id e É do. 
withone hundred round shot for each cannon, 
13 inch howitzers, with two hundred bomb 
] shells, 
2 pair shovels and pokers for hot shot,. 
1,000 kegs cannon powder, 
300 yards flannel, together with all the necessary 


implements and aecoutrements for field ser- 
yiee, for the aboye cannon, 


300 


è 


A 


* 


% 


= (HA 


yagers,.“3 feet ia. ‘parte d-4th € twist, with 
moulds, Sc 02 PNG SK re 


. muskets andy, yon mpe, cartridge 


boxes, Sg 


Ser pt Swor ‘ds with belts, ke. ld 


pair Horéémen’s pistols, with holsters, 


* 


ie 


moulds, &c. 


-kegs rifle powder, GH J 


musket balls, 

lbs. of bar and pig lead, 

butcher-knives, and 

tomahawks, well tempered, with handfes; 

drums and fifes, and 

bueles, (6 Kentish) 

stand regimental colours, 

stand e general colours, . i 

Spanish Oppelousas sadille-trees, with red 
blankets, - i ae 


pr. stirrups, 
“spurs, ~ o 07 ira 
.Syreing gles, : i | 


bridles and cabri istras. 


A complete. assortment of camp equipage 


and cooking g ulgnsils for one ti thousand men, 
With alcere? marquees or tents for 65 
petu th 
Grand Marquee and G eneral's Marquee, equi- 
page and fly, 
baggage waggons with gear for 60 horses, 
axes, 
spades, 
mattocks, i 
.Sets carpenters’ tools for field service, . 


* blacksmiths’. tools, 


* 


; r 


.'* gunsmiths’ tools, "with, anvil, bellows 


~*~ 


an por table forge, 

soldiers’ tents, 

‘blankets, 3 1-2 point, French colored, 

sets corn “mille, Or patent hand mills, 

-brogans, from 6 to 12, 

„suits grey unifornis, with. proper number 
Sergeants’ Cor orals’ , ke. - 

colored cotton shirts, -° ` 


350. 
200 
20,000 
' 60 
15,090 
15,000 
E: 

5 
5,000 
5,000 
50 
3,000 
120 
120 


. of Fi reld, 


E 
bbls. fown, Ves 


* fin ship bread, 


lbs. middBiiilemgton, 

bbls. mesg gia, inspected, 

Ibs. É; MEOS 4 
* brown sier.. 


o o hiskey;. ia 

Ibs. soap, > 2 de 
* candles, 4 

bbls. peas and’ bs 

lbs. Kentack¥’& 

pilons Frencfedaz man 
a © Port Wiue. 


penus (Fs Far 


Chronomotigbwi niae a dE T 
Army Telé&topes, Q PSSRSUSES 
Spirit Levels, is" wn de v 

copies Scott's Infant bia orth deas i im- 


MES 


"^ prov 


m with. n 
An assogtg bal forms èf returns 
ne a “Officers, blank 

muster inspection and 7 y rolls, whieh can 
be had at any garrison sn: the United States. 
portable Writing Desks with. "Wax, wafers, 


quum stationary, &c. 
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Passed at San Felipe de Austin Nov. 27, 1835. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 


Liceut. Gov. and ex-officio President of the General 
Council. 


E.. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, Nov. 30, 1836. | 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
C. B. SrEWwART, Sec’y-to Executive, Recorder, &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree to purchase Provisions for the 
Volunteer Army of the People of Texas. 

Be wt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the Provisional Government, That one hundred 
barrels of flour, one hundred barrels of sea bread or 
biscuit, and twenty-five barrels of peas or beans, shall 
be, and they are hereby erdered to be purchased, as 
soon as practicable, at Matagorda or the nearest place 
where they can be obtained, for the use of the Volunteer 
Army of the People of Texas. 

Sec. 2. Be it ordained and decreed, &c., That John 
Dunn be appointed a Commissary to purchase the above 
articles contained in the preceding section; and that 
when so purchased he be directed, and itis hereby made 
-his duty, to cause the same to be conveyed by water, to 
the Copano Landing, and from thence to be transported 
to Bexar as soon as possible, for the use of the army sta- 
tioned there. And the said Commissary shall keep a 
true and just account of the purchase, cost and trans- 
portation of the said articles, aforesaid, to the place of 
their destination, and shall render the same to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, for audit, liquidation and final settle- 
ment, or to the proper Account Officers that may here- 
after be appointed for that purpose. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 28, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 

Approved, 80th Nov. 1835. 

' HENRY SMITH, Governor. 

C. B. SrEwAnT, Sec’y to Executive. 

4 
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An Ordinance and decree supplementary to an ** Ordinance 
and Decree?" entitled, ** An. Ordinance and Decree grant- 
ing Letters of Marque. and Reprisal,” dated November 
25th, 1835. E 
Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and, 

decreed by the General Council of the Provistonal Government 

of Texas, That the Governor be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to issue not more tlian three 
blank commissions of Letters of Marque and Reprisal 
to Thomas F. M’Kinney and Silas Dinsmore, of Velasco ; 
and, also, not more than six blank commissions of Let- 
ters of Marque and Reprisal, aforesaid, to Samuel Whi- 
ting, of Trinity River, Texas—all of whom shall be, 
and they are hereby authorized, to fill up such commis- 
sion or commissions, with the name or names of such 
individuals, applicants therefor, as shall come within the 
purview and provisions of the Ordinance and Decree. 
granting Letters of Marque and Reprisal, passed No- 
vember 25th, 1835. 

Sec. 2. Be wt further ordained and decreed, &c., That 

all vessels sailing under Licenses, as Letters of Marque 

and Reprisal, which have been, or may be hereaf- 
afler granted by the Governor and Council, or by the 

Governor, as provided in this supplementary Ordinance, 

or under any register or license of this Government, 

shall carry the flag of the Republic of the United States 
of Mexico, and shall have the figures 1, 8, 2, 4, cyphered. 
in large Arabics on the white ground thereof. 

Src. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
ten per cent. and no more, on all vessels or prizes con- 
demned in the Ports of Texas as prizes to Letters of 
Marque and Reprisal, shall be paid by the captors to 
the Provisional Government of Texas—anything to the 
contrary, notwithstanding, in the “Ordinance and De-. 
cree granting Letters of Marque and Reprisal,” passed 
November 25th, 1835. l 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 29, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 

E. M. Pease, Sec’y to G. C. 

Approved, November 30, 1835. 

HENRY SMITH, Governor. 

C. B. SrEwanT, Ex. Sec’y, &c. mE 


( 39 ) 


An Ordinance and Decree, authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to appoint a: Commissioner in the several Muni- 
cipalities to administer Oaths, &c. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of Texas, That the Govern- 
or be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint a Com- 
missioner in each Municipality to administer the Oath of 
Office to the Judges and other Municipal Officers, where 
they have not already been provided for; and that the 
Governor cause the Commissioner, so appointed, to be 
informed of his appointment, and transmit to him a copy 
of this Ordinance. i 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 30, 1835. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 1, 1835. l 
PER: E HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, | 
Executive Sec’y. Recorder, &c. 


r 
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An Ordinance and Decree, authorizing the Governor to 
grant Registers to Vessels. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That upon application, in due form, for 
a register of a vessel, by any person or persons residing 
in Texas and claiming the privileges of citizenship, it 
shail be the duty of the Governor to grant such register, 
which shall contain a description of the vessel, her ton- 
nage, and the names of owners; and she shall sail under 
the flag, and shall be considered under the protection 
of the country as a national vessel. | 

Sec. 2. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
as soon as Collectors of the Customs shall be appointed 
to the ports of entry in Texas, itshall be the duty of the 
Governor to forward to said Collectors blank registers 
bearing his signature, which may be filled up by said 
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collectors, and eountersigned by them when registers 
may be required. : 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Nov. 30, 18365. 
(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of the Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 1, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
CHARLES B. Stewart, 
Executive Secretary. &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree for supplipng the Army of the 
people, now in the field before Bexar, with money, and for 
other purposes. 

SEC. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, 'That there shall be advanced from 
the public funds of the said Provisional Government, 
and forwarded to the Commander of the Army afore- 
said, the sum of eight hundred dollars, to be paid over 
to the Commander of the Army aforesaid—which, when 
done, he is hereby required to receipt for the same; and 
which said sum of money, so advanced and forwarded, 
shall be appropriated by the said Commander, at his 
discretion, for the best interests of the Army and Go- 
vernment of Texas :—he being required to account with 
the Treasurer of the Government aforesaid, for the man- 
ner in which he shall appropriate said money, accompa- 
nied with the proper vouchers. 

SEC. 2. Be it. further ordained and decreed, That six 
hundred dollars of the money so appropriated by the first 
section of this Ordinance, the Treasurer is hereby au- 
thorized and required to pay over to Thomas Gay, Esq., 
of the town of San Felipe, whose receipt shall be a 
proper voucher for said Treasurer. 

SEC. 8. And be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
said Thomas Gay is hereby authorized and empowered 
to call on Andrew Ponton, Esq., Treasurer of the Muni- 
cipality of Gonzales, and demand and receive of said 
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Treasurer two hundred dollars, making up the sum of 
eight hundred dollars aforesaid: the receipt of said 
Thomas Gay? Esq., signed duplicate, one of which shall 
be filed in the Executive office, shall be a sufficient 
voucher for said Ponton, Treasurer aforesaid, in his set- 
tlement with the Government aforesaid. — __ 

Src. 4. And be. tt further ordained and decreed, That 
Matthew Caldwell, Esq., Deputy Contractor for the ar- 
my aforesaid, is hereby authorized by the Provisional 
Government aforesaid, to draw orders on Andrew Pon- 
ton, Treasurer aforesaid, to pay for provisions, trans- 
portation and other contingencies for the army aforesaid, 
the said Matthew Caldwell specifying in said orders or 
receipts, the article or articles for which the same may 
have been given. | 

Sec. 5. And be it further ordained and decreed by the 
Provisional Government aforesaid, That an ‘*Ordmance 
and Decree for advancing: the sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars for the benefit of the Volunteer Army of the Peo- 
ple under the command of General S. F. Austin, and 
other purposes," be, and is hereby, repealed; and that . 
the said Thomas Gay be directed to return to the Trea- 
surer, the money he may have received by virtue of said 
Ordinance, which is so repealed. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, December 1, 1835. 

-~ (Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Prest. of G. C. 

E. M. PEASE, 

Sec’y of Gen. Council. 

Approved, Dec. 2, 1835. 

| HENRY SMITH, 
| Governor. . 
C. B. Srewart, | 
Sec'y to Executive. 


~ 


An Ordinance and Decree for the relief of Lancelot Smithers 


and others. 


Be tt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Government 
of Texas, That the Treasurer of the Provisional Govern- 


ment of Texas, in pursuance of a Report adopted by 
| 4* 
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the General Council, be, authorized, and is hereby re- 
quired to pay Lancelot Smithers the sum of two hundred — 
and seventy dollars, as set forth in the first and fifth 
items of his account, for losses sustained and services 
rendered while in the service in the country, in the 
Volunteer Army of Texas: the above amount to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
riated. 

i Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Treasurer be required to pay to Thomas I. Shaw forty 
dollars; to H. H. Sockridge the sum of thirty five dollars ; 
to James D. Elliott the sum of thirty dollars, taking du- 
plicate receipts and depositing one in the Executive Of 
fice, from the above named persons, individually, for the 
sums so paid out—the same being for monies paid out by 
the above individuals, when sick on the road, while in 
the service of Texas, and provided for by an Ordinance 
of the Convention not yet carried into effect. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin Dec. 1, 1835. 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 2, 1835. : 
l HENRY SMITH, Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, Sec’y to Executive, &c. 


Resolution for changing the name of the Municipality of Be- 
vil to Jasper. 

Be it resolved, That the. name of the Municipality of 
Bevil be, and is hereby altered and changed to that of 
the Municipality of Jasper, and that the public business 
and proceedings of said Municipality, bein the name and 
style of Jasper instead of Bevil. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. Ist, 1835. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 

Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of the General 
Council. | 

E. M. Prase, Sec’ry of General Council. 

Approved, 3d Dec. 1835. 

HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


C. B. Stewart, Sec’ry to Executive, &c. 
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An Ordinance and Decree, making ut the duty of the Governor 


to issue a Special Commission and Warrant in.the case of 


Wm. H. Steele, Yc. 


Wuereas, the consultation of the chosen “delegate of 
all Texas, in General Convention assembled, by the 14th 
section of the Organic Law of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, made provision for the appointment of certain 
commissioners to carry into effect the requisitions of the 
said 14th section to be executed under the order of the 
Provisional Government; ‘‘Whereas W. H. Steele of 
Viesca, acting as a commissioner of deeds for the Nash- 
ville Colony, has denied and contemned the powers of 
the consultation aforesaid, and refuses to obey the com- 
mand of the Provisional Government issued through the 
proper officer; Therefore be it ordained and decreed, by the 
General Council of the Provisional Government of Texas, 
. That the Governor of the Provisional Government afore- 

said be required, and it is hereby made his duty, to is- 
sue a special commission and warrant of arrest to J. L. 
Hood, or to such other person or persons as he may think 
proper to carry into effect the 14th section of the Organic 
_Law aforesaid, and to arrest the person of the said W. H. 
Steele, and him forthwith to bring before.the General 
Council, of the Provisional Government aforesaid, to an- 
: swer for his contumely and contempt of the government- 
al authorities of the Provisional Government of Texas, 
created and adopted by the people's representatives in 
General Convention assembled, provided, in case of re- 
sistance on the part of the said W. H. Steele, the said 
J. L. Hood, or whomsoever the Governor may appoint, 
shall be empowered by a writ of assistance to be issued 
by the Govenor, at the same time with the special com- 
mission, to command, in the name of the people, all offi- 
cers, whether civil or military, and all good citizens to 
ive aid, and to be aiding and assisting the said J. L. 
ood, in order to carry into effect the mandates of the 
Provisional Government, as required by the 14th section 
of the law, formed by the General Convention, and the 
commands of the special commission aforesaid. 
-Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 2nd, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
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E. M. Pease, Sec’ry of General Council. 
Approved, 3rd Dec. 1836. E 

' HENRY SMITH, 
| ^ ‘Governor. 
Cuas. B. Stewart, Sec’ry of Executive. 


An Ordinance and Decree, to raise a Loan for the use of 
the Provisional Government of Texas. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That there shall be, and there is hereby 
created, a loan of one million of dollars for the use of the 
Provisional Government of Texas.  . 

Src. 2. Beit further ordained and decreed, c., That the 
Commissioners appointed by the General Convention, 
Stephen F. Austin, Branch T. Archer, and William H. 
Wharton, as agents of the Provisional Government to the 
U. States of the North, a majority of them, or either of 
them, or such other commissioner or commissioners as 
shall hereafter be appointed by the General Council of 
the Provisional Government aforesaid, be instructed to 
negotiate the said loan of one million of dollars, or such 
part thereof as they can effect, upon the best terms the 
market affords, not exceeding ten per cent. per annum. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, (yc., That 
the Governor shall immediately cause to be made out, 
ten several bonds or obligations, conditioned for the pay- 
ment of one hundred thousand dollars each, for a period 
of not less than five, or more than ten years, payable at 
the city of New York, or any city of the United States, 
as the case may be: The said bonds shall be signed by 
the Governor and President of the General Council, and 
attested by the Secretaries thereof, and when so made 
out, signed and attested as aforesaid, the Governor shall 
deliver the same to the said commissioner or commission- 
ers, appointed as aforesaid, who are hereby directed to 
proceed forthwith to the United States, and then and 
there, by all proper ways and means, by sale or pledge 
of said bonds, to effect the said loan or loans, or in such 
other manner as the said commissioner or commission- 
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ers may be instructed, and if the said bonds shall be so 
sold or pledged, the said commissioner .or commission- 
ers are hereby required, and itis hereby made their du- 
ty, to require the purchasers thereof, or the persons to 
whom the same may have been pledged, or loan other- 
wise effected, to deposit and place the money for which 
the said bonds are sold or pledged, or loan otherwise ef- 
fected, to tne credit of the Provisional Government of 
Texas, in the Union Bank of Louisiana, at New Orleans, 
subject to be drawn for in such a manner as the Provi- 
sional Góvernment may hereafter direct. . 

Sec. 4. And be it further ordained and decreed, (yc., 
That it shall be the duty of the Governor to give such in- 
structions to the said commissioner or commissioners, as 
the General Council shall order and direct for effecting 
the loan aforesaid. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 4th, 1836. 


* JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officie Pres't of G. C. 


E. M. PEASE, , 

Sec'ry of General Council. 
Approved, 5th Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 

Governor. 
Cuas. B. Stewart, M od 


Sec'ry, &c. 


An Ordinance creating a Municipality off of, and from the 
West side of the present Municipality of Matagorda to be 
called the Munerpality of Jackson. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it 3e hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That a Municipality shall be created off. 
of, and from the west side of the present Municipality of - 
Matagorgla, the same shall be known, by the name of the 
Municipality of Jackson, and the Capital shall be at the 
town of Texana, lately known as Santa Anna. 

The Municipality of Jackson is to be ®omprehended in 
the following boundaries, to wit: beginning at a point on 
Matagorda Bay, equi distant from the Tres Palacios, 


( 46 ) 


and Carancahua Bayous, and from thence running by a _ 
dividing line, to the head waters of the Tres Palacios 
Bayou, and from thence a due North course to the Nortli- 
ern boundary line of the Municipality of Matagorda ; 
thence along said boundary line à due west course to 
the La Bacca River ; thence down the centre of the said 
River, to the anchorage ground of the La Bacca Bay, in 
the Matagorda Bay ; thence to the Eastward along the 
Northern shore of Matagorda. Bay tothe place of begin- 
ning. . l 

The said Jackson Municipality shall be entitled to all 
the functionaries which the other Municipalities are, or’ 
may be, entitled to; and they shall be created in the 
same manner as in others. a p 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 2, 1835. 


(Signed). JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
. Lient. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Pass, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 


Approved, December 5, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


; Governor. 
C.. B. STEWART, 
Executive Secretary, &c. 


An Ordinance and Decree altering and changing the man- 
ner of drawing Drafts on the Treasurer, Ge. 


Src. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
darned and decreed, That the Committee of Finance be 
authorized, and it is hereby, made the duty of said 
Committee, on the final adjustment and settlement of 
any amount or amounts, where a balance is obtained 
of the Government, to draw an order upon the Treasurer 
for the amount found due, to be paid out of ary monies 
not otherwise appropriated, which order shall be signed 
by the Chairman of said Committee, and shall be a suf- 
ficient voucher in the settlement of accounts with the 
Treasurer, who shall take receipts agreeably to an Or- 
dinance of the General Council, passed on the 24th of 
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November; . and so-much of the said Ordinance which 
requires all orders upon the Treasurer to be passed by 
the General Council and signed by the Governor and 
Secretary, be, and the same is hereby repealed: provided, 
that the. said Committee on Finance shall report all 
drafts.or orders upon the Treasurer, to the General 
Council; and that the note. thereof, specifying the 
amount and date théreof, may be entered upon the pro- 
ceedings of this House. - _ 

Sec. 9. And be «t further ordained dnd decreed, That 
all orders of appropriation of money, by the General 
Council of the Provisional Government of Texas, shall 
be referred to the Committee on Finance, who shall, in 
liké manner, draw upon the Treasurer for the amount or 
amounts, in favor of the person or‘ persons who is or are 
named to receive the same, as. porond in the first sec- 
tion of this Ordinance. 


Passed at San Félipe de "Austin, Dec. 2, 1835. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, ^ 


Sec’y to Gen. Council. 


Veto not sustained, but passed by the constitutional 
majority and signed 19th December, 1835. 


HENRY SMITH, 
"Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, 
Sec’y to Executive, &c. 


anms zur IE ED 


An Ordinance and Decree to organize and establish an Ae 
thary Volunteer Corps to the Army of Texas, and other 
purposes. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained: 
and decreed by the General "Council of the Provisional 
Government ` of Texas, That all volunteers who shall ten- 
der their services to the Government of Texas, for and 
during the war, under the organic laws thereof, shall 
report to the Governor or to the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army, whose duty it shall be to accept their ser- 
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vices and make a corresponding report to the Governor, 
who shall issue commissions accordingly." `. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordawned :and. decreed, Ye, That 
the commanding officer of a detachment, company, bat- 
tallion or regiment, as aforesaid, shall, and it is hereby 
made his duty, upon his reporting to the Governor or to 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of Texas, to ac- 
company said report with a muster-roll of his com- 
mand, and he shall certify thesame; and it shall be the 
duty of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army to forward 
the same to the Governor of Texas, after having caused 
to be taken and filed in his office, copies of the same.: 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the “Volunteer Auxilhary Corps,” as aforesaid, shall be- 
organized as follows:—Each_ platoon shall contain not 
less than twenty-eight men; rank and file; each company 
two platoons or fifty six men, rank and file; each bat- 
talion five companies, or two hundred. and eighty men, 
rank and file; each regiment two battalions, or five hun- 
dred aud sixty men, rank and file: that each platoon 
may be officered by one First-Lieutenant; each com- 
pany, one Captain, one First-Lieutenant and one Se- 
cond-Lieutenant; each battalion one Major, and each 
regiment one Colonel, one Lieutenant-Colonel, and one 
Major; and all volunteer officers shall take rank in their 
respective grades, according to the date of their com- 
missions; and where there are several officers in any one 
grade of the same date of appointment, seniority of rank 
shall be determined by drawing numbers, which shall be 
done by order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 

SEC. 4. Be tt further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
each volunteer, who shall volunteer his services and is 
accepted by the Government, agreeably to the provisions 
of this Ordinance, shall receive the same pay, rations and 
clothing which was allowed by the laws of the United 
States, during their last war with Great Britain. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
all volunteers who shall enter the service agreeably to 
the provisions of this decree, shall be entitled to one 
mile square, or six hundred and forty acres of land, to be 
selected out of the public domain of Texas; and all vo- 
lunteers who shall become disabled in the service of 
Texas, and who shall be discharged therefor, before the 
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expiration of the term for which they volunteered, in con- 
sequence of inability or disability, shall receive the 
aforesaid one mile square, or six hundred and forty acres 
of land as a bounty. | 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, §c., That 
if any volunteer or volunteers shall die in the service of 
Texas, then, and in that case, it shall be, and is hereby 
declared that their bounty of land shall descend to their 
heirs and legal di groans or representatives, with 
all the benefits which the said volunteer could have 
claimed had he been living. 

Sec. 7. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
it shall be the duty of the Governor or the Commander- 
in-Chief to accept all volunteers who shall tender their 
services for a less time than during the war, agreeably to 
what he shall think the defence of the country and the 
good of the service may require; and all volunteers thus 
accepted, shall be allowed the same pay, clothing and 
rations that are allowed by this Ordinance, to the vo- 
lunteers. whose services are accepted for and during the 
war: and shallbe placed upon the same footing with 
the Permanent Volunteers, except the allowance of the 
bounty of land. - 

Sec. 8. Be i further ordained and decreed, (yc., That 
when any vacancy shall occur in the Volunteer Corps of 
Texas, the same shall be filled by lineal or company 
promotion, as the case may be; and all the command 
subordinate to the station or appointment, which has 


-been vacated by promotion, as before provided, all the 


rank and file of the command, as aforesaid, shall have a 
right to vote in the election. — . 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
when any vacancy shall occur in the Volunteer Corps, it 
it shall be filled by company promotion; and that. when 
promotions to fill vacancies are thus made, it shall be the 
duty of the Colonel, or volunteer officer highest in com- 
mand, to order an election to fill the vacancy thus erea- 
ted by promotion, aforesaid; and the same shall be cer- 
tified to the Commander-in-Chief, whose duty it shall be 
to forward the same to the Governor, who shall issue 
commissions accordingly. 

Sec. 10. Be it further ordained and decreed, §c., That 
all volunteers for three months, in the Auxiliary Volun- 
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teer Corps of Texas, shall bẹ entitled to abounty of three 
hundred and twenty aeres of land, after receiving am 
honorable discharge. 

Sec. 11. Be i further ordained and decreed, &., That. 
there shall be allowed to each Regiment of the Regular 
Army of the Auxiliary Volunteer Corps, or of Militia of 
Texas, one Adjutant, one Pay-master, one Quarter-mas- 
ter, one Quarter-master-Sergeant, one Commissary and 
one Sergeant-Major to be appointed by the Colonel, and 
1o be taken out of the Subalterns of the line of such Re- 
giment; also, one Surgeon and one Surgeon’s Mate, to 
be appointed, in the Regular Army, by the Surgeon Ge- 
neralthereof; and in the Militia or Auxiliary Volunteer 
Corps, by the Colonel or commanding officer thereof; 
all of which said Stafi-Officers shall receive the same 
additional pay and emoluments, and the same pay, ra- 
tions and clothing as Staff-Officers of the same rank and 
grade in the service of the Army of the United States of 
Ameri 1Ca. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 5, 1835. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
‘Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, 8th Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


Resolution authorizing W. Pettus to purchase certain arti- 
cles for ihe use of the Volunteer Army now in the field. 
fiesolved, That the Contractor for the Volunteers, W. 

Poitus, be instructed to proceed immediately to the 

tvwns on the scacoast and purchase the following arti- 

cles'for the Army and cause the same to be forwarded 
with despaich, viz: | 

666 pairs warm Pantaloons, 

666 * Socks, 

3809 - Vests, 

333 Round Jackets. 

And be «t also resolved, That the said Contractor be in- 

structed to forward, at all times, to the Volunteer Armv. 
such things as may be, from time to time, ordered by the 


( 5t ) 


Commander of that Army, and report the same to the 
Provisional Government. ` 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, December 5, 1835, 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
| Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
iE. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 6,1835. ^ - ' 
. HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


See eel 


An Ordinance and Decree designating the Boundaries to the 
Municipality of Jefferson, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Be w ordained and decreed, und wt às hereby or- 
darned and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That the Municipality of Jefferson 
shall have the following boundaries, viz: To commence 
on the Sabine River, fifteen miles above Ballow’s Ferry, 
and run down said River to its junction with Sabine 
Bay; thence West, along said Bay, to the mouth of the 
River Neches; thence, up said River, to Grant’s Blut, 
and thence, on a direct line to the place of beginning. 

SEC. 3. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
Messrs. John Cole, Richard Ballow, John Harmon and 
Thomas Heart be, and they are hereby authorized, to se- 
tecta suitable place for the Seat of Justice for the aforesaid 
Municipality. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 5, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 

Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 

Sec’y of Gen. Council. . 
Approved, December 9, 1835. - 

HENRY .SMITH, . 
Governor, 

C. B. STEWART, 

Executive Secretary, &c.. 
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An Ordinance and Decree authorizing and requiring the 
Governor to give instructions to Commissioners to the Uni- 
ted States of the North. 

SEC. 1. Be wt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provis- 
tonal Government of Texas, That S. F. Austin, Branch 
T. Archer and William H. Wharton, appointed by the 
General Convention on the twelfth day of November 
last, as Public Agents, or all or either of them, or such 
other agents as may be hereafter appointed by the Ge- 
neral Council, shall receive their instruction from, and 
signed by the Governor, and attested by the Executive 
` Secretary, and itas hereby made the duty of the Go- 
vernor to give the same, upon the principles and for the 
. objects hereinafter stated; and be directed to proceed, 
with all convenient despatch, to the said United States 
of North America, in execution of the duties assigned 
them.. 

Sec 2. And be w further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That the Commissioners aforesaid shall be instructed to 
effect a Loanfor Texas, for the amount and upon the 
principles declared in an Ordinance of the Provisional 
Government, entitled ** An Ordinance to raise a Loan for 
the use of the Provisional Government of Texas,” passed 
December 4th, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
five. 

Src. 3. And be it further ordained and decreed, éyc., 
That if the Loan on Government Bonds cannot be ad- 
vantageously negotiated, that the Commissioners be in- 
structed to pledge, or hypothecate the public lands of 
"Texas, and to pledge the public faith of Texas, in such. 
manner, and with such restrictions as shall best com- 
port with the honor and dignity of the State, and give 
effect to the pledges: provided, also, that the said Com- 

-missioners shall be authorized and instructed to create 
a Stock or Funded Debt, upon such pledges as may be 
agreed upon, to be sold in shares on terms such as will 
not exceed the rate per cent. ordained in the Ordinance, 
authorizing a Loan tor Teras. And be it, also, further 
provided, that such part or parts of the public revenues 
of the country may be pledged, as shall be sufficient to 
pay the annual interest upon any and all Loans effected 
under the restrictions hereinbefore stated, 
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Sno. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, $c., That 
the said Commissioners shall be authorized and required. 
to make purchases, by and through proper and compe- 
tent agents, appointed by them, or a majority of them, 
of all the munitions of war, camp equipage, supplies 
and other articles ordered to be procured by an Ördi- | 
nance, entitled ** An Ordinance to purchase Munitions 
of War, Provisions, &c., for the use of the Army and 
defence of the Sea Coast,” passed the 27th day of No- 
vember, 1835, and forward such articles under instruc- 
tions of the Governor, to such points, and in charge of 
such persons as he.may, m conjunction with the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Regular Army, direct. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, ‘That it shall 
be the duty of the said Commissioners, or a majority of 
them, as soon as may be, to purchase one or more, or all 
the vessels of war, of the character and description con- 
tained in the Ordinance, entitled an Ordinance ‘for es- 
tablishing a Navy," passed the 25th day of November, 
1835; and they shall be authorized and empowered to 
appoint an agent or agents for said purpose, and for 
any other object connected with their mission, with full 
powers to act in the name and behalf of the ** Provisional 
Government of Texas,” in the name of said Commis- 
sioners, who shall be held accountable for the fidelity 
of any agent or agents &0 appointed by them: Sane 
provided, that the said Commissioners, or a majority o 
them, may give Letters of Marque and Reprisal, D d 
which they shall be furnished in blank, legally signed 
by the Governor and Secretary, to such persons, and un- 
der such restrictions, as are required by the ranee 
of the Provisional Government of Texas. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, That i in the 
event of effecting à Loan; as provided for by the Ordi- 
nance passed for that purpose, the said Commissioners, 
ora majority of them, shall be authorized and empow- 
ered to give orders or checks upon the bank where is de- 
posed the monies of the Government for the payment 
thereof, so that the amount drawn shall not.exceed twe 
handted thousand dollars; and the balance of the mo- 
nies deposited shall remain subject to the future orders 
of the “ Provisional Government,” :to whose credit the 
whole Loan shall be first entered. E 

5* 
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Sec. 7. And be it further ordaincd and decreed, That 
the said Commissioners shall be furnished with sepa- 
rate instructions, to hold communication with the Go- 
vernment of the United States of North America, rela- 
tive to the political situations and relations of Texas, 
under such instructions as the Governor may deem pru- 
dent and consistent in the present revolutionary state of 
Texas and the Mexican Republic; and that such in- 
structions may be sent at the discretion of the Execu- 
tive. ae 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 5, 1835. _ 

(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of the G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, | 
Sec’y to Gen. Council. 

Approved, December 5, 1836. 

HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


WHEREAS, a communication having been received, by 
the Council, from General Edward Burleson, the 
Commander-in-Chief near Bexar, of the Volunteer Ar- 
my, which was referred to your Committee to examine 
and report upon, whereby we are informed that Col. 
William Pettus has been appointed Contractor for 
the Volunteer Army— 
Therefore, be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 

dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 

Government of Texas, That the appointment of Colonel 

William Pettus, as Contractor for the Volunteer Army 

near Bexar, be confirmed by the General Council. 


SEC. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
said Contractor, William Pettus, be fully authorized 
and empowered, and he is hereby authorized and em- 
powered to procure, by purchase or otherwise, all such 
articles of clothing, provisions, military supplies, &c., 
as may, from time to time, be ordered by the Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Volunteer Army, or the General Coun- 
cil; and the same to be forwarded by the said Con- 
tractor to such place or places as he may be instructed 
by the authority aforesaid. 
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. Sec. 8. Be it further ordained and decreed, &., That 
the said Contractor, William Pettus, shall report^monthly 
to the General Council, all articles which may be ob- 
tained and forwarded to the aforesaid Volunteer Army 
by himself; and that the said Contractor shall take 
sufficient vouchers, as contemplated by the Ordinance 
passed on the 24th of November, 1835. 


SEC. 4. Be w further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the aforesaid Contractor, William Pettus, give bond and 
security in the amount of two thousand dollars for the 
faithful performance of his duty as Contractor; and that 
the said bond be taken in the name of the Provisional 
Governor, and his successor in office. 


Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
said Contractor, William Pettus be, and is hereby au- 
thorized to appoint one or more deputies, should it be- 
come necessary; and that the said Contractor be held 
responsible for all the acts of his deputy or deputies, 
while in the discharge of their duties or duty as Con- 
tractor or Contractors. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 5, 1835. 


(Signed) ' JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 5, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


A Resolution authorizing the Commanding General to send 
one or two Agents, Yc., with the Commissioners to the 


United. States, ác. 


Resolved, That the Commanding General be, and is 
hereby authorized to send one or more agents out of his 
Staff, or officers in the line, in company with the Com- 
missioners to the United States, to purchase, under the 
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direction of said Commissioners, provisions, arms and 
munitions for the supply of the Regular Army. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1885. 


(Signed) JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 8, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 

Governor. 


A Resolution authorizing the Commissioners to the United 
States, to divide the Deposite between the Union Bank of 
Louisiana and the Bank of Orleans. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners to the United States 
be, and are hereby authorized to divide the deposite, or- 
dered to be made in New: Orleans, between the Union 
Bank of Louisiana and the Bank of Orleans, in such 
proportion as they may deem best. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1835. 

. JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov..and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
sec’y to Gen. Council. 

Approved, December 8, 1835. 

HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 


Resolution authorizing our Foreign Agents to receive Dona- 
tons for Texas. 


Be ù resolved by the General Council, That our Foreign 
Agents shall be authorized and empowered, and- are 
hereby authorized and empowered, to receive all mo- 
nies and dohations of any kind that may be given, or 
presented to Texas, by the citizens of the country which 


(67) 


they may visit; and if. said Agents should receive an 
money, or monies, to deposite the same in some s A 
Bank, and report the same to the Provisional Govern-. 
ment of Texas. : 
Be ıt further Resolved, That a certified copy of this 
Resolution be furnished said Agents. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON,. 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G.C.. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, 8th Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
(C. B. STEWART, 


Exective Secretary. 
eero 


Resolved, That William Pettus, the, Contractor for the 
Volunteer Army, in conjunction and with the advice of 
"T. F. M'Kinney, be directed to make such provisions 
for General Mexia and his command, at the mouth of 
ihe Brazos, as will enable them to proceed into the in- 
terior, &c., with the object of carrying the war into the 
enemy’s country; and that General Mexia be required 
to report his plan of operations through the said Con- 
tractor, in writing, to the Provisional Government of 
Texas. / 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1835. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 


Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec’y of Gén. Council. 1 

Passed by a constitutional majority, my veto to the 

contrary notwithstanding. t) 
, HENRY SMITH, 


Governor, 


| 


CHas. B. STEWART, 
Sec'y of Executive, 
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An Ordinance and Decree to provide for the Outfit and 
Contingent Expenses of our Foreign Agents to the United 
States of Amersca. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the authority of the General Council of the Provi- 
stonal Government of Texas, That the Governor shall be, 
and is hereby, authorized to draw on Messrs. M’Kinney 
and Williams, of Quintana, in favor of each of our Fo- 
reign Agents, Messrs. S. F. Austin and D. T. Archer, 
for the sum of five hundred dollars; or to draw bills 
of exchange, bonds of credit, or any other writing obli- 
gatory, which may enable them to raise the sum of five 
hundred dollars each, for the purpose of defraying the 
expenses of their mission. 

SEC. 9. Be wt further ordained and decreed, That our 
Foreign Agents to the United States of America, Messrs. 
S. F. Austin and B. T. Archer, be, and they are hereby 
authorized to draw upon any agent'or agents, bank or 
banks in which any ofthe funds of Texas may be de- 
posited, for a further sum of two thousand dollars each, 
for the purpose of defraying any other expenses of their 
said mission, for all of which sum so drawn, the Pro- 
visional Government is held liable and responsible. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1835. 

i JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C, 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen: Council. 
Approved, December 8, 1836. 
HENRY SMITH, 
` Governor. 
€. B. STEWART, 
Sec’y to Executive, &c, 
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Be it resolved, That the prisoners taken at Goliad, 
Col. Sandoval and others, be taken to the town of San 
Augustine, in the Municipality of San Augustine, and 
there delivered to the Committee of Vigilance and 
Safety, antl by them to be safely kept, subject to the dis- 
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position of the Council; and that the Governor be, and 
is hereby empowered to carry into full force and effect 
this Resolution. 
Done at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 6, 1835. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, ' 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. ' ; 
Approved, December 12, 1835. 
E HENRY SMITH 
Governor. 
Caas. B. STEWART, : 
Sec’y of Executive, &c. ` 
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An Ordinance and Decree for creating a General Posi- 
Ofíice Departineni. 

Sno. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained. and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That there shall be, and there is 
hereby created and established a General .Post-Office, 
tobe under the charge and direction of a Postmaster- 
General to be appointed by the General Council, who 
shall give bond with approved security, in a sam not 
less than five thousand dollars, payable to the Governor 
for the time being, and his successor in office. "The 
“ "Postmaster-General " shall have power to appoint the 
necessary assistants and clerks for doing the business of 
his office: he shall establish Post-Offices and appoint 
postnaasters at such places as he shail deem expedient, 
on the Post-Roads that are or may be established by Or- 
dinances and Decrees of the Provisional Government; 
he shall give instructions, to the postmasters and all 
other persons he shall employ, or who may be employed 
in any.of the Departments of the ** General Post-Office," 
relative to their several duties: he shall provide for the 
carriage of the Mail on all post-roads that are or may be 
established by the Ordifanees and Decrees of the Go- 
vernment aforesaid, as often as he shall think proper— 
having regard to the productiveness thereof; he shall 
obtain from the several post-masters their accounts and 
vouchers for the.receipts and expenditures of their seve- 
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ral offices once in every three months, or oftener if he — 
think proper, showing the balance thereon in favor or 
against the General Post-Office; he shall pay all neces- 
sary expenses incident to the General Post-Office in 
consequence of mails, collection of the revenue, and in 
the general management thereof, from the incomes of the 
General Post-Office Department, if the receipts thereof 
be sufficient, otherwise he shall report the deficiency to 
the Governor of the Provisional Government, who shall 
submit the same to the legislative power for providing 
ways and means for such deficiency; he shall prose- 
cute, or cause to be prosecuted, all offences against the 
s General Post-Office" establishment; he shall render 
an account, current, to the ** Provisional Government of 
Texas" once in every three months, of all the receipts 
and expenditures in the said Department, to be adjudi- 
cated and settled as other public accounts, at the same 
time stating generally the condition of the Department, 
suggesting such improvements as, in his opinion, may 
be useful and necessary—and he shall render his first 
quarterly accounts on the first: day of March. eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six; he shall have a general super- 
intendence of the business of the said Department in all 
the duties that are or may be assigned to it—provided, 
that in case of the death, resignation or removal from of- 
fice of the ** Postmaster-General," all the duties of the 
Department shall be performed by his assistant or chief 
clerk, until a successor shall be appointed to take charge 
of the General Post-Office Department. 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Post-Master-General, and all assistants, clerks and post- 
masters, and other persons employed in and about the 
Department, or in the care, custody, or conveyance of 
their mails, shall previous to, entering upon the respect- 
ive duties assigned them, take and subscribe the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation in addition to the oaths re- 
quired of all officers of the Government, before some 
person legally authorized to administer oaths: 

“That I will faithfully perform all the duties required 
of me and abstain from every thing forbidden by the 
laws, in relation to the establishing of a General Post- 
Office and Post-Itoads." 

SEC. 9. Be at further ordawed and decreed, That the 
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Postmaster-General may provide, by contract, for the 
conveyance of the mail on any Road on which a stage, 
waggon, or any other stage carriage shall be established, 
on condition that the expense thereof shall not exceed 
the income thence arising. All contracts for carrying 
the mail, whether on horseback or otherwise, shall.be 
for any term not exceeding two years—revocable at the 
pleasure of the Postmaster-General, and at all times 
subject to such alterations, as to time of departure, ar- 
rival and distances, and frequency of transportation as 
he may think proper—subject, however, to increase or 
diminution on the amount to be paid on said contract to 
the Contractor, in ratio of increase or diminution of 
services required; and it shall be lawful for the Post- 
master-General to impose such fines and forfeitures 
upon the Mail Contractors for all failures they may make, 
in not regularly and faithfully complying with the terms 
of their contract as, in his opinion, may be just and 
proper: provided, that no fine, for a failure in delivering 
any mail at the appointed time, shall exceed the pay for 
one trip. 

Suc. 4. Be ut further ordained and decreéd, "That no 
other than a free white European, Anglo-American, or 
Mexican shall be employed in conveying the Mail on any 
of the Post-Itoeds, either as earrier, rider or driver; and. 
any and every violation of this Ordinance shall subject 
the Contractor, for each offence, to forfeit and pay the 
sum of one hundred dollars—one moiety thereof to the 
useof the Provisional Government, the other moiety to the 
person who shall sue for and prosecute the same before 
any court having jurisdiction thereof, _ 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, That. if 
any person shall, knowingly and wilfully, cbstruct or re- 
tard the passage of the mail, or of any driver or carrier, 
or of dny horse or carriage carrying the same, he shall, 
upon conviction thereof, for every such offence, pay a 
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars; and if any fer- 
ryman shall, by wilful neglect or refusal to transport the 
mail across any ferry; hinder or delay the same, he shall 
forfeit and pay, for every ten minutes the same shall be 
delayed, a sum not exceeding ten dollars. 

SEC. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, That it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to give pub- 
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lic notice in one or more of the newspapers of Texas, 
for at least four weeks before entering into any contract 
for carrying the mail, that such.contract is intended to 
be closed on the day, and at such place as he may de- 
signate, that sealed proposals will be received. for .con- 
tracts. The notice shall designate the places from and 
to which such mail 1s to be conveyed—the time at which. 
it is to be made up, and the days and hours in which it 
is to be delivered: he shall, moreover, within thirty days: 
after the making of any contract, lodge the duplicate 
thereof, together with a copy of the proposals which he 
shall have received respecting it, in the Executive Office 
of Texas; and no contract shall be entered into for & 
longer time than two years. K 

SEC. 7. Be it further ordained and decreed, That every 
postmaster shall.keep an office, in which one or more 
persons shall attend on every day on which a mail or 
bag, or other packet or parcel of letters, shall arrive, by 
land or water, as well as on such other days and hours 
as the Postmaster-General shall direct, for the purpose 
of performing the duties of his office; and it shall be the 
duty of all postmasters, at all reasonable hours, on every 
day of the week, to deliver, on demand, any letter, paper 
or packet to any person entitled to or authorized to re- 
ceive the same: and all letters brought to any office half 
an hour before the time of making up the mail at such 
office, shall be forwarded therein. 

Sec. 8. Be it further ordained and decreed, That no 
ives ov perquisites shall be received by any person em- 
ployed in the General Post-Office, on account of the du- 
ues to be performed in virtue.of his office. 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
following rates of postage shall be charged on all letters 
and packets (except such as are hereinafter exempted) 
conveyed by the mails and posts of Texas—that is to 
sav: for every letter composed of a single sheet of paper, 
and conveyed any distance. not exceeding twenty miles, 
six and one-fourth cents; over twenty and not exceed- 
ing fifty miles, twelve and a half cents; over fifty and | 
not exceeding one hundred miles, eighteen and three- 
fourth cents; over one hundred and not exceeding two 
hundred miles, twenty-five cents; all distances exceed- 
ing two hundred miles, thirty-seven and. a half cents; 
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"upon all ship letters, six and one-fourth cents shall be 
-charged in addition to the above rates; on all letters 
composed of two pieces of paper, there shall be charged 
double the .rate of a single letter; letters composed of 
three pieces of paper, triple those rates; and for every 
packet-composed of four or more pieces of paper or other 
thing, and weighing one ounce, quadruple those rates, 
and in that proportion for all greater weights; and for 
allletters or newspapers going out of Texas, it shall be 
the duty of the post-masters to require the postage in 
‘advance. 
Sec. 10. Be u further ordained and decreed, That it 
any post-master, or any person authorized by the Post- 
master-General. to receive the postage of letters, shall 
fraudulently demand or receive any rate of postage, gra- 
tuity or reward, further than is provided by this Ordi- 
nance, for the postage of letters and packets, on convic- 
tion thereof, he shall forfeit, for every such offence, one 
‘hundred dollars, and shall be rendered forever incapa- 
ble of holding any office of trust under the Government 
of Texas. 

. Sec. 11. Be t further ordained and decreed, That no 
‘ship or vessel arriving at any port within Texas, where 
a post-office is established, shall be admitted to report, 
‘make entry, or break bulk until the master or commander 
shall have delivered to the postmaster all letters directed 
to any person or persons within Texas, under his care 
or within his power, which shall be brought in such ship 
or vessel—except such as are directed to. the owner or 
consignee of such ship or vessel; and except, aiso, such 
as are directed to be delivered at the port of delivery to 
which such ship or vessel may be bound. And it shall 
be the duty of the- Collector, or óthei officer of the port 
.empowered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to re- 
quire from every master or owner, or commander of 
such ship or vessel, an oath or affirmation purporting 
that he has delivered all such letters except as aforesaid; 
andif any eommander or master of any such ship or 
vessel shall break bulk before-he shall have complied 
with the requirements.of.this erdinance, every such of- 
fender shall, on conviction:thereof, forfeit for every such 
offence, à sum not exceeding one hundred.dollars. 

SEC. 12. Be gt further ordained and decreed, That the 
postmasters to whom.such letters or packages shall be 
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delivered, shall pay to the master or commander, or any 
person delivering the same, (except the commanders of 
foreign packets) three cents for each letter or packet, and 
shall obtain from the person delivering the same a cer- 
tificate stating the number of letters and ‘packets, with 
the name of the ship or vessel, and the place from whence 
she last sailed; which certificate, with a receipt for the 
money, shall be reported with his quarterly accounts 
curreut, to the Postmaster-General, which amount will 
bo placed to his credit. 

Sec. 13. Be it further ordained and decreed, That if 
any person other than the Postmaster-General or his 
deputy, or persons by them employed, shall be con- 
cerned insetting up or maintaining any foot or horse, post- 
waggon or other post-carriage, on any established post- 
road, or from one post-town to another post-town, or any 
road adjacent or parallel to an established spost-road, or 
any packet boat or other vessel to ply regularly from one 
place to another, between which regular communication 
by water shall be established by the Provisional Govern- 
inent of Texas; and shall receive any letter or packet, 
other than newspapers, Magazines or pamphlets, and 
carry the same by such foot, stage, waggon, or other 
carriage, or packet boat, or vessel, excepting only such 
letter or letters as may be directed to the owner or owners 
of such conveyance, and relative to the same, or to the 
person to whom any packet or bundle in such conveyance 
is intended to be deliveréd; every person so offending 
shall forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dollars. 

Sec. 14.: Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
deputy postmasters, and other agents of the. “ Post- 
master-General,” shall duly account and answer to him 
for all way-letters which shall come to their hands; and 
ior this purpose, the post-riders and other carriers of the 
mail receiving any way-letter or letters, which they shall 
be bound todo if presented two miles and upwards from 
a post-office, shall deliver the said letter or letters to the 
post-master or his deputy, at the first post-office he may 
arrive at, together with the postage, if paid, whose duty 
it shall be to specify the same as way-letters, adding 
six and one-fourth cents additional postage on each let- 
ter he may have so received, to be paid by him to the 
carrier who delivered them—letters directed to persons 
living between post-offices may be delivered by the car- 
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vier and the postage thereon duly collected 3 and it shall 
be the duty of the carriers of the mails to take charge of 
all such letters as shall, for that purpose, be committed 
to them by the post-masters, and collect the postage 
thereof, which it-shall be the duty of the post-rider to 
pay over to the said postmaster as itis collected; and 
for every letter so delivered, the mail carrier delivéring 
the same, shall be allowed to demand and receive six and. 
one-fourth cents to his own use besides the ordinary 
postage. If any postmaster or, other agent of the Post- 
master-General shall neglect to account for the same, he 
or they so offending shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit 
for every such offence, a sum not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

SEC. 15. Be it further ordained and decreed, That it 
any postmaster or other agents of General Post-Office, 
shall unlawfully detain, delay, or open any letter, packet, 
‘bag or mail of letters with which he shall be entrusted, 
or which shall have come to his or their possession, and 
which are intended to be conveyed by post; or if any 
such person shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letter 
or packet entrusted to him or them, as aforesaid, and 
which shall not contain any security for or assurance rc- 
lating to money, as hereinafter described, every such oi- 
fender being thereof duly convicted shall, for every such 
offence, be fined ina sum not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding six months. 
according to the circumstances or aggravation of the ot- 
fence; and if any person, employed as aforesaid, shali 
secrete, embezzle, or destroy any letter, packet, mail, or 
bag of letters with which he shall be entrusted or which 
shall have come into his or their possession, and are in- 
tended to be conveyed by post, containing any bank note, 
post bill, or other paper expressive of value, or if any 
such person employed, as aforesaid; shall steal or take 


any of the same out of any letter, packet bag, or mail of 


letters that shall come to his possession, he shall, for 
every such offence, be imprisoned for a term not exceed- 
ing ten years; and if any person who shall have taken 
charge of the Mail of Texas shall quit or desert the same 
before he delivers it info the post-office kept at the termi- 
nation of his route, or to some known mail-carrier or 
agent of the General, Post-Office, duly authorized to re- 
6* 
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ceive the same, every such person so offending, shall for- 
feit and pay a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars 
for every such offence; andif any person concerned in 
carrying the Mailof'Fexas, shall cause or procure the 
same to be done cohtrary to this ordinance, every such 
offender shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a 
sum not exceeding two hundred dollars: 

Suc. 16. Be it further ordamed and decreed, That if any 
person shall rob any carrier of the Mail of ‘Texas, or 
other person entrusted with such mail, or any part thereof, 
every such offender or offenders shall, on conviction, 
be imprisoned not exceeding ten years; and if convicted 
a second time of a like offence, he or they shall suffer 
death; or if in effecting such robbery of the mail the first 
time, the offender shall wound the person having the 
custody thereof, or put his life in jeopardy by the use of 
dangerous weapons, such offender or offenders shall suf- 
fer death; and if any person shall attempt to rob the 
Mail of Texas by assaulting the person having the cus- 
iody thereof, by shooting at him or his horse or mule, or 
threaten him with dangerous weapons, and the robbing 
is not effected, every such offender, on conviction there- 
of, shall be punished by imprisonment not exceeding ten 
years; and if any person shall steal the mail, or shall 
steal or take out any mail or part thereof, out of any 
‘post-office, or any letter or packet; or if any person 
shall take the mail or any letter or packet therefrom, 
or from any person whether with or without the consent 
of the person having custody thereof, the same contain- 
ing any article of value; or if any person shall, by fraud 
or deception, obtain from any person having custody 
thereof, any mail, letter or packet, or any article of 
value, such offender or offenders, on conviction thereof, 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding three vears; and if 
any letter or packet not containing arty article ot valuc, 
or evidence thereof, out of a post-office, or shall open 
any letter or packet which shall have been in a post-of- 
fice, or in the custody of a mail carrter, before 1t shall 
have been delivered to whom it is directed, with a de- 
sign to abstract the correspondence or to pry into ano- 
ther’s business, or shall secrete, émbezzle or destroy any 
such mail, letter or packet, such offender upon eonvic- 
tion shall, for every such offence, pay a fine not exeeed- 
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ing five hundred dollars,and be imprisoned not exceeding 
twelve months. ' 

Sec. 17. Be it further ordained and decreed, That if 
any person shall rip, cut, tear or burn, or otherwise in- 
jure any portmanteau, vallise, or other bag used or di- 
rected to be used by any person acting under the au- 
thority of the Postmaster-General, or any person in 
whom his powers are vested, in the conveyance of any 
mail, letter, packet, newspaper or pamphlet—or shalt 
draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of any lock, 
chain or strap attached or belonging to any such vallise, 
portmanteau or bag with an intent to rob or steal any 
mail, letter, packet, newspaper or pamphlet, or to render 
either of the same insecure, every such offender upon 
conviction shall, for every such offence, pay a sum not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not 
exceeding three years, at the discretion of the court be- 
fore whom such conviction is had. 

Sec. 18. Best further ordained and decreed, That every 
person who shall, from and after the passage of this or- 
dinance, procure, aid, advise or assist in the doing ør 
perpetrating of any of the acts or erimes by this ordi- 
nance forbidden to be done or performed, shall be sub- 
ject to the same penalties and punishments as the per- 
sons are subject to, who shall actually do or perpetrate 
any of the said acts or crimes, according to the provisions 
of this ordinance. 

SEC. 19. Bei further ordained and decreed, That every 
person who shall be imprisoned by a judgment of court, 
under and by virtue of the fourteenth, fifteenth, six- 
teenth and seventeenth sections of this ordinance, shall 
be kept at hard labor, or otherwise shall be fined and 
punished as the court may direct. 

Sec. 90. Be it ordained and, decreed, §c., That the 
postmasters shall respectively publish, at the expiration 
of every three months, or oftener, when the Postmaster- 
General shall so direct, in one of the newspapers at or 
nearest the place of his residence, for three successive 
weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in their respect- 
ive offices; or instead thereof, shall make out a number 
of such lists and cause them to be posted up at not less 
than five of the most public places in their vicinity, as 
shall appear to them best adapted for the information of 
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the parties concemed, and at the expiration of the next 
three months, shall send such of the letters as then re- 
main on hand as dead letters, to the General Post-Office, 
where the same shall be opened and inspected ; and if 
any valuable papers or matters of consequence shall be 
found therein, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-Ge- 
neral, through his deputies, when he shall have ascertained 
the residence of the writer or writers thereof, through 
his deputies to return them; or, if after a descriptive 
list thereof has been published in one of the newspapers 
published at the place most convenient to the supposed 
residence of the owner, if within Texas, the person or 
persons to whom such letter or letters may have been 
directed and intended, shall make application therefor, it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General or any of his 
deputies, upon being satisfied that the applicant is the 
proper owner, to deliver them to such person or persons 
upon the postage and expense of publication being paid ; 
and in either case to require from persons so receiving 
letters, to receipt to the Postmaster-General therefor— 
specifying in such receipt, that it is for such letter or 
letters as. may have been advertised and described ; 
and if neither the writer or individual to whom the let- 
teris addressed, shall not make demand in their own 
` proper person or lawful agent, within two years after the 
advertisement thereof, as aforesaid, the said contehts 
shall be applied to the use of Texas, until the same 
shall be reclaimed by the proprietor thereof; and the 
manner of such application to be specially stated by the 
Postmaster-General to the Executive Office. 

Sec. 91. Be it further ordained and decreed, That all 
newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be under cover, 
open at one end, and charged with a postage of one cent 
each, for any distance not more than fifty miles, and 
one and a half cent each for any greater distance; and 
that the Postmaster-General and his deputies shall re- 
quire those who receive newspapers by post, to pay the 
postage quarterly, in advance. If any person employed 
in any department of the General Post-Office, shall im- 
properly.detain, delay, hinder, embezzle or destroy any 
newspaper, or shall permit any other person to do 
the like, or shall open or permit any other person to open 
any mail or packet of newspapers not directed to the 
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office. where he is employed, he shall, on conviction 

thereof, forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars . 
for. every such offence; and if any other person shall 

open any mail or packet of newspapers, or shall embez- 

zle or destroy the same, not being directed to himself, 

or not being authorized to receive or open the same, he 

shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding 

fifty dollars for every such offence; and if any person 

shall take or:steal any packet, bag, or mail of newspa- 

pers from or out of any post-office, or from any person 

having custody thereof, such person shall, on conviction, 

be imprisoned not exceeding three months for every 

such offence: if any person shall enclose or conceal a 

letter or other thing, or any memorandum in writing in 

a newspaper, or among any package of newspapers 

which he shall have delivered into any post-office, or to 

any person for that purpose in order that the same may 

be carried by post free of, letter postage, he shall forfeit 

the sum of ten dollars for every such offence, and the 

letter, newspaper, package, memorandum or other thing 

shall not be delivered to the person to whom it is di- 

rected until the amount of double letter postage is paid 

for each article of which the package shall be composed : 

when the mode of conveyance and size of the mail will 
admit it, magazines and pamphlets may be transported 

in the mail at three cents a sheet for any distance not 
exceeding fifty miles; for any distance over fifty and not: 
exceeding one hundred miles, six and one-fourth cents, 

and ten cents for any greater distance. 

Sec. 22. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Postmaster-General be authorized to allow te the post- 
masters respectively, such commission on the monies 
arising from the postage of lettérs, as shall be adequate 
to their respective services and expenses: provided, that 
the said commission shall not exceed thirty per cent., 
on the first hundred dollars, and twenty-five per cent. 
on a sum over one hundred and not exceeding three- 
hundred dollars, and twenty per cent. ow any sum oxer- 
four hundred dollars and not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, and eight per cent. on any sum collected, being 
over two thousand four hundred dollars—except to post- 
masters who may be employed in receiving and des- 
patching foreign mails, whose compensation may be aug~ 
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mented not exceeding twenty-five dollars for otie quate 
ter. The Postmaster-General may allow to the post- 
masters respectively, a commission of thirty per cent. 
on the monies arising from the postage of newspapers, 
magazines and pamphlets; and each postmaster who 
shallbe required to keep a register of the arrival and 
departure of the mails, shall be allowed ten cents for 
each monthly return thereof to the General Post-Office. 

Sec. 23. Be it further ordained and decreed, That if 
any postmaster or other person authorized to receive the 
postage of letters, shall neglect or refuse to render his 
accounts and pay over to the Postmaster-General the 
balance by him due, at the end of every three months, 
it shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General to cause 
a suit to be commenced against the person or persons 
so neglecting or refusing; and if the Postinaster-General 
shall not cause such suit to be commenced within six 
months from the end of ‘every such three months, the 
balance due from any such delinquents, shall be charged 
to and recoverable from the Postmaster-General :—that 
all suits which shall hereafter be commenced for the re- 
covery of debts, or balances due to the General Post- 
Office, whether they appear by bond or obligations, shall 
be made in the name of the existing or other preceding 
Pestmaster-General, or otherwise shall be charged in 
the name of the Postmaster-General of 'l'exas—that cer- 
tified copies, under the seal of the General Post-Office, 
of the accounts current of the several post-masters, after 
the same shallhave been examined and approved at 
that office, shall be admitted as evidence in all suits 
brought by the Postmaster-General for the recovery of 
debts or balances due from post-masters or other persons ; 
and in like manner, copies of such accounts current as 
are lodged in the Executive Office, under the seal of the 
General Post-Office Department, shall be admitted as 
evidence. ; 

Sec. 24. Be it further ordained and decreed, "That. all 
letters and packets, to and from the following officers of 
‘Texas, shall be received and conveyed by post free of 
‘postage: each post-master—provided, the packages do 
not exceed one half ounce in weight; the President and 
members of the Provisional Government, the Secretary 
of the General Council—that is, during their actual at- 
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tendance or during a session; and for thirty days after 
a session, the Governor of the Provisional Governmerit, 
Treasurer and Postmaster-General, all officers.of the 
Army and Navy, Collectors and officers of the Revenue 
when communicating on subjects connected with public 
service; and they all may receive their newspapers by 
the public post free of postage: provided, that no letter 
or packet from any public officer shall be conveyed by 
post, free of postage, unless he shall frank the same, by 
writing his name and office on the outside of such letter 
or packet; and in case of officers of the Army, Navy, and 
collectors and officers of the Revenue, there shall be 
added the words, ** On Public Service." 


Sec. 25. Be it further ordained and decreed, That if 
any person shall frank letters, other than those written 
by himself or by his order, he shall, on conviction there- 
of, pay a fine of twenty dollars; and if any person shall 
counterfeit the frank or handwriting, or cause the same 
to be done in order to avoid the payment of postage, 
each person so offending shall, for every such offence, 
pay one hundred dollars: provided, that every printer of 
newspapers may send one paper to each and every 
other printer of newspapers in ‘Texas, and send and re- 
ceive out of Texas, any number of papers not exceeding 
fifty, free of postage, under such. regulations as the Post- 
master-General may provide. 


Sec. 26. Be it further ordained and decreed, That if 
any postmaster or other person, who shall receive oper 
or despatch mails, shall neglect to render accounts there- 
of for one month after the time, in manner and form pro- 
vided by: law, and by the Postmaster-General’s instruc- 
tions, he shall forfeit and: pay double the value of the 
postages which shall have arisen at the same office, in 
equal portion of time previous of subsequent thereto; or, 
in case no amount or accourit.shall bave been rendered 
at the time of trial of such case, then such sum as the 
court and jury shall estimate . equivalent thereto, to be 
sued for and recovered by the Postmaster-General in an 
action on the case. ae 

Sec. 27. Be wu further ordained and decreed, That all 
pecuniary penalties and forfeitures incurred under this 
ordinance shall be, one half for the use of the person or 
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persons informing and prosecuting, and the other half 
for the use of Texas. 


Sec. 28. Be it further ordained and decrecd, That it 
shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General to make pro- 
visions, when it may be necessary, for the receipt of let- 
ters and packets intended to be conveyed by any ship or 
vessels beyond sea, or from any other port in Texas to 
another port therein; and the letters so received shall be 
formed into a mail or packet, sealed up and directed to 
the postmaster of the port to which such ship or vessel 
shall be bound; and for every letter or frank so received 
there shall be paid at the time of its reception, a postage 
of two cents each, which shall be for the use of the post- 
masters respectively receiving the same; and the Post- 
inaster-General may make arrangements with the post- 
masters in any foreign country, for reciprocal delivery of 
letters, newspapers, packets and pamphlets through the 
Post-Office Department, in any manner he may deem 
expedient and necessary. 

Suc. 99. Be it furtl er ordained and decreed, That for 
every letter lodged at any post-office, not to be carried 
by post, but to be delivered at the place where it is 
lodged, the post-master shall receive six and one-fourth 
cents of the person to whom it shall be delivered. 


Sec. 99. Be: further ordained and decreed, That the 
postmasters and persons employed in the transportation 
of the mail shall be exempt from militia duty, serving as 
jurors or working on public highways. 

Src. 31. Beit further ordained and decreed, That all 
causes of action arising under this ordinance and decree 
may be sued, and all offenders prosecuted before the 
proper judicial officers of Texas—they having compe- 
tent jurisdiction by the laws of Texas, of the trial of 
claims and demands, of as great value and crimes of 
as great extent, and such judicial officers shall take cog- 
nizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and award 
execution as in other cases. 

Suc. 82. Be at further ordained and decreed,. That in 
all suits or causes of action arising under this ordinance 
and decree, the courts shall proceed to trial and render 
judgment at the first term after such suit shall have been 
commenced: provided, always, that whenever process 
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shall not have been made, twenty days at least, previous 
to the return day of such term, the defendant shall be 
entitled to one continuance if the court, on the state- 
mentofsuch defendant, shall deem it expedient: provided, 
also,’ that if the defendant in such suit, shall make affida- 
vit that he has a claim against the General Post-Office 
not allowed by the Postmaster-General, although sub- 
mitted ta him conformably to the regulations of the Post- 
Office Department, and shall specify such claims in his 
affidavit, and that he could not be prepared for the trial 
at such term for want of evidence, the court, in such 
case, being satisfied in those respects, may grant a con- 
tinuance until the next succéeding term. 


Suc. 32. Be it further ordained and decreed, That it 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster-General, to report 
annually, of every post-road and office which shall not, 
from the second year, have produced one third of the 
amount of its expenditures. 


Sec. 31. Be it further ordained and decreed, That a 
mail or post-route is hereby established from the place 
where the General Post-Office shall be located, to the Seat 
of Justice of each Municipality of Texas, to go into opera- 
tion 80 soon as contracts can be made by the Postmaster- 
General for transporting the mails; and the Postmaster- 
General shall regulate and determine as to the roads on 
which the said mails shall be carried, how often, and all 
other arrangements relating thereto, as he may think 
proper. 

Sec. 35. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Postinaster-General shall be entitled to receive for his 
services per annum, the sum of twenty hundred dollars 
quarter ly. 


Passed at San: Felipe de Austin, Dec. 7th, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut, Gov. and ex-officio Bien t of G. C. 


E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’ry of General Doak 


| Approved, December 12, 1836. ; 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 4 
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Councit HALL, Saw FELIPE DE AUSTIN 
December 8th, 1835. : ` ¢ 


"The following Resolutions were this day passed by 
the General Council, and are transmitted for your in- 
formation: 


Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby di- 
rected to instruct our Foreign Agents to purchase seven 
hundred barrels of flour, instead of 350 required in the 
Ordinance providing supplies for the Regular Army. 


Sec. 2. Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is 
hereby directed to instruet the Commissioners to the 
United States to contract with one or more bakers for 
and on account of this Government, to proceed to this 
place or to the Seat of Government, and report them- 
selves to the Governor. 


Passed, December 8, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, l l 
See'y of Gen. Council. 


Approved, December 9, 1885. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


CovwsoiL HALL, San FELIPE DE AUSTIN, 
December 8th, 1835. 


Resolved, That John Forbes be, and is hereby ap- 
pointed a Commissioner in place of John Laplesier, for 
carrying into effect the 14th section of the Organic Law 
of the Provisional Government, and that a majority of 
the said Commissioners shall have full power to act; and 
that the papers and archives of the Land Offices, and of 
the Political Chief be placed by said Commissioners 
into the hands of John Forbes and Arthur Henry, sub- 
ject to the orders of the Provisional Government; and 
that Arthur Henry be hereby appointed a Collector of 
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Dues on land, giving the necessary security for faithful 
performance, ‘approved by the Commissioners. 
Passed, at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 8, 1835. 
| JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
‘ Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Prest pue G. C.. 
E. M. Pzasz, "A 
Sec'y of Gen. Council... 
Approved, December 9, 1835, Ni ! 
i , HENRY SMITH, 
Governur, 


EPA E Eme, 


An Ordinanee and Decree for the Relief of Bartoleme Pujes. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and itis hereby ordained and 
decreed, That the Governor be required, and it is hereby 
made his duty to draw upon the Commissioners of Texas 
to the United. States of the North, or either of them, for 
the sum of eight hundred and sixty-seven dollars, the 
amount awarded by the General Council of the Go- 
vernment aforesaid, to the said Bartolome Pajes, for 
fifty-one horses or riding animals pressed for the pub- 
lic service by Captain P. Dimitt, commandant of the 
garrison of Goliad; and that the same be paid out of the 
first monies received for the account of Texas in the 
city of New Orleans; and that the said Commissioners 
be instructed to take a receipt for the amount paid, 
which shall be their voucher in the settlement of their 
public accounts: provided, that the sum so received by 
the said Pajes, shall be no bar to any future claim for E 
balance upon the value of the said horses or animals 
which he can establish as his just due. 

Passed December 9, 1835. 

. JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C, 

E. M. Pzasz, (i 

^. Bec'y of Gen. Council, 

a 9th Dec. 1835... 
es HENRY SMITH, - 

Governor; 


een 
“4 


Be dg resolved, That the services of Colonel Powers be 
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accepted, and-that he be requested to repair immediately 
to Velasco, or any other point, and wuit upon General 
Mexia with a copy of the Resolutions passed’ this day, 
requesting. General Mexia to proceed to Bexar and ac- 
company the expedition, and extend all the'aid in his 
power, with authority to draw on' this Government for 
any amount of money necessary in forwarding the ob- 
jects of said Resolutions. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 10, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 


E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 


Approved, December 12, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
f 


+ 


A Resolution for calling a Convention. 

‘By the laws of Creation and Nature, all men are free 
and equal, of these natural rights no man can be forci- 
bly deprived on the principles of immutable justice: a 
desire for domination and power in man over his fellow 
man, subjects the weak and unambitious to the machina- 
tions of the more subtle and strong—to avoid such evils 
social compacts or Governments are formed for mutual 
and individual protection ;—to this end each member of 
a community surrenders certain of his natural rights for 
common security ;—thus, of necessity, all the legitimate 
powers of any Government are immediately derived 
trom the governed. The people are sovereign, and alk 
the officers designated for the execution of their civil 
compact are agents and accountable for their fidelity :— 
when such agents assume the character of principals or 
dictators, and attempt of their own will to subvert the 
form and true principles of the Governmental Compact 
and substitute another without the consent of the par- 
ties whose agents they.are, resistance from the people ts 
necessary and a virtue: in this situation are the citizens 
of Texas and a considerable portion of the Mexican Re- 
public, of which Texas is a part—resistance is, therefore, 
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a duty. ` The protection of our liberties—one natural 
and reserved right to make it so:—arms-are.the resort, 
and in arms the people will find-their only security from 
the oppression of ambitious tyrants; whose chains are 
forged to manacle our citizens and subdue them to their 
will: courage and bravery in: resistance, and, prudence 
in council will restore to us the natural sovereignty of 
all Governments:—one civil compact or constitution is 
destroyed and another must be formed to guarantee the 
purposes and ends of political associations: a Provi- 
sional or temporary Government, however wisely formed 
or prudently administered, is at best uncertain and in- 
secure—permanency and strength should be the basis of 
all Governments—therefore; ` 


Be it resolved, That in virtue of the powers vested in 
the “Provisional Government of Texas” by the Repre- 
sentatives of the people in convention assembled, and it 
is hereby resolved, by the General Council of the Provi- 
sional Government aforesaid, that a Convention of Dele- 
gates of the people for each Municipality of the three 
departments of Texas shall be called, to assemble on the 
first day of March next, at the town of Washington. 


Sec. 2. Be it further resolved, That the Delegates 
elected by the people be clothed with ample, unlimited, 
.or plenary powers as to the form of goverment to be 
adopted: provided, that no Constitution formed shall go 
into effect, until the same be submitted to the people and 
confirmed by a majority thereof, in such manner as shall 
be prescribed by a provision in such instrument. 

Sec. 3.. Be it further resolved, That the acting Judge, 
or in case there be no acting Judge, the Alcalde of each 
Municipality be required, and it is hereby made his duty 
to issue writs of election to some competent and respecta- 
ble citizen of each election district, to hold the election 
in the said district on the first day of February, 1836, to 
be conducted in the manner that elections have hereto- 
fore been conducted—allowing all free white males 
and Mexicans opposed. to a Central Government a vote: 
provided, that no proxy votes shall be received—ex- 
cepting, nevertheless, all the Citizen Volunteers in the 
Army, each of whom shall have a right to his vote, which 
he shall write upon paper over his own proper signature, 

7* | 


e. 
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and send to the Judge or Alcalde of his respective Muni- 
cipality, to be received on or before the day of the election 
aforesaid; and also provided, that the said Judge or Al- 
calde shall appoint the several places for holding said 
elections; of which time and place for holding the same, 
reasonable notice shall be given in the best manner for 
informing the people thereof; and duplicate returns of 
each election shall be made to the Judge or Alcalde 
aforesaid, one of which shall be filed on the archives of 
his office, the other to be presented at the Convention as 
evidence of the election of the members. 

Src. 4. Be it further resolved, That with a view to as 
just an equalization of representatives as can be at 
present determined, that the Municipality of Austin 
shall elect three delegates, Brazoria four, Washington 
four, Mina three, Gonzales two, Viesca two, Nacogdo- 
ches four, San Augustine four, Liberty three, Harrisburg 
two, Jasper two, Matagorda two, Jackson two, Tene- 
haw two, Jefferson two, Refugio two, Goliad two, San 
Patricio two, Bexar four, Gaudaloupe Victoria two, 
and the citizens of Pecan Point two. 

Src. 5. Be uw further resolved, That the Governor shall, 
and it is hereby made his duty, as soon as may be, to is- 
sue his proclamation for carrying into effect the prece- 
ding Resolutions. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 10, 1836. 

| JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 

This was vetoed by the Governor but it passed by a 
constitutional majority on the 13th December, 1835. 

"^ HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 


An Ordinance and Decree granting a Bounty of Land to 


certain Volunteers in the Army of the People of Texas. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and tt is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provistonal Govern- 
ment of Texas, That there shall be, and there is hereby 
granted to each volunteer in the Army of the People of 
Texas, his heirs or legal representatives who may have 


beon or may hereafter be killed in battle, or shall come 
to his death by sickness or any accident whatever, in 
going to or returning from the Volunteer Army of the 
people of Texas, one. mile square, or six hundred and 
forty acres of land in Texas. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 11, 1835. 
wt! JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
- E. M. Pease, `.. 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 12, 1835. 
l HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


An Ordinance and Decree establishing and imposing Duties 
on Imports and Tonnage, and for other purposes. 


Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it rs hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That all that part of the coast of 
Texas lying between the line of the United States, on the 
river Sabine to the Western Boundary Line of Zavala’s 
Colony, including all the bays, harbors, rivers, creeks. 
and inlets within said limits be, and the same is hereby 
created and established a district for revenue purposes, 
and shall be styled and known as the **Sabine Revenue 
District." 

And all that part of the coast of Texas between the 
Western Line of Zavala’s Colony and Oyster Creek, in- 
cluding all bays, harbors, Rivers, creeks and inlets. 
within said limits, bé, and the same is hereby created 
and established a district for revenue purposes, and 
shall be styled and known as “ Galveston Revenue Dis- 
trict.” 

And that part of the coast from the mouth of Oyster 
Creek to the entrance of Cedar Lake into the Gulf, in- _ 
cluding all bays, harbors, rivers, creeks and inlets within 
said limits be, and the same is hereby created and es- 
tablished a district for revenue purposes, and shall be 
styled and known as the “ District of Brazos.” . 

And that part of the coast from the entrance of Cedar 
Lake into the Gulf to the western line of the jurisdiction 
of Matagorda, including all the bays, harbors, rivers, 
creeks and inlets within the said limits, be, and the same 
is hereby created and established a district for revenue 
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purposes, and shall be styled and known as **the District 
of Matagorda." | 

And that part of the coast from the Western Line of the 
District of Matagorda as far as the Gaudaloupe River be, 
and is hereby created a district for revenue purposes, and 
shall be styled and known as the “ District of Jackson." 

And that part of the coast from the Western Line of 
the District of Jackson, as far as it may be necessary to 
include all the coast of this Government, all bays, har- 
bors, rivers, creeks and inlets be, and the same is hereby 
created and established a district for revenue purposes, 
and shall be known as the ** Aransas District." 

Sec. 2. Be. it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Ports of Sabine, Galveston Bay, Brazos, Matagorda, La 
Bacca and Copano be, and they are hereby created and 
established Ports of Entry in their respective districts. 

Sxc. 3. Be wt further ordained and decreed, That there 
shall be appointed by the Governor and Council, for 
each Revenue District, a Collector of the Port, and all 
other officers necessary to enable the Collector to enforce 
‘the collection of revenue arising under this Ordinance : 
the Collector so appointed shall enter into bond and se- 
curity, to be approved by the Governor, in the sum of 
ten thousand dollars, payable to the Governor, at the 
time being, and his successors in office, for the faithful 
performance of his duties; which bond shall be filed in 
the Executive office, and may be sued on and recovery 
had for any amount of money or monies or other things 
due to and owing to the Government, or any individual 
or individuals, or body politic or corporate, and in like 
manner actions of trespass; and damages may be sus- 
PODER if any should occur in consequence of neglect of 

uty. 

The Collector of each port is hereby authorized to de- 
pute one or more respectable persons to: assist in trans- 
acting the business appertaining to their respective bu- 
Siness, and take bond and approved seeurity, payable to 
themselves, conditioned for the faithful performance of 
their respective duties, to account for and pay over all 
such sum or sums of money as shall come into their 
hands or possession, as such deputy; and the said Col- 
lector may, from-time to time, recover on said bond in a 
summary way, before any court having jurisdiction 
thereof. 
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Suc. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Collectors and Deputies shall, before they enter upon the 
duties of-their‘office, take and subscribe the following 
Oath in addition -to the Oath prescribed by the Organic 
Law, before some person legally authorized to adminis- 
ter oaths: | l 

That I, A. B. will use my best endeavors to collect all 
revenues which may become due and owing to the Go- 
vernment of Texas, from tonnage and impost duties; 
that I will faithfully account. fo and pay over all’ such 
sum or sums of money às may come into my hands by 
virtue of my appointment, and duly perform all other 
lawful duties assigned to my said appointment, to the 
best of my skill dnd ability. 

SEC 5. And be w further ordained and decreed, That 
there shall be a Collector for a Revenue District to em- 
brace all the’ Eastern border of the line of Texas, from 
the mouth of the Sabine River to the Red River, which 
shall come under the same rules and restrictions as the 
ports on the sea coast, and that the place of Entry and 
Collection shall be at the residence of Maxamillion, near 
the Sabine River. 

SEC. 6. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
on conviction of any person or persons of smuggling or 
an attempt to smuggle in goods, wares and merchandize, 
with the intention of defrauding Government, he or they 
shall forfeit such goods, wares and merchandize so at- 
tempted to be smuggled in—to bé passed upon by the 
Judge of the Municipality in a summary way; and the 
said forfeited goods, wares or merchandize shall be sold 
at public auction by order of the said Judge or proper 
officer—eiving ten days notice thereof at the court-house 
door and two other public places; one half of the nett 
proceeds to be for the use of the Government, one-fourth 
to go to the informer, and one-fourth to go to the-Collector 
of the port for prosecuting, &c. And the personor persons 
so convicted, shall be subject to such other fine or fines 
as the court having cognizance of the casemay impose— 
provided: it. shall not: exceed one hundred per cent. on 
the assessed value of the goods, wares or meréhandize 5, 
and in default of payment, he or they shall be imprisoned 
not exceeding eighteen months, at the diseretion of the 
court. a 
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Sec. 7. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
all the principal Collectors, under this Ordinance and 
Decree, shall be entitled to receive, on settlement, ten 
per cent. of the nett proceeds arising from the revenue 
of his port, provided it shall not exceed one thousand 
dollars per annum, as a compensation for his services in 
discharging the duties of Collector; and said principal 
Collector shall receive such other perquisites as the 
Collector of the Port of New-Orleans (in. the United 
States of the North) receives, all of which he shall keep 
a correct account of, and report the same quarterly to 
this Government, or that which may succeed it. ` 

SEC. 8. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
it shall be lawful for any Collector of the Revenue, at 
any of the established ports, {to call upon any Civil, Mi- 
litary or Naval officers to aid and assist in the enforce- 
ment and execution of these Ordinances and Decrees; 
and none of the aforesaid officers shall refuse or fail to 
give all the reasonable assistance in his or their power, 
to the Collector aforesaid, under the penalty of his or 
rl being discharged from the office which they may 
old. 

SEC. 9. And be it further ordained and decreed, ‘That 
said Principal Collector shall be, and he is hereby au- 
thorized to pay out of the public funds collected, all the 
necessary expenses of his office—to be judged of on his 
quarterly report: provided, that this Ordinance does not 
authorize the payment of deputies if he should think 
proper not to act in person. | 

Sec. 10. And be it further ordained and decreed, ‘That 
the Collectors of each District, and the Collectors of the 
Ports of Entry and Delivery of Texas, and all other of- 
ficers belonging to the Revenne or Custom-house De- 
partment shall be, and are hereby clothed.and vested 
with all power and authority in their respective district 
and port requisite and necessary to execute tho duties 
and discharge the functions of their respective offiges 
and stations, in order to secure, more effectually, the 
revenue aforesajd, are hereby.vested with such powers, 
and direeted to perform such duties ns belong to the 
same grade of officers of the eustoms in the ports. and 


revenye districts of the United States of North- Ame= 
rica, s 


( 83 ) 


Bec. 11. Be it further ordained and decreed, That there 
is hereby imposed, assessed and levied upon all goods, 
wares and merchandize importéd from foreign ports, eì- 
ther by land. or ‘by sea, into any port, bay, harbor or 
river of Texas, or within the limits thereof, a duty of 
twenty per cent. on such as are entitled to a debenture 
in the port or ports from whence the same may have 
been shipped ; and a duty of ten per cent. on such goods, 
wares and merchandize, imported as aforesaid, as are 
not entitled to a debentüre in the port or ports from 
whence the same may have been shipped. 

Sec. 19. Be it further ordained and decreed, That it 
shall be the duty of each and every person importing 
goods, wares and merchandize, of any kind whatever, 
either by land or by sea, or the consignee or consignees, 
or the masters of the vessel in which the same may be 
imported, having charge thereof, on the arrival of the 
vessel in port or within the limits of Texas, to lay before 
and exhibit to the Collector of the port or district, a 
certified manifest (invoice) and certificate of debenture 
of the goods, wares and merchandize so imported or 
brought within the limits aforesaid; and the Collector 
shall require an oath or affirmation of the person or per- 
sons introducing, or his or their consignee, that the suid 
certified manifest (invoice) is correct and true, and that 
no fraud or deception is intended to be practised, which, 
if satisfactory to the Collector shall be received as fix- 
ing the value; if, on the contrary, the Collector is not 
satisfied as to the correctness and truth of the manifest, 
affirmation or oath he shall, at the cost of the owner or 
his or their consignee, call upon and appoint two good 
and sufficient men who, together with the Surveyor or 
Inspector, after being duly sworn by the Collector afore- 
said, shall proceed to examine and appraise the said 
goods, wares and merchandize, and fix and establish 
the value and price thereof at what they should be rea- 
sonably worth at the port or place of their exportation; 
and when the same shall have been examined. and ap- 
praised as aforesaid the Surveyor, Inspector and two 
appraisers aforesaid shall make a certified return of the 
value of such goods, wares and merchandize to the Col- 
lector, who shall, thereupon, assess, impose, ‘and levy 
a duty of twenty per cent. upon all goods, -wares and 
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merchandize as are imported or brought in, entitled to 
debenture aforesaid, and ten per cent. on all such as:are 
not entitled to a debenture aforesaid,. and shall collect 
the same from the owners thereof, or the person or per- 
sons importing the same, or the consignee or consignees 
to whom the same are addressed or consigned; or the 
master of the vessel in which the same may have been 
imported—having charge thereof; and.the said goods, 
wares and merchandize shall be, and the same are hereby 
made liable for the said duties so assessed or admitted 
as aforesaid: provided, nevertheless, that all goods, wares 
and merchandize imported by any emigrant, such as 
farming utensils, household furniture, provisions: and 
stores, aud ail kinds of machinery intended for the use 
of said emigrants, and not for sale; and all public pro- 
. perty, of any kind whatever, belonging to or intended 
for the use of ‘Texas Government, or the Army or Navy 
thereof, and all meat and bread stufls, : and lumber for 
building shall be, and the same is hereby declared ex- 
empt from all duty whatsoever, during the war. 


Sec. 18. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That the Collectors of Duties shall be required to exact 
cash in hand on all importations, as aforesaid, on which 
the duties do not exceed one hundred dollars, and for 
all, receive bonds, payable within sixty days, with se- 
eurity—to be approved by himself, payable to himself or 
his successors in office, for all sums over one hundred 
dollars, and which does not exceed five hundred dol- 
lars on any one importation; if the said sum should ex- 
ceed five hundred dollars, he shall receive bonds with 
security, approved by himself, to himself and his suc- 
cessora-in office, payable within six months thereafter. 


SEC. 14. And be it further ordained and decreed, That 
all eustom-house bonds, or obligations, made and exe- 
cuted in accordance to the foregoing Ordinance, shall 
have the force of a judgment from its date; and the 
_ Judge, or other proper officer, shall, on application of 
the Collector, issue execution thereon—any law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. | uM 

Suc. 15. And be it further ofdagned and: decreed, That 
these Ordinances establishing duties on imported goods, 
wares, merchandize, &e, into Texas, shall take effect, 
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and be in full force from and after the day of their 
passage. 


Passed at San Felipe de usta Dec. 8, 18235. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. ànd ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, Dec. 12, 1835. 


HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


Resolved, That when any uncertainty as to the rank of 
officers of the Regular Army, of the same grade, shall 
arise, seniority of rank shall be determined by drawing 
numbers, which shall be done by. order of the com- 
manding General, agreeably to the provisions of the. 
third section of an Ordinance and Decree entitled, an 
Ordinance and Decree to organize and establish: an 
Auxiliary Volunteer Corps to the Army ot Texas, &c. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 12, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 15, 1835 


HENRY. SMITH, 


Governor. 


Resolution authorizing the Commander-in-Chief. to accept 
the services of five thousand Auxiliary Volunteers, and other 
purposes. 

Resolved, That the Commander-in-Chief shall hav 
power to accept the services of, at least, five Bio 
Auxiliary Volunteers in addition to the local volunteers, 
aereeably to the Organic Law and the Ordinances and 
Decrees of the Géneral Council of Texas. 

8 


Be i further resolved, That the Governor be. requested 
io issue his order to the commanding General of the Ar- 
iny of Texas, to remove his Head-Quarters to'the town 
of W eens until further orders. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 12, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of G. C 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, 15th Dec., 1835. 2 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


Be it Resolved by the: General Council of the Provisional 
(to»ernment of Texas, That the Treasurer is authorized, 
und itis hereby made his duty, to draw on the Commis- 
sioners in New Orleans for the sum of two hundred and 
seventy dollars, in favor of Juan Jervitt, being the 
amount of a draft in his favor drawn by Captain P. Di- 
mitt for horses bought for the public service. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 13, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, i 
Sec’y of the Gen. Council. e 
Approved, December 13, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, 
Exective Secretary. 


Supplement to a» Ordinance and Decree entitled, “an Or- 
dinance ard Decree establishing and imposing Duties of 
Imports and tonnage, and for other purposes." 


Be tt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provistenal Govera- 
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ment of Texas, That there shall be, and there is hereby, 
laid and establised, a duty of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents tonnage on each and every vessel of over ten 
tons burthen that may arrive or enter any port, harbor, 
or within any revenue district established in Texas, 
coming from foreign ports; which’ said tonnage duties 
shall be coHected and paid over by the collector or his 
deputy, agreeably to the provisions of the Ordinance 
and Decree to which this is a supplement. 

Be it further ordained and decreed, That there shall 
be, and there is hereby, laid and established a specitic 
duty of twelve and one-half cents per gallon upon ail 
whiskey, American gin, rum aud brandy instead of an 
“ad valorem" duty, as laid by the Ordinance and De- 
cree to which this 1s a supplement. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, December 12, 1839. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Prest, of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, Dec. 15, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
Cras. B. STEWART, 
Sec'y of Executive, 


An Ordinance and Decree increasing the Bounty to Soldiers 


of the Regular Army. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained 
and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That all persons entitled to a boun- 
tv by the fifth and srxth sections of an Ordinance and 
Decree to raise a Regular Army, passed on November 
the twenty fourth, eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 
shall be entitled to an additional bounty, over and above 
the bounty already given, of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land, and twenty-four dollars in money—one- 
half of said (money) twenty-four dollars to be paid to 
each soldier upon being mustered at head-quarters of 
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the Regular Army, and the other half at the first quar- 
terlv payment thereafter. , 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 14, 1835. 


: JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec’y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 15, 1835, 


- 


HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
C. D. STEWART, 
Sec'y to Executive 
Resolution for aponfing Thos. F. MP Kinney Agent, e 


Be tt resoiced, and it is hereby ae by the Generai 
Council of tre Provisional Government. of Texas, 'Fhat 
‘Thomas £. M’Kimney, of the Firm of MPKinney & Wil- 
lams, be, and he is hereby, constituted an Agent of the 
Govronment of lexus for “the purpose of receiving and 
keeping charge of the Public Stores for the Armies of 
‘Texas, at the mouth of the river Brazos, to be deli- 
vered to the orders of the proper officers of the Govern- 
inent aforesaid; and the said M’Cinney, as agent afore- 
said, is aut horized and required to provide for and sup- 
ply volunteers for the Army, who come within the mean- 
ing and provisions of an Ordinance and Decree entitled, 

- An Ordinance and Decree to organize and establish 
an Auxiliary Volunteer Corps to ‘the Army of Texas, 
and other purposes," and passed the 5th day of Decem- 
ber, 1835, with the necessary arms, ammunition and 
provisions to enable them to do duty and reach head- 
quarters, where he shall direct them to proceed with 
all convenient despatch: provided, that the said Govern- 
inent Agent shall, in all cases, take duplicate receipts for 
ull articles or monev advanced. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin Dec. 15, 1836. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of G, C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
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. Approved, 17th Dec. 1835. E 
| HENRY SMITH, 

|. Governor. 
C. B. SrgwanT, 

Sec'y to Executive. 


(coer 


An Ordinance and Decree for creating the Municipality of 
Sabine, and for orgamzing the same. 


Snc. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and tt ts hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That all that part of. the Munici- 
pality of San Augustin, bounded as follows: com- 
mencing at the junction of the Patroon Bayou with Sa- 
bine River, running up said Bayou to the Bowden old 
Place; thence on a straight line to Austin Thompson’s, 
at the intersection of the Nacogdoches and San Antonio 
road with the Pollygauch Creek; thence in a south- 
westwardly direction to the Big Prairie on the Ayish 
Bayou; thence down the said Ayish Bayou to the mouth: 
of Bear Creek; thence in a south-eastwardly direction 
to the head of Little Cow Bayou; thence down said 
Cow Bayou to its junction with the Sabine River; thence 
up said river to the beginning, and known by the name 
of “the Sabine District," shall be and is hereby created 
and made a separate Municipality, by the name of “Sa 
bine,” with all the privileges and immunities of other 
Municipalities of Texas. . 

Src. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &vc., That 
Seabourn Jones, William Clark and Benjamin Holt be, 
and they are hereby, appointed Commissioners to locate 
a place for the Seat of Justice—or Municipal Town for 
said Municipality of Sabine, where the Judges shall hold 
their Courts, and where the Archives and Records ofthe 
said Municipality shall be kept; and the said Commis- 
sioners are hereby authorized and required to hold the 
election for all Municipal Officers on or before the first 
day of January next, first giving reasonable notice of the 
time and places for holding such elections, and to ad- 
minister the oath of office to each Judge and all the Mu- 
nicipal Officers so elected, and make report thereof to 

Q*¥ 
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the Governor of the Provisional Government of Texas 
immediately thereafter. 007 

Sec. 3. And be w further ordained and decreed, óc., 
That the said Municipality of Sabine shall be entitled to 
elect and send two delegates to the General Convention 
to meet at Washington on the first day of March next: 
provided, that that part of the Ordinance calling a con- 
convention to meet on the first of March next, at Wash- 
ington, giving the right of thé Municipality of Sau Au- 
gustine to send four members be, and the same is hereby 
repealed; and the said Municipality shall be entitled to 
but three delegates instead of four. l 

Suc. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c. That 
the said Municipality of Sabine shall be authorized forth- 
with, to elect one delegate as a member of the General 
Council of the Provisional Government of 'Fexas, who 
shall be entitled to all the privileges of the other mem- 
bers of said Council. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 15, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
| Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. Pzasz, Sec’y to G. C. 
Approved, December 15, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
©. B. STEWART, 
*  Seeretary of Executive, 


An Ordinance and Decree for sequestering and securing the 
Wreck and Cargo of the Schooner Hannah Elizabeth, and 
instituting an enquiry respecting the same, and for other 
purposes. 


Wreruas, by satisfactory information, this Council is in- 
duced to believe that certain proceedings in relation 
to the capt re and re-capture, and disposition of a 
schooner from New Orleans, has been attended with 
suspicious circumstances of injustice to the owners of 
the vessel and Cargo, and a disregard of the laws of 
the country and of nations— t 
Sec. 1. Therefore, be it ordained and decreed, and it is 


Cor) 


heceby ordainéd and decreed by the General Council of. the 
Provisional. Gostf'itihettt, of Tetas, That Thomas Barnett, 
Robert H. Williams and James Collingsworth be, and 
they are hereby, appoitited Commissioners, to be comi- 
missioned and instructed by the Goverüor, ‘with full 
powers to take, sequester, secure and retain, in the name 
of the Provisional Goverrfment of Texas, the late schooner 
Hannah Elizabeth, captured by the Mexican armed ves- 
sel the Bravo, and re-captured by a' party commanded 
by or acting under the advice of Captain ——— Hurd, 
of the schooner William Robbins of Texas, together 
with all her tackle, cargo, and whatsoever else belonged 
to her or was of her freight; and, also, the said Commis- 
sioners shall constitute a Court of Enquiry with full 
powers to call before them, by coercive measures if ne- 
cessary, any and all persons concerned in the said re- 
capture and disposal of said schooner and cargo, and all 
who may have any knowledge of facts connected there- 
with; and upon corporeal oath, which said Commission- 
ers shall have full powers to administer to each and all 
such persons as they may think proper to examine in 
relation to the same, to demand and receive true an- 
swers to such questions as they may deem pertinent to 
the matter, all which shall be made and kept in writing 
and duly signed by the witness or witnesses in presence 
of and attested by said Commissioners, and cause to be 
arrested and sent before this Council, any and all persons 
whose acts, on due proof, shall appear to be of such z 
nature as show contempt of the laws in sueh cases pro- 
vided, and of the Government of Texas: provided, — 
that the said Commissioners shall make a full report of 
the testimony and of alltheir proceedings in the case, 
with all convenient despatch-to the Governor and Coun- 
cil of the Government of Texas. 

SEC. 2. Be wt further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the said Commissioners be required, and it is hereby 
made their duty to take the most prompt and efficient 
measures to secure, in safe keeping, all the Mexcian 
prisoners taken by the re-capture and on board of tke 
schooner Hannah Elizabeth that they may be made to 
answer to the laws, and for the safety of such persons 
as were captured by the Mexican Armed vessel Bravo, 
and detained as prisoners. . 


* 
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Suc. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &., That 
the Governor is required, and it is hereby made his duty, 
forthwith to issue a special commission-to Thomas Bar- 
nett, Robert H. Williams and James Collingsworth, 
with instructions corresponding to and in accordance 
with this Ordinance and Decree, accompanied with z 
special writ of assistance, requiring and commanding in 
the name of the people free and sovereign, all officers 
whether civil, military or-naval, and all good citizens of 
Texas to be aiding and assisting the said Commissioners 
in the execution of their commission. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 17, 1835. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, — i 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 17, 1835., | 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


pd 


An Ordinance and Decree augmenting the Regular Army 
by creating a Legion of Cavalry. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordamed and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That there, shall be, and there is hereby 
created a Legion of Cavalry, to be a part and under the 
command of the Commander-inChief of the Regular 
Army of Texas during the.present war; said Legion of 
Cavalry to be composed and organized as follows, to 
wit: & Legion of Cavalry shall consist of one Lieutenant- 
Colonel Commandant, one Major, one Adjutant, one 
Quarter-Master, one Pay-Master, each being a Lieuten- 
ant, one Surgeon and two Surgeon’s Mates, six Cap- 
tains, six First and six Second Lieutenants, six Coro- 
nets, two Sergeant-Majors, two Quarter-Master Ser- 
geants, two Chief Musicians—first and second, and 
twelve other Musicians, twenty-four Sergeants, twenty- 
four Corporals and two hundred and eighty-six Privates, 
including five Saddlers, five Blacksmiths and five Boot 
Makers which, together, shall form two squadrons, each 
squadron of three companies. ' 
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Sec. 2. Beit further ordained and decreed, &c That the 
arms and equipments of the Legion of Cavalry shall be 
as follows, to wit: one half of. the Legion of Cavalry to 
be armed with good double barrel skot guns of the usual 
length with flint locks, the other half with American 
vaugers, half ounce bore, flint locks and suitable equip- 
iments, &c., a broad sword and a brace of substantial 
horseman’s pistols with brass mounted holsters, and 
shall carry.a belt, cartridge box, calculated to carry 
twenty-four cartridges; each trooper shall be equipped 
with a Spanish saddle with cadet grey housing with two 
good blankets, a substantial girth and surcingle, a pair 
of martingales, a bridle with a double rein curb, anda 
heavy pair of brass spurs. The uniform of the Cavalry 
shall be a suit of cadet grey cloth coats, yellow bullet 
buttons, and pantaloons for winter, and two suits of gray 
cottonade roundabouts and pantaloons for summer, and 
far caps, black cloth stoeks and cowhide boots. 

Sac. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, Ye. That 
. a copy of the foregoing Ordinances be immediately for- 
warded by the Provisional Government to our Foreign 
Agents, instructing them to purchase the necessary arms, 
cquipments, clothing, &c., as is set forth in the foregoing 
Ordinances and Decrees, and forward the same as early 
as possible for the immediate use of the Legion of Ca- 
valry. . : 

SEC. 4. Be wt further orduined and decreed, &c., That 
the Legion of Cavalry shall be entitled to the same pay 
as Cavalry in the service of the United States of the 
North, and also the same bounty in land as the Auxillia- 
ry Corps, te wit: six hundred and forty acres of land. 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the Lieutenant Colonel Commandant, shall appoint for 
the Legion of Cavalry his Adjutants, Pay-master, Quar- 
ter-masters, and Quarter-master’s Sergeants, Sergeant 
Majors and Musicians, and that the Governor be and is 
‘hereby authorized to issue commissions to such officers 
as may be appointed by the Lieutenant Colonel Com- 
mandant upon receiving a certificate from said officer ta 
that effect. 

Passed 18th December, 1835. . 

l JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
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Joun W. Moony, Sec'ry pro tem. 
Approved, 18th Dec. 1835. - 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


C. B. Srewart, Sec’y of Executive. 


[rd 


«An Ordinance and Decree, creating the office of Commissary 
General, and regulating the offices of Pay-masiter and 
Quarter-master General. 


Be tt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional. Govern- 
ment of Teras, That a Commissary General be ap- 
- pointed for the Army of Texas, to give bond and securi- 
ty, in the sum of thirty thousand dollars, and that the 
laws and the regulations of the United States of the 
North, be adopted so far as applicable to our Govern- 
ment, for the rules and regulations of said Commissary 
General's Department, with power to appoint deputies 
who shall give bond and security, in the sum of fifteen 
*housand dollars, for the faithful fulfilment of their du- 
ties. 

Suc. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the Quarter-master General, Pay-master General, and 
Commissary General, shall have the same rank and pay 
as a Colonel in the line. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the Pay-master General of the regular Army of ‘Texas, 
shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, take 
an oath **faethfully to execute the duties of his office agreea- 
ble to law, and to the best of his knowledge and ability,” and 
shall account to the Provisional Government of Texas, 
or that Government which may succeed it, for the mo- 
ney-advanced to him, and shall give a bond in the sum 
ot sixty thousand dollars, with sufficient securities for 
the faithful discharge of his duties. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, §c., That 
the Pay-master General of the regular Army of Texas, 
shall always quarter at or near the head-quarters of the 
regular Army, or at such place as the Commander-in- 
Chief may deem proper, and that to the Corps of Ran- 
gers and to detachments from the regular army intended 
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to act separately, for.a.time he shall appoint deputy Pay- 
masters from the line, who shall account to-him for the 
money advanced to them, and shall each give a bond in 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars, with sufficient sure- 
ties for the faithful discharge of their duties respectively, 
and take an oath “faithfully to perform and execute the 
duties of their office," and the Regimental Pay-master, 
shall also give bond in the sum of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, with. sufficient sureties, and take an oath, as afore- 
said, “for the faithful discharge of the duties of their of- 
fices.” d 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained, &c. That all bonds to be 
given by virtue of this ordinance and deeree, shall be 
made payable to thé Governor or his successor in office, 
and be approved by him. 

Src. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the Quarter-master General, of the regular Army of 
‘Texas, shall, before entering upon the duties of his office, 
take an oath “ faithfully to execute the duties of his office 
agreeably to law, and to the best of his knowledge and 
abilities," and shall account to the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, or that Government which may succeed 
it, for all the Provisions, Clothing, Munitions of War, 
and supplies of every kind, which he may obtain or may 
be placed in his charge for the use and benefit of the re- 
gular Army of Texas, and shall give a bond in'the sum 
of thirty thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. | 

Sec. 7. Be w further ordained and decreed, §c., That 
the Quarter-master General, shall quarter at or near the 
head-quarters of the regular Army of Texas, and that to 
all detachments of the regular Army, intended to act se- 
parately for atime, the Quarter-master General shall 
appoint deputy Quarter-masters, and issuing Commissa- 
ries, who shall account to him for the Provisions, Cloth- 
ing, and other supplies which they may receive for the 
use of said detachments, and shall each give a bond in 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars, for the faithful dis- 
charge of their duties, respectively, with sufhcient sure- 
ties, and take an oath “faithfully to execute the duties of 
their office,” and the several Regimental Quarter-mas- 
ters and issuing Commissaries shall also give bond in the 
sum of five thousand dollars, with sufficient sureties, 
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and ‘shall take an oath for the faithful discharge of the 
duties of their office. "E K s gd o : 


Src. 8. Be it also ordained and decreed, ác. That each 
of the above named officers, on the receiving of his com- 
mission, shallreport himself and forthwith proceed to 
the discharge of his duties, or be dismissed the service. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin Dec. 18, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Prass, Sec’ry of General Council. 
. Approved, 22d Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


C. B. Stewart, Sec’y to Executive. 


Gdaracnr E 


An Ordinance and Decree making an appropriation for the 
Regular Army and for other purposes. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
meut of Texas, That forty thousand dollars be and is here- 
by appropriated, for raising and organizing the Regular 
Army, and for other contingent expenses, and that the 
Pay-master General before drawing on the Treasury for 
the same, or any part thereof, shall take and subseribe 
the oath and give the bond and security required, by the 
ordinances and decrees, heretofore passed, and now in. 
full force. | 


Passed at Son Felipe de Austin, Dec. 21, 1836. 
' | JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
, Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, "m 
Bec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, December 22, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 


C. B. STEWART, | 
Sec’ry to Executive. 
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Resolutton appointing Commissioners to treat with the Chero- 
kee Indians, &e. 

+ Be rt resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That Sam Houston, John Forbes, 
and John Cameron, be and they are hereby appointed, 
Commissioners to treat with the Cherokee Indians, and 
their twelve Associate Bands, under such instructions as 
may be given them by the Governer and Council, and 
should it so happen that all the Commissioners cannot 
attend, any two of them shall have power to conclude a 
treaty and report the same to the General Council of the 
Provisional Government, for its approval and ratification. 

Be tt further resolved, &c., That said Commissioners 
be required to hold said treaty so soon as practicable. 
Passed, Dec. 22d, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 


- 


E. M. PEASE, l > 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. : E 


‘Approved, December 28, 1835. 2 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


C. B. Srewarr, See’ry to Executive. 


Resolution for instructing Commissioners appointed. to treat 
with the Cherokee Indians and their Associate Bands. 


Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That Sam Houston, John Forbes 
and John Cameron, appointed Commissioners to treat 
with the aforesaid Indians, be and they are hereby in- 
strucied, to proceed as soon as practicable to Nacogdo- 
ches, and hold a treaty with the Indians aforesaid, and 
that they shall in nowise transcend the declarations 
made by the Consultation of November last, in any of 
their articles of treaty. | 
_ See. 2. Be it further resolved, §o., That they are re- 
-gifiredin all thingsto-pursvs a course ef justice and equi- 
< towards the Indiang, and tó protect ‘all honest cldims 
of the whites; agreeably tosich fwg, compaétsjortrea- 
iida; Aste said Indiüng may hove heretofore made with 
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the Republic of Mexico, and that the (said) Commission- 
ers be instructed to provide in said treaty with the In- 
dians, that they shall never alienate their lands, either 
separately or collectively, except to the Government of 
Texas, and to agree that the said Government will at 
any time hereafter, purchase all their claims at a fair and 
reasonable valuation. 

Sec. 3. Bet further resolved, &c., That the Governor 
be reqnired to give to the Commissioners, such definite 
and particular instructions, as he may think necessary to 
carry into effect the object of the foregoing resolutions, 
together with such additional instructions as will secure 
the effective co-operations of the Indians at a time when 
it may be necessary to call all the effective force of Tex- 
as, into the field, and agreeing for their services in a body 
for a, specified time. 

SEC. 4. Best further resolved, &c., That the Commis- 
sioners be authorized and empowered to exchange other 
lands within the limits of Texas, not otherwise appro- 
priated, in place ofthe lands claimed by said Cherokee 
Indians and their Associate Bands. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 26, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 


E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'ry of General Council. 


Approved, December 28, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
C. B. Srewart, Sec’ry of Executive. 


Resolution for changing the name and Municipality and 
Town of Viesca to Milam. 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That the Town at the Falls of the 
Brazos River in the Nashville Colony, heretofore known 
by the name of Viesca, shall be and is hereby changed 
to the name of Milam, and the Municipality in which said 
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town is situated, shall be hereafter called and known, as 
the Municipality of Milam. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 26, 1835. 


. JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M, PEASE, l 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, 27th Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
j Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, Sec’ry of Executive. 


ED 


Resolution authorizing all Commissioned Officers to adminis- 
ter the Oath prescribed by Law to persons enlisting. 

Be st resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That all commissioned officers in 
the Regular Army of Texas, when ordered on recruiting 
service, shall be authorized and empowered to adminis- 
ter the oath prescribed by law, to all or every person or 
persons, who shall enlist into the service of Texas, and 
sign enlistments as a soldier in the Regular Army. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin. Dec. 26, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, 9th Dec. 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
C. B. Stewart, Sec’ry of Executive. 


An Ordinance and Decree, creating the offices of Auditor 
and Comptroller of Public Accounts for Texas. 
“Bec. 1. Be tt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dainéd and deereed, by the General Council of the Prom- 
sional Government of Texas, That there shall be, and there 
is hereby created the offices of Auditor and Comptroller 


L.of C.: 
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of Public Accounts for Texas, under the management 
‘and control of one Auditor and one Comptroller, to be 
elected by the General Council, and commissioned by 
the Governor. | 

Bec. 2. It shall be the duty of the Auditoron the pre- 
sentation of any claim or claims against the Provisional 
Government of Texas, of whatever kind, or originating 
in whatever manner, to receive and strictly examine the 
same, and if said claim or claims be just in all its parts 
in conformity with the existing laws, it shall be admit- 
ted, if not just in conformity with the existing laws, it 
shall be rejected by the said Auditor, who shall assign 
' his reasons for rejecting the same, in a summary manner 
upon said claim or claims, and return the same to the 
claimant without making a record thereof, but if said 
claim is admitted, said Auditor shall make a record 
thereof, in a neat and business like manner, setting forth 
the time when said claim originated, the time it was au- 
dited, the name of said claimant, the name of the officer 
commanding, (if a military claim) to whose company at- 
tached, (if to any) by what officer certified, and for what 
consideration said claim originated. 

Sec. 3. The Auditor of Public Accounts shall at all 
times, by reference to his book, be able to detect fraud or 
to exhibit to any commissioned officer of this Govern- 
ment, the Governor, the Members of the General Coun- 
cil, or any interested party, a correct and true situation 
of his office, or that of any particular claim; said Audi- 
tor shall farther number and file all claims, receipts, and 
other evidences of debts, against the Government, in his 
office, so that he can at any time refer to them; he shell 
also report and present every Wednesday and Saturday 
or oftener if necessary, all claims which he admits to the 
Comptroller for his examination, if the amount of said 
claim does not exceed four thousand dollars; but if said 
claim shall exceed the said amount, said claim shall be 
presented to the General Council (1f in session) or to the 
acting Governor. 

Sec. 4. All claims under the aforesaid sum of four 
thousand dollars, when presented shall be examined by 
the Auditor, under the inspection of the Comptroller, 
and if said claims are approved by the Comptroller, he 
shall sign the same, with the words “ Approved”, write - 
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ten thereon, and return the same to the Auditor, who 
upon receiving said claim so approved, shall issue a 
draft (countersigned by the Comptroller) on the Treasu- 
ry, for the corresponding amount of money in favour of 
said claimant, which shall read as follows: 


To 

The Treasurer of the Provisional Government 
of Texas, you will pay to A. B. or order the 
sum of. dollars, out of any monies in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


"Date, &c. 
C. D. Auditor. 
E. F. Comptroller. 


But if said claim should amount to a larger sum than 
four thousand dollars, it shall be referred to the Gover- 
nor or General Council, and if approved by either or 
both of them, said claim shall be returned to said Audi- 
tor, signed and countersigned, and approved by the Go- 
vernor or General Council, in the same manner as afore- 
said, and disposed of in the same manner and form as 
aforesaid by said Auditor and Comptroller. 

Sec. 5. The Auditor shall pursue the same routineün 
relation to all the necessary expenses of his office, and 
no money shall be drawn trom the Treasury unless the 
claim be audited, and signed by the Auditor. and Comp- 
troller, if under the amount of four thousand dollars, and 
by the Auditor, Comptroller and Governor, if over the 
sum of four thousand dollars, and made in conformity to 
appropriations made by law: Provided, nevertheless, That 
the General Council reserves to itself the privilege of or- 
dering payments on clainis, not within the provisions of 
this ordinance. l 

Sec. 6. That all claims on passing the General Coun- 
cil shall be signed by the President and Secretary, or 
the Governor if the Council is not in session, which shall 
be sufficient evidence to the Governor to countersign the 
corresponding draft on the Treasurer, after which the 
Auditor shall take the same, to his office, and place it 
on file, with such accompanying evidence as applies to 
said claim. 

. Sec. 7. That the Auditor shall keep a strict record of 
. all drafts issued on the Treasury, and have said drafts 
9* 
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numbered, and some particular letter on each, one by. 
which he could detect fraud or forgery, and set forth the 

consideration for which said draft was given, the amount 

thereof, whether for property lost in Public Service, ex- 

penses of the Civil Department of Government, or of the 

Military, if for the monthly pay of officers and soldiers of 
the army, or contingent expenses of the army. 

Src. 8. That the Auditor shall be and is hereby con- 
stituted a proper officer to administer oaths'in all cases 
appertaining to the proof of the claims which may be 
presented to him. to 

Sec. 9. It shall be thé duty of the Auditor to furnish 
any applicant a copy of any claim, record, or other pub- 
lic document in his office, upon the applicant paving him 
twelve and a half cents for each hundred words contain- 
ed therein. 

SEC. 10. 'The Auditor shall receive for his public ser- 
vices, the sum of one thousand dollars per annum. 

Sec. 11. That the committee on public accounts shall 
cease to act from and after this day ; that the committee 
on public accounts turn over all business before them to 
the Auditor, as soon as he enters upon the duties of his 
office. 

Sec. 12. That all ordinances, decrees and resolutions, 
passed by this house, regulating, governing’ or defining 
the duties of the, committee of public accounts, be and 
are hereby made applicable and in full force on the Au- 
ditor, except such as may come in contradiction with the 
foregoing ordinances. l 

Sec. 18. The Auditor shall keep a strict account of 
debts and credits: first, of each separate captain's com- 
mand, if in the military service; second, of the contin- 
gent expenses of the army and military department; 
third, of expenses of the civil department; fourth, and 
of the various revenue ports. 

Sec. 14. It shall be the duty and is hereby made the 
duty of the Comptroller, when any claim is presented 
him, approved by the Auditor as set forth in the forego- 
ing, to strictly examine it, having previously well inform- 
ed himself of the existing laws, and if found in all its 

arts consistent, and containing all the requisites of the 
aws, he shall write ** Approved" thereon, with the date, 
when acted on, and shall also enter the corresponding 
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draft of record in a summary way, setting out in whose 
favour drawn, date, letter, and amount after which he 
shall return the claim to the Auditor, that he may place 
it on file, according to the requisitions of the existing 
laws. 

Sec. 15. If on the examination by the Comptroller of 
any claim, presented in accordance with the foregoing 
ordinances, he shall find it not in conformity with the 
existing laws, he shall return it to the Auditor with his 
reasons in writing, and if the Auditor shall approve of 
the rejection of the Comptroller, he shall return the 
claim as if no action had been had thereon. 

Sec. 16. If any claim which may have been returned 
to the Auditor by the Comptroller, shall be still approved 
of by him, as filling all the requisitions of the laws, he 
shall pass it the second time and return it to the General 
Council, if 1n session, if not to the Governor, who shall, 
after an examination ofallthe facts, decide the virtue of 
the claim, and if admitted return it to the Comptroller 
for its proper disposition, and corresponding draft to the 
interested party. butif it be rejected by the Council or 
Governor it shall be finally rejected and remain as if no 
action had been had thereon. 

Sec. 17. It shall be the duty of the Comptroller to 
furnish the Treasurer on every Wednesday and Satur- 
day evening a copy of all minutes of drafts drawn upon. 
him from time to time, that he may be enabled to detect 
fraud or forging. ] 

Sec. 18. The Comptroller shall receive for his ser- 
vices the sum of six hundred dollars per annum. 

Src. 19. The Auditor and Comptroller before enter- 
ing upon the discharge of their respective duties, shall 
take and subscribe an oath, to faithfully discharge the 
duties of their respective offices in addition to the oath 
prescribed by the organic law. 

Sec. 20. The Auditor shall give bond in the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars, with approved security, for the 
faithful performance of his duties, payable to the Gover- 
nor and his successors in office, and the Comptroller 
shall give bond in the sum of eight thousand dollars, for 
the faithful performance of his duties, payable to the Go- 
vernor and his successors in office. 

Sec. 21. The Auditor and Comptroller shall report 
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the state of their respectiye offices once in every week to 
the Council when in session, or to the Governor when’ 
the Council is not in session. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 26, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 


E. M. PEASE, 

Sec'y of Gen. Council. 

Vetoed by the Governor, passed by a constitutional 
majority signed Dec. 99, 1835, 
| HENRY SMITH, 

Governor. 


C. B. STEWART, 
Sec’y to Executive. 
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An Ordinance and Decree establishing and imposing duties 
on importations and tonnage and for other purposes. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional. Govern- 
ment of Texas, That all that partof Texas from Balou’s 
Ferry, on the Sabine River, running with the line of the 
United States of America and Texas, until it strikes the 
Red River, (so as to include all the boundary of Texas) 
be and the same is hereby created and established a 
district for revenue purposes, and shall be styled and 
known asthe ** District of Milam.” 

And all that part of the Coast of Texas lying between 
the line of the United States of America on the River 
Sabine to the Western boundary line of Zavala’s Colo- 
ny, including ail bays, harbóurs, rivers, creeks and in- 
lets, within said limits be and the same is hereby created 
and established a district for revenue purposes, and shall 
be styled and known as the “District of Sabine.” 

And all that part of the coast of 'Texas between the 
Western line of Zavall’s Colony and Oyster Creek, in- 
cluding all bays, harbors, rivers, creeks and inlets, with- 
in said limits be, and the same is bereby created and es- 
tablished a. district for revenue purposes, and shall be 
styled and known as the ** District of Galveston." 
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And .all that part of the coast of Texas, from the 
mouth of Oyster Creek to the entrance of Cedar Lake, 
into the Gulf, including all bays, harbours, rivers, creeks 
and inlets, within said limits be, and the same is hereby 
created and established a district for revenue purposes, 
and shall be styled and known as the ‘District of Bra- 
zos." 2 

And all that part of the coast from the entrance of Ce- 
dar Lake into the Gulf of Mexico, to the Western line of 
the jurisdiction of Matagorda, including all bays, har- 
bors, rivers, creeks and inlets, within said limits be, 
and the same is hereby created and established a district 
‘or revenue purposes, and shall be styled and known as 
the ** District of Matagorda.” 

And all that part of the coast from the Western line 
of the jurisdiction of Matagorda to the, Gaudaloupe Ri- 
ver, including all bays, harbors, . rivers, creeks and in- 
lets, within said limits be, and the same is hereby cre- 
ated and established a district for revenue purposes, and 
shall be styled and known as the ** District of La Baca.” 
- And all that part of the coast from the Western line of 
the District of La Baca, as far as it may be necessary 
to include all the coast of the Government of Texas, m- 
cluding all bays, harbors, rivers, creeks and inlets, or 
other boundary line be, and the same is hereby created 
and established a district for revenue purposes, and shall 
be styled and known as the “ District of Aransas.” 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, and i ts 
hereby ordained and decreed, That Earles’ in the District 
of Milam, the Ports of Sabine, Galveston Bay, Brazos, 
Matagorda, La Baca, and Copano, be, and they are cre- 
ated and established Ports of Entry within their respec- 
tive districts. 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it ts 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That there shall be 
appointed by the General Council and Commissioned 
by the Governor, a Collector of the Port for eacn Reve- 
nue District, for the collection of all imposts and tonnage 
dues arising under this Ordinance, who shall, also, per- 
form the duties of Inspector, and shall reside within 
the limits of the District for which he shall be appointed ; 
and shall select the most suitable place within his dis- 
trict for the public convenience and despatch of busi- 
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ness connected with his office, and give notice thereof, 

by advertisement in the nearest newspaper to his port, 

for three weeks in succession. Also, it shall be the 

duty of the Collector of the Galveston District to cause 

all the different places selected for the collection of the 

Revenue, to be published in'one of the newspapers in 

New York, and in one of the newspapers in New Or- 

leans; the cost of which notices shall be allowed to the 

Collectors in the settlement of their accounts. And the 

Collector so appointed as aforesaid, béfore he shall en- 
ter upon the discharge of the duties of his office, shall 
give bond and security—to be approved by the Governor 
for the time being—for the true and faithful performance 
of his duties as such Collector, in a sum not less than 
twenty-five thousand dollars; which sum, when forfeited, 
shall be made payable to the said Governor or his suc- 
cessors in office, to be by him or them placed in the 
Public Treasury, and applied as cause may appear.— 
The said bond shall be filed in the Executive Office of 
Texas; and it may be sued on, and recovery had in the 
premises, for any amount of money or moneys, or other 
debt or thing due to and owing in the same to the Go- 
vernment; or any individual or individuals, body corpo- 
rate or politic: in like manner actions of trespass and 
damages may be had and maintained, in consequence of 
neglect of duty. The Collector of each port is hereby 
authorized to depute, if necessary, one or more respect- 
able persons to transact the business of his appointment > 
and the said Collector shall severally take bond and se- 
curity from each and every person so deputed, for the 
due and faithful performance of the respective duties as- 
signed to him or them by virtue of his or their appoint- 
ment; the said bond to be made payable, when forfeited, 

to the said Collector, as he must be accountable for their 
acts to the Government, in all matters that appertain to 
his office. 

SEC. 4. And be w further ordained and decreed, and it 
ts hereby further ordained and decreed, That the Collectors 
and Deputies shall, before they enter upon the duties of 
their office, take and subscribe to the following oath in 
addition to the oath prescribed by the Organic Law, be- 
fore some person legally authorized to administer oaths, 
viz: “I will use my best endeavors to collect all reve- 
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nues which may become due and owing to the Govern- 
ment of Texas from Impost Duties and Tonnage; and 
I will faithfully account for and pay over all such sum 
or sums of money as may come into my hands by virtue 
of my appointment, and I will duly perform all other 
lawful acts assigned to my said appointment to the best 
of my skill and ability." ) 

Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That there is imposed, 
assessed and levied upon all goods, wares and mer- 
chandize imported or forwarded from forcign port or 

orts, either by sea or by land, into any port, bay, har- 
io or river of Texas, or within the limits thereof, a duty 
of twenty-five per cent., ad valorem, on such as are enti- 
tled to a debenture in the port or ports from whence the 
same may have been shipped or forwarded, and a duty 
of fifteen per cent. ad valorem on such goods, wares and 
3nerchandize, imported -or forwarded as aforesaid, as are 
not entitled to a debenture in the port or ports from 

whence the same may have been shipped. 

Sec. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained. and decreed, 'That it shall be the 
duty of each and every person importing or introducing 
goods, wares and merchandize of any kind whatsoever, 
by seu or by land, or the consignee or consignees, or the 
master of the vessel in which.the same may be im- 
ported, or any and every other person or persons ha- 
ving charge thereof, on the arrival of the vessel or con- 
veyance in port, or within the limits of Texas, to lay be- 
fore and exhibit to the Collector of the port, or his de- 
puties, a certificate of export, manifest or invoice, and 
a certificate jof debenture (if debenture goods) of the 
merchandize, goods and wares so imported or brought 
within the limits of Texas; and the Collector, or his de- 
puty, shall require an oath or affirmation of the person 
or persons importing or introducing, or of his or their con- 
signee or consignees, that the said certificate of export, 
manifest or invoice is correct and true, and that no 
fraud or deception has been or is intended to be prac- 
tised therein; which, if satisfactory to the Collector or 
his deputy, shall be received as fixing the value of said 
goods, wares and merchandize ; if, on the contrary, the 
Collector or his deputy is not satisfied as to the truth and 
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correctness of the manifest, oath or affirmation he shall, 
at the cost of the owner or owners, or of his or their 
consignee or consignees, call upon and appoint two good 
and sufficient men who, together with the surveyor or 
inspector, shall proceed to examine said goods, wares 
and merchandize, and shall appraise, fix and establish 
the value and price thereof at what they would be rea- 
sonably worth at the port or place of their exportation 
or forwarding; and when the same shall have been so 
examined and appraised, the two appraisers and in- 
spector or surveyor aforesaid, shall make a certified re- 
turn of the value of said goods, wares and merchandize 
to the Collector or his deputy, who shall, thereupon, as- 
sess, impose and Levy a duty of twenty-five per cent., 
ad valorern, upon the said goods, wares and merchan- 
dize entitled to debenture, and imported or brought into 
Texas in the manner aforesaid; and the said Collector 
or his deputy shall, thereupon, assess, impose and levy, 
as aforesaid, a duty of fifteen per cent., ad valorem, on 
all such goods, wares and merchandize as are not enti- 
tled to a debenture, and shall collect the same from the 
owner or owners thereof, the person or persons import- 
ing or introducing the same, or the consignee or con- 
signees to whom the same may be addressed, or the 
master of the vessel, or the person or persons having in 
charge the conveyance in which the same may have 
been imported or introduced ; and the said goods, wares 
and merchandize shall be, and the same are hereby 
made liable for the said duties so imposed, assessed 
and levied—with the erceptton of whiskey, gin, rum and 
brandy, all of American mannfacture, on which there 
shall be, and there is hereby imposed, assessed and 1e- 
vied, a specific duty of twelve and a half cents per gal- 
lon : 

Provided, nevertheless, That all goods, wares and mer- 
chandizes imported or introduced, by sea or land, by 
any emigrant or emigrants, such as implements of hus- 
bandry, bousehold furniture and utensils, provisions and: 
stores and every description of machinery intended for 
"khe use of said entorant or'émigrants and ‘hot for sale; 
“and all ‘pubhe property of any: Kind: "Whatsoeéver,?ex- 
“probly and Ehowingly füiorted 6r 3utréduced for the 
use of thé Güverntüetit'óf Tetas (éxeeptisatlers* stores) 
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or belonging to the same, or whether expressly and 
knowingly introduced or imported for the use of the 
Army and Navy thereof; and all bacon, pork, bread 
stuffs, and lumber for building shall be, and the same are 
hereby declared free of all duty whatever, during the 
war. Forthe purpose of earrying into effect that part 
of this section, relative to the examination and appraise- 
ment of such goods, wares and merchandize with whose 
invoice prices the Collector or his deputy may not be 
satisfied, the said Collector or deputy is hereby au- 
thorized and required to administer to the two appraisers 
and inspector or surveyor aforesaid, before they enter 
upon their functions, the Oath to perform, duly and con- 
scientiously, the duty so assigned to them, to the best of 
their knowledge and ability. : 

Sec. 7. Be at further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That there shall be, 
and there is imposed, ‘assessed and levied, a tonnage 
duty of one dollar and twenty-five cents per ton on all 
vessels of and above ten tons burthen, arriving at any 
port or harbor of Texas from any foreign port—except- 
ing, only, vessels of war, letters of marque and reprisal, 
and ‘all vessels having to enter by stress of weather or to 
re-fit in order to proceed: on their voyage, or which may 
be wrecked ; Ead on ali vessels engaged in the coasting 
trade there shall be, and there is hereby, imposed. as- 
sessed and levied a tonnage duty of twelve and a half 
cents per ton; and in addition to the aforesaid tonnage 
duty, each and every vessel arriving at and departing 
from any port or harbour of Texas shall pay:an entrance 
fee of two dollars and a clearance fee of three dollars, 
severally and respectively,—the measurement for ton- 
nage of said vessels to be taken from their respective 
Registers and the duty to be paid accordingly. 

Sec. 8. Be it. further ordained and decreed and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That all amounts of 
duties under three hundred dollars shall be paid in cash, 
and for all amounts over three hundred dollars and not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, sixty days credit shall 
be allowed and given, and four months for all sums ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars—payment to be secured 
by bond and security to the satisfaction of the Collector. 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
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hereby further ordained and decreed, That all articles of 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of Texas shall be, 
and are free of all duty whatsoever. 

SEc. 10. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, 'That all bonds and 
securities for customs or duties, made and executed in 
accordance with the foregoing sections, shall have the 
force of a judgment from their date; and the Judge or 
other proper olficers, upon application of the Collector, 
shall issue execution immediately thereon, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 11. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That all Collectors 
appointed by virtue of this Ordinance and Decree, shall 
make quarterly returns to the Government of all import- 
ations made into their respective ports and districts, 
with the sums total of duties and tonnage dues amount- 
ing thereon, setting forth the income and expenditure 
with the proper vouchers for the same; and each and 
eve y Piiacipal Collector shall be entitled to receive ten 
per cent. on the amount of duties collected, as a com- 
pensation for discharging the duties of his office; which 
sum shall not exceed one thousand dollars per annum. 
Aud the said Collector shall receive such other perqui- 
sites as the Collector of the Porr of New Orleans re- 
ceives by virtue of his office, of all of which he shall keep 
a true and correct account and report the same in his 
quarterly returns to the Office of the Provisional Go- 
vernment. 

Sec. 12. Beit further ordained and decreed, and $t is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That it shall be law- 
fal for the Collector, in case it should be necessary, to 
call upon any civil, naval or military officers to aid and 
assist in the enforcement and execution ef these Ordi- 
nances and Decrees; that none of the officers aforesaid 
shall refuse or fail to give all the reasonable assistance in 
his or their power, to the Collector aforesaid, under pe- 
nalty of his or their being suspended from the office - 
which he or they may hold. 

Sec. 13. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That on conviction 
of any person or persons of smuggling or of an attempt 
to smuggle in goods, wares and mezchandize, with the . 
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intention of defrauding the public revenue, he or they 
shall forfeit said goods, wares and merchandize so at- 
tempted to be smuggled in—the cause to be decided in 
a ED way by the Judge of the Municipality; and 
the said forfeited goods, wares and merchandize shall be 
so.d at public auction by order of the said Judge or pro- 
per officer, tea days’ notice thereof to be given at the 
court-house door and two other publie places; one half 
of tlie nett proceeds to be for the use of the Gaver nment; 
one-fourth to go to the informer, and one-fourth to go to 
the Collector of the Port for prosecuting, &c. And the 
person or persons so convicted shall be subject to such 
other fine or fines as the Court having cognizance of the 
cause, may impose: provided, it shall not exceed one 
hundred per ceut. on the assessed value of the o goods, 
wares and merchandize so declared forfeited; and in 
default of payment of said fine or fines, the sul 1 person 
or persons so convicted, shall be im; risoned for a term 
not exceeding eighteen months—at tLe d.scr ton of the 
Court. All and every vessel or vessels of whatsoever 
kind or description, which may be found engaged in 
smuggling or aiding therein, shall be confiscated, and 
the misters and ail parties concerned or interested in 
the same shall be fined and impris:ned. 

Sac. 14. B: it further orlain:d and decreed, and it is 
er eby further orduruel and decreed, That the said Princi- 
pal Collectors shail be, and they are hereby authorized 
to pay out of the public monies collected by them, all 
the just and necessary expenses of their respective of- 
fices, to be submitte | to the Government in their quar- 
terly returns—the pament of a deputy not included, 
which must be defrayed by the Collector himself if he 
should judge fit not to act m person. 

Sse. 15. Be w further orlained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That the Collectors 
of eich District and the Collectors of the Ports of Entry 
and delivery of Texas, and all other officers belonging 
to the Revenue or Custom-House Department shall be, 
and are hereby clothed aud invested with all power and 
authority, in their respective districts and ports, requi- 
site and necessary to execute the duties and discharge 
the functions of their respective offices and stations, in 
order to secure more effectually the revenues aforesaid ; 

and they are hereby directed to perform such duties as 
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appertain to the same grade of officers in the ports and 
revenue districts of the United States of North Ameriea. 


Src. 16. Be it further ordained and decreed, and st is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That those Ordi- 
nances and Decrees establishing duties on imported 
‘goods, wares and merchandize, and duties on tonnage 
in the revenue districts and ports of Texas, shall take 
effect and be in full force from and after the day af their 
publication. 

Src. 17. Be w further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That an Ordinance 
and Decree entitled, ** An Ordinance and Decree im- 
posing duties on Importation and Tonnage, and for 
other purposes," passed the eighth day of December, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five instant, be, and the 
same is hereby repealed and annulled. 

Sec. 18. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That all the Collect- 
ors or Deputies, who may have given bond under the 
Ordinance and Decree passed the eighth of December, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five, which is repealed by 
the preceding section of this Ordinance and Decree shall, 
on or before the second day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six, give bond and security 
agreeably to the provisions of this Ordinance and De- 
cree—the bonds already given to remain, until that time, 
in full force; and on failure of any Collector or deputy 
to comply by the time aforesaid, with the provisions 
herein established, then his office shall be declared va- 
cant, and a new Collector or Deputy shall be appointed. 


Src. 19. Be it further -ordained and decreed, and it 1s 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That when any ves- 
sel shall be licensed or-registered in any port of Texas, 
it shall be the duty of the Collector, before issuing the 
said license or register, to make a record thereof, in a 
book to be kept for that purpose in his office; and he 
shall make a certificate of such record, referring to the 
book and page, upon the back of the license or register, 
under his hand and seal of office, for which registry he 
shall be entitled to receive five dollars for each register, - 
and two dollars for each license,—the said license to be 
renewed yearly: and the Collector aforesaid, shall also 
keep a copy or record of entrances and clearances of 
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each and every vessel arriving at and departing from the 
ports of Texas; also, the said Collector shall keep on his 
files or record, in a book for that purpose, all manifests of 
goods, wares and merchandize imported, whe:Ler subject 
` to duty or exempt therefrom} and of all articles exported 
from the district or port of which he is Collector, stating 
the quantity and description. l 

Sec. 20. B: it further orduined and decreed, and it 1s 
hory further ordained and decreed, That all vessels, of 
every kind and desciipti-n whatever, under twenty- 
one tons burthen, navigating and plying in the waters of 
Texas (excepting public ferries, boats and skiffs for 
privaie use,) shall be provided with a license, to be is- 
sued by the said Colieeiors and renewed. yearly: and 
all vessels, of every kinl and description whatever, of 
aud above twenty-one tons burth?n, shall be provided 
with a register, to be issued by the respective Collect- 
ors aforesaid, setting forth the build, place of construc- 
tion, names of owners aud muster, number of tons, and 
all the other requisites of said documeuts. i 

Sec. 21. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordaisel and decreed, That the Collectors 
of the revenue Districts of Texas shall be, and the same 
are hereby respectively authorized to nominate and ap- 
point Pilots, of experience and skill, to bring vessels into 
the po:ts and wuters of T'exas—the Collector to issue 
to the pilot or pilots so appointed, a license, to be re- 
newed yearly, t.r the lawful exercise of his cr tl.eir func- 
tions, for which a fee of two dollars each shail be paid; 
and that the pilot or pilots, so appointed and licensed, 
shall receive two dollars per foot for each foot of water 
that the vessel may draw, swhen safelv conducted. into 
said port-or waters. Any vessel entering any port of 
"Texas, where licensed pilots are. stationed, such vessel, 
the owners or captain shall pay half pilotage when he or 
they may not think proper to take a pilot; and all pilots 
who may refuse to pertorm their respective duties, with- 
out just cause, shall be suspended, and be forever ine- 
ligible to said office. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 27, 1835. 

; | JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, Sec'y toG. C. 
10* 
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Approved, December 27, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, : 
Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, i 
Secretary of Executive, 


Teaia 


An Ordinance and Decree the better to define and more per- 
manenily, to fix the boundary of the Municipality of Ma- 
tagorda. 

Be ü ordained and decreed, That the boundary line of 
‘the Municipality of Matagorda, which, heretofore, was 
a subject of uncertainty, shall be thus: 

On the East, beginning at the entrance of Cedar Lake 
into the Gulf of Mexico; thence, up the lake to the upper 
line of Harrison’s league of land; thence west, to Lind- 
vill’s Bayou; thence, up that Bayou to its source; thence, 
in a strait line to the residence of Jeremiah Dwyers; ; 
thence to the nearest part of the line of the Jurisdiction 
of Austin. 

On the North-Westerly—along the line of Austin tc 
the late established line of Jackson. 

On the West—along the line of Jackson to the Bay 
of Matagorda. 

On the South—It shall be bounded by the Bay of 
Matagorda and the Gulf, with all its peninsulas and 
islands, harbors, inlets and privileges. 

The foregoing Ordinances passed the Council Decem- 
ber 27th, enrolled and signed Dec. 28th, handed the Go- 
vernor same day, but was never returned by him. 


E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y to G. C. 


An Ordinance and Decree. appointing Collectors of Public 
Dues, and defining their Duties. 
Be 1t ordained and decreed, and it ts hereby ordained and 


decreed by the General Council of the Provisional. Govern- 
ment of Texas, That there shall be appointed, one Prin- 
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cipal Collector of Public Dues upon all lands given, 
granted or sold in Texas, for each of the Departments 
thereof, who shall have the power to appoint one or 
more deputies, as may be necessary for doing the duties 
of the office; which said Collectors shall give bond and 
security to the Governor and his successors in office, in 
the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars for his faithful per- 
formance, and may take such security from his deputies 
as he may think proper for his own safety: provided, 
that every such Collector and Deputy Collector shall, 
before commencing upon their respective duties, take 
the oath of office provided in the tenth section of the 
Organic Law of the Provisional Government of Texas. 

Src. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That the 
Collector of each Department shall make quarterly re- 
turns, and pay over all monies in his hands to the Trea- 
surer of Texas, deducting for his services as Collector, 
ten per cent. in the amount collected: provided, it shall 
not exceed one thousand dollars per annum; and shall, 
semiannually, make a full and general settlementof all 
his accounts in the same manner as other public accounts 
are settled: provided, that in settling, the said Collector 
shall be governed by the laws heretofore directing the 
mode of collecting public dues upon lands in Texas; and 
the functions of all persons heretofore, or at present, act- 
ing as collectors as aforesaid, are declared by this Ordi- 
nance to be at an end, and from and after the publication 
hereof, their acts null and void. | 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, óc. That 
the several Collectors shall be required to receive in 
payment for public dues on lands, such treasury orders 
as have been duly audited, passed and allowed agreea- 
bly to law, which shall be sufficient vouchers in the set- 
tlement of said Collectors to the amount of each treasury 
order: provided, that no Collector shall be permitted to 
purchase any such treasury orders, nor to have any suck 
orders allowed in his settlement, except such as have 
been received in payment aforesaid, which shall be spe- 
cifically stated upon the back of each order, the date, 
when transferred, for what land, number and quantity, 
and signed by the party who makes the transfer; and 
if any Collector shall be guilty of a violation of this or- 
dinance, on conviction thereof, shall be fined for each 
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and every offence, five hundred. dollars and be dis- 
missed his office. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, December 28, 1835. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Prest. of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved, Dec. 30, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor. 
Cuas. B. STEWART, 
Sec'y of Executive, 


An Ordinance and Decree supplemental to an Ordinance and 
Decree entitled, “An Ordinance and Decree appointing 
Collectors of Public Dues, and defining their duties. 

Be it ordarnet and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed by the General Council of the Provisional Gorcrn- 
ment of Texas, That the General Collectors of Public 
Dues upon Lands in the several Departmenis of Texas 
be required, and it is hereby made the duty of each 
General Collector, as aforesaid, to demand ou account and 
settlement with all aud every stamp officer or officers, 
receiver or receivers, collector or collectors of public 
dues upon lands, heretofore acting as such within each 
of their respective districts, and to demand and receive 
all money or monies from such stamp officers, receivers 
or collectors, as aloresaid, whose duty it shall be to ren- 
der a strict an l fair account to the General Collectors 
aforesaid, of all their official proceediags from the time 
of eich of their several appointments, and pay over all 
momes ia all and each of their hands, aud deliver over 
all of their official papers and publie documentis, of their 
and each of their respective offices to the General Col- 
lectors aforesaid, to be, by them, holden sulject to the 
future order of the Government of ‘Texas; and any such 
stamp officer, receiver or collector of public dues, as 
aforesaid, failing to comply with the provisions of this 
ordinance and decree on demand, or shall fra udulently 
suppress, withhold, or destroy any papers or documents 
connected with their respective offices, or withhold any 
monies, or an account thereof, shall, upon conviction 
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thereof before the competent tribunals, be fined in the 
sum of one thousand dollars, and be held in close con- 
finement until he deliver up all.such papers, documents, 
monies, or an account thereof, aforesaid, to the Court or 
General Collectors aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the two per centum duties‘on said sales, heretofore le- 
vied and exacted in some parts of Texas by judges, re- 
ceivers, collectors, stamp officers, or any other officer or 
officers, purporting to be officers of the Government of the 
State of Coahuila and Texas, whether existing by law or 
commen usage shall, from the date of this ordinance, 
forever cease ; and any officer of the Government of Texas 
exacting the same, shall, on conviction thereof, be pun- 
ished as an extortioner at common law; and all officers 
as aforesaid, who have monies in their hands arising from 
the exaction of such two per centum duties shall, on the 
publication of this ordinance and decree, immediately ren- 
der an account of and pay over to the General Collector in 
whose department he may be, all such monies, without 
fraud or further delay; and on failure to do so, being 
convicted thereof, shall be declared guilty of an official 
misdemeanor at common law, and punished as such. 

Sec. 3. And be it further ordained and decreed, &c., 
That all monies that may be received by the General 
Collector by virtue of this ordinance and decree, shall 
be accounted for in the same manner as provided for by 
the ordinance and decree to which this is a supplement. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, &., That 
all and every person or persons from whom such two 
per centum duties have been exacted since the first day 
of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
five, shall, upon application to the Auditor of Public Ac- 
counts, and the production of satisfactory and ‘legal 
vouchers, that they have paid the same, recover back 
all such two per centum duties so exacted and paid as 
aforesaid; and the Auditor shall, upon all and every 
such application, accompanied by legal vouchers, as 
aforesaid, issue his draft upon the Treasury for the pay- 
ment of the same. . 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 30, 1835. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, Sec’y of G. C. 


( 118 ) 


Approved, December 31, 1835. 
HENRY SMITH, Governor. 


€. B. Stewart, Sec’ry to Executive. 


Ax Ordinance and decree defining the boundary of the Mu- 
nicipality of Hurrisburg, and for other purposes. 

Be it ordained and decreed, and it ts hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Teras, That the boundary lines of the Munici- 
. pality of Harrisburg shall be, and they are hereby de- 
clared as follows, viz: Beginning at the entrance of 
Clear Greek into Galveston Bay, running up said creek 
with the line of the Municipality of Brazoria, and with 
said line to the Brazos Hiver; thence up said river to 
di upper line of a lengue of land granted by the Mexi- 

an Governimeni to Isaacs thence along said line to the 
Nort h-Bast corner of said league; thence northw ardly, 
to include the se tlemenis on Spring Creek, to the south- 
ern line of the Mumie ipality of Washington; thence east- 
wardly along said line of the said Munic ipality of Wash- 
ington, and so far eastwa idly as to intersect the line di- 
dividing the Department of Brazos and Nacogdoches ¢ 
thence southwardly v, woug said line to Galveston Bay; 
thence to the place ot beginning. 

SEC. 2. Bz it further ordained and decreed, That the 
Town of Harrisburg situate on the west bank of Buffalo 
Bayou within the limits described in the first section of 
this ordinance, shall Le, and is hereby made the place 
for transacting the judicial and municipal business of 
said Municipality, and for the deposite of the Archives 
of the same. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 30, 1835. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 


Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres't of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 


Sec'y of the Gen. Council. 
Approved, January 1, 1836. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 
C. B. STEWART, 


Exective Secretary. 
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Resolution requiring Chairman of Committee of Finance to 
act as Controller of Public Accounts pro tem., in case of 
that office being vacated. 


Be it Resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Finance be appointed, and is hereby required 
to perform the duties of Controller of Public Accounts 
pro tem, in case of that office being vacant; and that 
this Resolution be in force from and after its passage— 
any ordinance and decree, or resolution, to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 4, 1836. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 


Approved, 5th J anuary, 1836. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


C. B. STEWART, 
Sec'y to Executive 


S 


An Ordinance and Decree for the relief of M*Kinney & 
Williams. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Teras, That all articles of merchandize imported 
by the Firm of M‘Kinney & Williams into Texas, since 
the passage of “ An Ordinance and Decree laying im- 
post and tonnage duties," which shall appear from the in- 
voices aud bills of lading, or otherwise, to have been 
purchased and shipped before the passage of said ordi- 
nance and decree, be, and the same are hereby ex- 
empted from the payment of duties to which they may 
be subject by the. ordinance and decree aforesaid: pro- 
vided, however, that nothing in this ordinance and de- 
cree, contained, shall be construed to extend to any 
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goods or merchandize the said M‘Kinhey & Williams 


may hereafter import into Texas. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 4, 1836. 


JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio Pres’t of G. C. 
. E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, January 16, 1836. 
HENRY SMITH, 


Governor. 


C. B. Srewart, 
Secretary to Executive. 


An Ordinance and Decree to prevent the importation and 
emigration of Free Negroes aud Mulattoes mito Texas. 


Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of Texas, That from and after the passage of this 
ordinance and decree, it shall not be lawfnl for any free 
negro or mulatto to come within the limits of Texas; and 
if any free negro or mulatto shall hereafter be found 
within the limits of Texas, as aforesaid, aud it shall not 
appear that he or she was within said limits prior to the 
passage of this ordinance and decree, it shall and may 
be lawful for any citizen of Texas to apprehend said 
free negro or mulatto, and take him or her before the 
Judge or Alealde of the Municipality in which he or she 
may be so apprehended ; and upon satisfactory evidence 
being adduced, that such free negro or mulatto emigrated 
into Texas contrary to the provisions of this ordinance 
and decree, it shall be the duty of the Judge or Alcalde 
before whom such free negro or mulatto may be brought, 
to expose him or her to sale at public auction to the high- 
est bidder; and the proceeds of such sale, after paying 
one third thereof to the apprehender, and defraying the 
costs and charges attending the conviction and sale of 
such free negro or mulatto, shall be paid into the State 
Treasury. And it is hereby declared and made the 
duty of each and every Judge and Alcalde, and of each 
and every Sheriff and other officers of the Peace within 
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each and every Municipality throughout Texas, .so to 
apprehend and cause to be apprehended all and every 
such free negro or free. negroes, mulatto or mulattoes, 
offending against the provisions of this ordinance and 
decree; and that such officer or officers who shall so 
apprehend such free negro or negroes, mulatto ‘or mu- 
lattoes, shall be entitled to the same compensation that 
. is, by this ordinance. and decree, allowed.to citizens who 
may, by such apprehensions as aforesaid, render the 
like service. | MP 

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
it shall not be lawful for any master or owner of any 
ship or vessel, nor for any other person or persons what- 
soever, from and after the passage of this ordinanee and. 
decree, to import, bring or induce, or aid in importing, 
bringing or inducing any free negro or mulatto within 
the limits of Texas, directly or indirectly; and if any 
master or owner of any: ship or vessel, or any other per- 
son er persons whatsoever, shall import, bring, or other- 
wise induce, or aid, or abet in importing, bringing, or 
otherwise inducing any free negro or mulatto inte Texas, 
as foresaid, he or she so offending, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor at common law, and upon con- 
yiction thereof in any Court of Reeord within Texas, 
shall be fined in the sum of five thousand dollars, and 
imprisoned until the same, together with the ‘costs and 
charges of the prosecution, shall be paid. 
© Sec. 3. Best further ordained and decreed, and it is hereby 
ordained and decreed, That this ordinance and decree 
shall be regularly given in charge to Grand Juries 
throughout Texas; and the Governor be and is hereby 
required to have this ordinance and decree inserted 
three times in the New Orleans Bulletin. 

This ordinance was passeed January 5th, 1836, en, 
rolled and banded over to Governor Smith for approval- 


but never returned. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y to G. C. 


SUE | 


A Resolution changing the name of the Municipality of Te- 
nehaw to Shelby, and for other purposes. ` 
Be it resolved, by the General Council of the Prowmsional 
11 à 
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Government of Texas, That the name of the Municipality 
of Tenehaw be, and the same is hereby altered and 
changed to that of Shelby, and that all acts hereafter 
passed and business done shall be in the name of the 
Municipality of Shelby. | um l 
. Sec. 2. Beit further resolved, &yc., That the town of 
Nashville be, and. the same is. hereby made the Seat of 
Justice for the said Municipality of Shelby. — . | 
Suc. 3. Be further resolved, &c., That there shall be 
an election precinct in the eastern part of said Muni- 
cipality, and that the election in said precinct shall 
be held at the residence of James B. Tucker; and that 
hereafter, for all elections for said Municipality, polls 
shall be opened at said place, and correct returns of the 
votes given in be made to the Seat of Justice at Nasb- 
ville, by the persons superintending said elections. — 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 6, 1836. 
Signed January 11th, 1836. 
JOHN M-MULLEN, 
Pres't pro tem. of G.:C. 
Epwarp B. Woop, Du 
Sec’y pro tem. of G. C. 
Approved January 18, 1836. oe 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor. 


An Ordinance and Decree prescribing the manner in which 
all Claims held against the Provisional Government of ' 
Texas, of any kind whatever, by the Officers, Non-Com- 
-missioned Officers and Priates of the Volunteer Army of 
the people shall be presented for payment; and, also, to 
prevent fraud and imposition upon the Government. | | 
Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed by the General Coun- 

cil of ‘the Provisional Government of Texas, That it shall 
be the duty of each Captain, or any commanding off- 
cer, upon being discharged from service, or when any 
monthly or quarterly payment becomes due, shall make 
out a muster roll of his company, setting forth the names 
and rank of each officer, non-commissioned officer. and 
private, and the precise time they were in service, the 
day they entered the service, the day they were dis- 


! 
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charged, (if discharged) the Corps they were called (if . 
any) while in service, the place where the service was 
rendered; and said muster roll, with the facts as set 
forth therein, subscribed and sworn to by said ’com- 
manding officer and deposited in the office of the Ex- 
ecutive Department, and a certified copy of said muster 
roll to bé furnished by the Secretary of the Executive 
to the Auditor and Paymaster. Moe ae 
.. Sxc. 2. Be tt ordained and decreed, &., That any indi- 
vidual who produces dn honorable discharge and makes 
oath to the same, shall be ‘entitled to pay, although he 
may not have his name registered upon any muster 
roll: provided, nevertheless, he shall make oath of any 
money, horses, clothing and blankets, or any assistance 
which he may have received from any person or per- 
sons on committee or committees for'the purpose of 
aiding Texas in the present conflict; from whom re- 
céived, ‘arid of what amotint or value the same may be 
when it was received, and the amount or value thereof 
to be deducted from his pay, to which he may have 
heen entitled by an ordinance and decree in such eases 
made and provided. — — ^" ` | 
` Bec. 3. And be it further ordained and decreed, &., 
That the Paymaster. shall compel all officers, non-com- 
missioned officers and ‘privates, to take the same oath 
as contained in the foregoing ordinance, and. make the 
same deduction in their pay as set forth in ordinance 
aforesaid, provided they should have received any as- 
sistance as aforesaid. `` - Pu 
The foregoing ordinance passed the Council:Jan. 7th, 
and was enrolled and handed Governor Smith for ap- 
proval, but never returned by him. ü 
d - 7 E M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of G. C. 
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An Ordinance and Decrèe authorizing and Commissioni 
Tho. J. Chambers to raise an Army, &c., to be called 
« The Army of Reserve for the protection of the Liberties of 
' Texas” and for other purposes.’ | 
Sec. 1. Be it further ordained and decreed, and. it ts 
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hereby further ordained and decreed by the General Council 
of the Provisional Government of Texas, That, in addition 
to the provisions already made, for establishing and 
organizing an ** Auxiliary Volunteer Corps to the Army 
of Texas,” a division of volunteers shall be raised to be 
called the ** Army of Reserve for the protection of the 
Liberties of "Texas," . which shall consist of one thou- 
sand one hundred ànd forty-five men, officers included. 

That the said division shall be composed of six bat- 
talions, three of infantry, one of riflemen, one of cavalry 
and one of field or horse artillery. 

That the battalion of infantry, riflemen and cavalry, 
shall each be composed of four companies of seventy- 
one men, company officers included; and there shall be 
one Colonel, one Major, one Adjutant, one.Quarter-Mas- 
ter, one Surgeon, one Commissary, one Paymaster, one 
Sergeant-Major and one Drum-Major for each battalion ; 
and one Captain, two Lieutenants and -as many Ser- 
geants and Corporals for each company as the com- 
manding general of the division may deem requisite. 

That the battalion of Artillery shall be composed of 
four companies of thirty-seven men—company officers 
included, and there shall be the same number of field 
and staff officers as for the other battalions: for. each 
company there shall be one Captain, two Lieutenants, 
and the number of Sergeants and Corporals which the 
commandant general may consider necessary.  .. 

Src. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby further ordained and decreed, That to raise, or- 
ganize, arm, equip and command the said division of 
volunteers, a General shall be appointed and commis- 
sioned, whose staff shall consist of one Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, one Brigade-Inspector, one Brigade Quarter-Master, 
one Brigade-Commissary, one Brigade-Paymaster and 
two Aids. | 

SEC. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, and it is 
hereby ordained and decreed, ‘That the said General be 
furnished by the Governor with the requisite number of 
blank commissions for: the. several officers of said di- 
vision. E AEN | oe OE 
Src. 4. Be it. further ordained and decreed, and i às 
hereby ordained and decreed, That six pieces of field ar- 
tillery, four six.pounders and two twelves, shall be pur- 
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chased for said division, completely mounted for the 
field with caissons and other necessary appendages. 
Sec. 5. Be it further ordained and decreed, and 3t '1s 
‘hereby ordained and decreed, "Vhat the volunteers of the 
said’ division shall enjoy the same emoluments, be- 
nefits and privileges: for their services, and be subject 
to the same rules and regulations heretofore provided 
for volunteers. i | ., 
Sec. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed; and it 2 
hereby ordained anid decreed, That Thomas J. Chambers 
be appointed and commissioned, and he is hereby ap- 
pointed to raise, organize, arm, equip and take com- 
mand of the said division; that the pecuniary aid of ten 
thousand dollars which he has offered for the purpose 
be accepted, and.the public faith is hereby pledged for 
the same; and that he be authorized.and he is hereby 
authorized to raise the balance which may be necessary 
to arm, equip, provide and transport the said division 
by pledging the public faith of Texas; and it is re- 
‘quired that every exertion be made, in order that the 
said Army of Reserve may be able to take the field on 
or before the fifteenth day of May next. NE 
The foregoing ordinance passed the Council on 7th of 
January, was enrolled and handed Governor Smith for 


approval, but never returned. ! Apes 
| E. M, PEASE, 
"  «fBee'y of G. C. 
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An Ordinance and Decree authorizing and empowering 
Thomas F. :.M* Kinney. and Samuel M. Williams, of the 

firm of  M' Kinney. & Williams," to effect a Loan of one 
hundred thousand dollars, and for other purposes. 

Sec. 1. Wuezeas, certain Ordinances and Decrees 
have been passed, and instructions given Thomas F. 
M‘Kinney, to effect-a loan for one hundred thousand 
dollars, which are considered somewhat discrepant and 
inconsistent with each other; and whereas, it, is indis- 
pensable that all negotiations of this kind should be 
clearly: defined and well understood; therefore, 

11% 
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Be it ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ordained and 
decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional: Govern- 
ment of Texas, That Thomas F. M'Kinney and Samuel 
M. Williams, known as the firm of M‘Kinney & Wil-. 
liams, be, and they are hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to negotiate and effect a loan of one hundred thou- 
sand dollars, for and in behalf of the Provisional Go- 
vernment of Texas on the firm pledge of the. public 
faith and the public domain of the country, on the best 
terms consistent with the honor: and dignity of the Go- 
vernment aforesaid. 2 


See. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c;, That 
the loan so effected, may be negotiated as a temporary 
loan, payable in a time not less than one year, and re- 
deemable from the first permanent loans made for and 
in behalf of said Government, and at a rate of interest 
not to exceed ten per cent. per annum, or at the option 
of the said M*Kinney & William, directed by the best 
advices. The said loan may be made a part of the 
permanent loan authorized to be made by said Provi- 
sional Government, payable from four to fifteen years ; 
in which latter case, the Pubhe Agents to the United 
States of the North shall be duly advised thereof. 


Src. 3. Be it ordained and decreed, &c., That the said 
M‘Kinney & Williams are authorized and empowered 
to execute a bond or bonds agreeably to the provisions 
of this ordinance and decree, for the payment of the 
aforesaid loan, according to the terms which may be 
established: provided, that if the whole amount of the 
loan of one hundred thousand dollars cannot be effected, 
the said M‘Kinney & Williams are authorized to effect 
a loan ofa less amount—being governed by the prin- 
ciples aforesaid; and provided, also, that bonds for the : 
payment of the said loan, may be executed by the said 
M‘Kinney & Williams, conditioned to be received at 
par value in payment of any debts due Texas on lands, 
or other Revenues, in six months, from and after the date 
thereof. APP 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c. That 
the said M‘Kinney: & Williams shall be, and they are 
hereby authorized to retain, from the loan so effected, an 


» 
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amount sufficient to reimburse all the advances made 
. by the said M‘Kinney & Williams, for and in behalf of 
the Government of Texas, on settlement of the same 
as other public accounts. are settled. 

Sec. 5. And bé it further ordained and decreed, That 
fifteen thousand dollars out of the said loan, shall be re- 
tained, and placed in the hands of Thomas F. M‘Kinney 
as the agent of the Commissary General’s Department, 
under the same rules, regulations and responsibilities as 
are prescribed and required of the Commisary General 
by. the law creating that office. i 

Sec.. 6. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
all ordinances and decrees, resolutions and instructions, 
heretofore given to Thomas F. M‘Kinney upon the sub- 
ject of the loan of one hundred thousand: dollars afore- 
said, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. Be it further ordaimed and decreed, Yc. That 
the Governor be required, aud it is hereby made his 
duty, as soon as may be, to issue the proper commission 
to Thomas F. M‘Kinney and Samuel M. Wiliams, 
known as ‘the firm of M‘Kinney and Williams, together 
with such instructions as he may deem proper, not incon- 
sistent with this ordinance and decree, for the purpose 
of carrying the same into full effect. 

Passed January 8th, 1836. 


- JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Lieut. Gov. and ex-officio President of G. C. 
Approved, 10th January, 1836. - 
HENRY SMITH, 
Governor, 


#pwarp B. Woon, 
Sec'y pro tem. G. C. 


An Ordinance and Decree authorizing the purchase of cer» 
tain Armed Vessels of M* Kinney § Williams, and regu- 
lating the Naval service. . 

. Sue. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and it 1s hereby or- 

darned and decreed, by the General Council of the Provisional 

Government of Texas, That Edmund Andrews and Wil- 
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Ham P. Harris, or either of them, be,' and they are 
hereby appointed the Agents of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of ‘Texas, for the purpose of examining the condi- 
tion and equipment of the schooner ** William Robbins," 
a vessel belonging to the firm of M‘Kimney: & Williams, 
and if, after they shall have duly examined her, they 
shall be of opinion that said vessel can be useful in the 
public service, they, (the said Edmund Andrews and 
William P. Harris,) or either of them, are hereby fully 
authorized and empowered, for and in the name.of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, to ‘contract with: the 
proprietors thereof, and purchase the same at a fair and 
reasonable price, and report their acts and proceedings 
to this House. : 

SEC. 2. Be itfurther ordained and decreed, &c., That 
Edmund Andrews and William P. Harris, or either of 
them be, and they are hereby appointed the Agents of 
the Provisional Government of Texas, forthe purpose of 
examining the condition and equipnients of the schooner 
“c Invincible,” a vessel also the property of M‘Kinney & 
Williams, and if after such examination they shall be of 
opinion that said vessel is suited to the public service, 
by cruising in the Gulf, for the purpose of protecting our 
commerce or harrassing and destroying that of the ene- 
my, and can be purchased ata fair and equitable price, 
they the said Edmund Andrews and Wm. P. Harris, or 
either of them, are hereby authorized and empowered 
for and in the name of, the Provisional Government of 
Texas aforesaid, to purchase the same on such terms, as 
in za judgment the future means of the country will 
justify. 

SEC. 3. Be it further ordained, &c., That the naval 
system as adopted and practised in the United States of 
the North, be and the same is hereby adopted in Texas, 
and shall rule and govern our Naval Department. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained, &c., That should the 
said vessels “The Wm. Robbins” and “The Invinci- 
ble” be purchased, as contemplated in the second and 
third sections of this ordinance and decree, then and in 
thatcase the Governor is hereby directed to communi- 
cate the same to our public agents in the United States 
of the North, to govern them in their: purchases of ves- 
sels for the public service. oe 

| | 
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The foregoing ordinance passed the Council, January 
. th, and was enrolled and handed Governor Smith for 

_ approval. He returned it to the house with his objec- 
tion on the 8th January, when it was passed by a con- 
stitutional majority of the Council, as will be seen by re- 
ference to the Journal.. Theordinance was then handed 
s Governor Smith for signature, but never returned by 
im. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec’ry of Gen’l Council. 
An Ordinance dnd Decree for the better accommodation of 
the Claims against the Government of Texas. 

Sec. 1. Be 4 ordained and decreed, and it is hereby 
ordained and decreed, by the General Council of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, That the Treasurer 
shall immediately cause to be printed in a neat form 
and shall issue in discharge of claims against -the 
Government, and drafts on the Treasury, the amount . 
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in Treasury - 
notes, varying in specified value from one dollar to 
one hundred dollars, specifying on the face thereof, 
that they will be. received in payment for lands and 
other public dues, or be redeemed with any monies in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Suc. 2. Be it further ordained and decreed, by the au- 
thority aforesaid, That all collecting officers of this go- 
vernment, or agents entitled to receive monies due the 
government, are hereby required to receive the said 
Treasury notes, at their full value, for any monies that 
are or may become due to this government for lands or 
on the revenue of our ports, or in any way due this go- 
vernment: Provided, however, the collector or other 
agentoffering to pay into the Treasury such Treasury 
notes in discharge of the claims ofthe government against 
said collector or other agent, shall take and subscribe 
the following oath: - e 
* * T, A. B., do solemnly swear, that I have received 
the amount of. -——- dollars in Treasury notes of Texas, 
at their full value, as expressed on the face thereof, of 
persons tendering them in payment of dues to the go- 
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verament, that I have not directly or indirectly specu- 
lated on them or exchanged other money for them:” 

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, by the au- 
thority aforesaid, That the Treasurer shall be individu- 
ally responsible for allcounterfeit Treasury notes, which 
he may suffer to be imposed upon him or his agents, aris- 
ing from any negligence of himself or his agents, and for 
every act of his contrary tothe meaning and purposes in- 
tended by this ordinance. , 

Sec. 4. Beit further ordained and decreed, by the au- 
thority aforesaid, That it shall be the dutyof the Trea- 
surer to keep such evidencesof the precise amount, date, 
to whom payable, letter, number, and the correspond- 
ing margin, and have such other private marks as he 
thinks proper, on each bill to enable himself and his suc- 
cessor to detect forgery. . gr 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 7, 1836. 


Signed, Jan. 11, 1836. Sh 
ge t 3 JOHN M‘MULLEN, _ 
| , Pres't pro tem. of Gen’! Couneil. 
Epwarp B. Woon, . | i 
Sec’ry pro tem. Gen'l Council _ 

Approved, Jan. 20, 1836. i l 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor. 


> 


Epwarp B. Woop, 
Sec'ry to the Executive. 


Rare 


An Ordinance and Decree. creating a new municipality, to 
be called Colorado,.and for organizing the same. 

Suc. 1. Be tt ordained and decreed, and it is hereby ot- 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provision- 
al Government of Texas, That that part of the Municipali- 
ty of Austin, within the following bounds, viz:—Begin- 
ning at the crossing of the lower line of the Municipality 
of Austin, on the main Benard, thence Westerly on the 
line of Austin to the line of De Witt’s Colony, thence 
Northwardly on the line of said Colony to Buckner’s 
. Greek, thence down said Creek to the La Bahia Road, 
thence Easterly along said road tothe Middle Ground; 
between Mill Creek and Cummings’ Creek, thence on 
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the said Middle Ground to.the main fork of the San Ber- 
nard Creek, thence down the said Creek to the begin- 
ning, shall be, and the same is hereby made a new and 
separate Municipality, to be styled and known as the 
‘Municipality of Colorado,” with all and singular the 
rights, privileges, and immunities of other Municipalities 
of Texas. . V » l z 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and decreed, c. That Eli 
Mercer, Wm. D. Lacy, and Robert Brotherton, be, and 
they are hereby appointed Commissioners ‘to locate as 
the Seat of Justice or Municipal Town of said Munici- 
pality of Colorado, the town of Columbus, at which 
place the Judges of said Municipality shall hold their 
Courts, and the Archives and Records of .said Munici- 
pality shall be kept, and the said.Commissioners are 
hereby authorized and required on or before the first 
day of February, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty six, to hold an election for allthe Municipal Officers 
for said. Municipality, first giving reasonable notice of 
the time and of the places of holding such elections, and 
shall administer to each and every Judge, and other Mu- 
nicipal Officers so elected, the proper oath or oaths of 
office, and make report thereof to the Governor of the 
Provisional Government of Texas, immediately there- 
after. E 

Sec. 3. Be st further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the said Municipality of Colorado shall be entitled: to 
elect and send two delegates to the General Convention, 
to meet at Washington on the first day of March next, 
agreeably to the resolutions of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, calling a convention of the people of Texas. 

Sec. 4. Be wt further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the said Municipality of Colorado shall be authorized, 
forthwith to send either one of the delegates of the late 
Consultation, living within their boundary, as a member 
ef the General Council of the Provisional Government 
of Texas, who shall be entitled to all the privileges of 
members of said Council. . | 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 8, 1836; 

Signed, Jan. 11tb, 1836. L2 

"a n JOHN M'MULLEN, 

MEM President pro tem. of G. C 

EpwAzD B. Woop, Sec’y pro tem. of G. C. 
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Approved January 16, 1836. _ B E 
| JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor. 


Commenced 


A Resolution organizing. and appointing a Sutiler to the 
Army of Texas. 


Suc. 1. Be it resolued by the General Council of the Pro- 
visional Government of Texas, That there shall be a sut- 
tler appointed for the armies of Texas, and that this 
department of the military service shall, in all respects, 
be regulated and governed by the same rules and prin- 
ciples as govern and. regulate the practice in this de- 
partment in the UnitedStates of the North. 

Sec. 2. Be st further resolved, That the suttler so ap- 
pointed shall have power to appoint suttlers to act under 
him, at such points as the Governor or commanding Ge- 
neral may direct; and for the faithful performance of 
each sub-suttler so appointed by him, the suttler shall 
be acconntable, agreably to law, as aforesaid. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin January 9th, 1836; 


signed 22nd, 1836. 
JOHN M'MULLEN, 
President pro tem. of G. C 
Epw. B. Woop, ! 
. Sec’y pro tem. of G. C. 
Approved January 22, 1836. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor: 


ponte 


An Ordinance and Decree, supplemental to ** An Ordinance 
and Decree appointing a Collector of Public dues, and de- 
fining his duties.” 

Sec. 1. Be it ordained and decreed, and st is hereby or- 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provi- 
sional Government of Texas, 'That the Collector of Pub- 
lic Dues upon all lands, as set forth in the ordinance 
and decree to which this ordinance and decree is a sup- 
plement, be, and is hereby authorized and empowered 
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to receive, from any person or persohs, in payment of 
the amount which they owe this Government, any order, 
draft or claim which has been duly audited and drawn 
for, on the Treasurer of this Government; and if the 
order, draft or claim aforesaid, should exceed the 
amount of money. so owed by any person or. persons, 
then, and in that case, the said Colleetor shall endorse 
the same upon the said order, draft or claim, the amount 
of money paid by any person or persons to said Go- 
vernment, and take triplicate receipts of the same—one 
to be retained by the Collector, one given to the"person 
paying said debt, and the other sent to the Treasurer of ' 
this Government; and for the said Collector to set forth, 
in said receipt, the amount of said order, draft or claim; 
in whose name it.was drawn, and the date of the same 

Sec. 9. Be it further ordained and ‘decreed, and 4t 4s 
hereby ordained and decreed, by the authority aforesaid, 
That any person or persons owing this Government 
any money or monies, shall have the authority to pay 
all they owe, as aforesaid, whether the same be due 
or not; and the Principal Collector be, and is hereby 
empowered and authorized to receipt for the same,— 
taking care to receipt for the several sunis of money in 
the same manner as he would have done had he colleeted 
the same, as the several sums bécame due. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 15, 1836. 


JOHN M‘MULLEN, 
President pro tem. of G. C. 
Epw». B. Woop, 
Sec'y pro tem. of G. C. 
Approved, January 19, 1836. 
: -. JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor. 


` Resolutions providing for the Troops at Bexar. 


Sec. 1. Wuereas, the troops garrisoned at Bexar 
being without the nececessary provisiong and clothing 
for their support and comfort, and the probability of its 
being some time yet before the necessary supplies from 

12 : 
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our agents in the United States for the support, subsist- 
ence and use of the army will be received; and it being 
absolutely necessary to make immediate provisions for 
the sustenance and support of those troops at Bexar; 
and it being impossible to drive beeves and procure pro~- 
visions for their use, without horses,—thérefore; FS 
Be it Resolved. by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That Lieut. Colonel Neill, com- 
mandant at Bexar, be, and is hereby athorized and em- 
powered to employ as many. Mexicans, or other citizens, 
for the purpose of driving up beeves and procuring pro- 
visions for the troops under his command, as may be 
required for their support; and that this Government . 
shall respect the drafts of said commandant for the 
pay of the said men in his employ, as aforesaid : provided, 
that the said commandant cannot offer them any more 
money for their services as enlisted soldiers, or volun- 
teer troops, than the existing laws prescribe. MEC 

Sec. 2. Be w further resolved, c, That the sum of 
twenty dollars per month, to the Mexicans employed by 
the commandant at Bexar, for the purpose of getting 
beeves and other provisions for the use and support of 
the troops under his command, be, and is hereby ac- 
knowledged by this Government; and that the said 
commandant be, and is hereby authorized and empow- 
ered to draw for the pay of the said Mexicans, citizens, 
for their services as aforesaid. 

Sec. 3. Be tt further resolved, That John-W. Smith be, 
and he is hereby authorized and empowered to collect 
the sum of one thousand dollars of the public dues, or 
any money to that amount belonging to this Government. 
in the department of Bexar, and-to give the same to the 
commandant at that place; the same to be used for the 
‘support of the troops under his command—taking suffi- 
cient vouchers for the same, and report the same to this 
Goverament:. and also to the Collector of Public Dues: 
for that department. l 

Seç. 4. Be it further resolved, That an express be im- 
mediately procured, to take these resolutions to the 
commandant at Bexar; and that his Excellency James 
W. Robinson, acting Govexnor of Texas, be required to 


m 
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communicate with:the commandant at said post, and 
forward these resolutions to said commandant. 
2 "Passed at San ad de Austin, Jan. 16, 1836. 
JOHN M:MULLEN, 
` President pro tem. of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, Sec’ y of the Gen. Council. 
PEDIR: January 17, 1836. ' 
‘ 4 AMES W. ROBINSON, 


d Acting Governor. 
Eos B. Woon, 


. Bec'y of Executive. 


Ai ordinance dnd decree, entitled ** An Ordinanee.and De- 


cree for opening the several Courts of Justice, appointing 
| Clerks, Prosecuting „Attorneys, and de fining their duties, 


“Suc. i. Bei b ordained antl decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained and decreed by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That in conformity with the pow- 
ers vested in said Government by the sixth act of the 
organic law, courts of justice are :declared to be open, 
and required to exercise all.the powers and functions 
contemplated by the aforesaid sixth, act of the organic 
law, and that the suspension.of civil proceedings shall 
cease from and after this day: provided, nevertheless, 
under such regulations and restrictions as are hereinaf- 
ter ordained and decreed.. ` 

Src. 9. Be it further . ordained ad decreed, Sce That 
the judges of the several municipalities shgll hold their 
regular.terms of courts once, in. three months, com- 
mencing on Mondays, and continuing their terms of 
session until all the business of. the court is finished, or 
the docket gone through with. The. prosecution of 
all crimes and misdemeanors shall be regulated by the 
common laws of England, for which the courts of each 
municipality are to he governed: provided, nevertheless, 
that the body of the grand jury may be composed of 
fifteen jurors, to be taken from. that number first drawn 
from the whole panuel of jurors of each wizgicipality ; 
and in all cases -where it. may: be necessary to form. a 
jury, the court shall order the sheriff to summons talis- 
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men from the by-standers, according to. the common law 
practice. a | ` 

SEC. 3. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
all proceedings relative to successions, matters of pro- 
bate, et cetera, shall be regulated and governed agreea- 
ble to the principles and laws in similar cases in the 
State of Louisiana: provided, that no judge shall act as 
administrator, but ià all cases of intestacy the next of 
kin; and other principles of the common law shall pre- 
vailin the appointment of administrators and guardians. 
And the judges shall proceed to complete all unfinished 
business which remains on file, or of record of their pre- 
decessors, under the laws of Coahuila and Texas, in- 
cluding allappeals which have. been taken from their 
respective municipalities to the Superior Court, the 
records of which shall be returned to the courts of their 

respective municipalities, and trials thereon be had de 
novo: provided, that in all cases where new municipa- 
lities have been created, taken from one or more muni- 
cipalities, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the court of 
the old municipality to transmit all orginal papers, 
documents and transcripts of proceedings had in each 
case or suit; and all original papers and proceedings 
relative to successions, testamentary business of every 
kind, and all unfinished business and proceedings what- 
ever, belonging to or connected with the citizens of the 
new municipality, to the clerk of the court of the said 
municipality, to be regulated by the rules of practice in ` 
suits, as heretofore existed in the country. 

Sec. 4. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the first judge of each and every municipality, shall hold 
Probate Courts on the first Monday in every month, at 
the court-house or clerk’s office; and for executing no- 
tarial acts; taking judgments by confession, and trans- 
acting all other business which may be done without the 
intervention of a jury. 

Src. 5. Be tt further ordained and decreed, &yc., That 
any party dissatisfied with the decision made, or ver- 
dict entered against him, in any of the several courts of 
the municipalities aforesaid, shall have the right of ap- 
peal to ali of the several courts in the adjoining muni- 
cipalities, by paying all costs that may accrue by taking 
such appeal, and taking and subscribing the following 
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bath, viz: T, A. B., do. solémnly.swear that itis not-for 
the purpose-of delay that.I take this appeal, but because 
I firmly believe, that injustice has been done me.. 5 
$80.36. Bett further ordamed.and decreed, yc., - That 
all Alcaldes and Commissarios in: the. several Munici- 
pálities of ‘Texas, shall have jurisdiction in all civil cases, 
where the matter;in controversy does not exceed fifty 
dollars : ‘nevertheless. he shall have. the right'of :appeal 
if veither party is- dissatisfied, to:the Primary Judge’s 
Court of their respective Municipalities, upon.the same 
terms and restrictions as in the ‘5th section of this. Ordi- 
nance and Decree: and the Alcaldes and Commissarios 
shallhave the same jurisdiction in arresting and com- 
mitting offenders against the laws as.Justices of the 
Peace under the common laws of England. 

.Sgo.. 7. Be it further. ordained: and decreed, ge., That 
all Judges, Alcaldes and Commissarios, shall have 
power to enforce order, punish contempts in their courts, 
ina summary way by fine and imprisonment, and ail 
judicial aud: ministerial-officers, shall be officers of the 
peace in their respective municipalities. | 

. Sec. 8. Be u further ordained and decreed, &.,; That 
the. following persons and their property shall be pri- 
vileged from arrest, attachment, execution, embargo, 
and sequestration, in all civil cases, to wit: all officers 
and: soldiers: commissioned . or enlisted in the regular 
army- of Texas, or in the navy, for the time being ;'all 
public agents to foreign countries, all members and offi- 
cers of the General Council, and of the Provisional Go- 
vernment, while in attendance upon their official duties; 
and all the members of the late volunteer army until 
they return to their respective homes. NE. 

. Sec. 9. Be it further ordained’ and decreed, &c., That 
all judges, alcaldes, commissarios, and regularly ac- 
credited ministers. of the Gospel, of whatever denomi- 
nation, shall have the power to celebrate the rites of 
matrimony in their respective municipalities, which shal} 
be done in the presence of. net less than’ three disinte-. 
rested and reputable witnesses, certificates of which 
shall be made. and signed: by the said judge, alcalde, 
commissario, or minister of the Gospel, who. may cele- 
brate the same, tested by two or more witnesses pre- 
sent, one of which shall be given to the bride, and the 
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other filed with the archives of said municipality; and 
all marriages so celebrated, shall.be valid to all intents 
and purposes; in law and im equity. . And all marriages 
heretofore celebrated. by bond or otherwise, .under the 
heretofore. existing laws, are, in like manner, declared. 
and. decreed to be valid: provided, that all officers who 
have attended to the same, shall, on application of either 
party, or the friend of eithér party, file the bond or other 
evidence of such marriage, with the archives and records 
of the courts of their respective municipality ;; and: on 
failure to do so, within ten days after application is 
made, shall be fined, in a. summary way, in the sum of 
one hundred dollars—to be paid to the injured party ; 
and to be, in the same manner, fined from time to time 
within ten days after each application, until the same is 
done; provided, also, that all marriages heretofore en- 
tered into under the heretofore existing laws, shall be, 
and are hereby declared: legal, and the issue of. the par- 
ties legitimate. - , | | 8 

SEC. 10. Be it further ordained and decreéd; &c. That 
all fines in criminal cases in gui tam actions shall be 
enforced, agreeable to the principles of the common 
laws of England; and -the officer collecting the same 
shall pay it over to the treasurer of his respective muni- 
cipality. =: | 

Sec. 11. Be it further ordained and decreed, &e That 
juries for the several municipalities shall be drawn and 
summoned in the same manner, and made the same 
rules and regulations as heretofore practised in Texas ; 
and all witnesses shall be summoned and their attend- 
ance enforced, in the same manner as heretofore done; 
and all judges and the judicial officers shall have dis- 
cretionary power to continue suits, upon good. cause 
being shewn by the party applying for the same, under 
the same rule and restrictions heretofore practised. 

Sec. 19. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
all judges, alcaldes and commissarios shall have power 
to administer oaths of office, and legal oaths to persons 
in the army and navy, or wherever an oath is made ne- 
cessary by the laws in force; and all municipal officers 
contemplated by the sixth section of tke organic law, 
who have heretofore been required to give bond, shall 
give bond with approved security, and take the oath of 
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office prescribed: by law, for the faithful performance of 
their several duties: by 4 A 
Sec. 13. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
when ‘any action is brought, suit instituted, or-contro- 
versy arises, in any of the several courts of the different 
municipalities of Texas, either party, his agent or attor- 
ney, upon making proper application to the judge or 
clerk, that a material witness or witnesses is residing 
without said municipality, or without the jurisdiction of 
said court, the said party, his agent'or attorney, shall be 
entitled and receive a commission for taking the depo- 
sition of said witness or witnesses, after the manner and 
form heretofore in practice, or under the rules and regu- 
lations of the common law. : - A TUM 
Suc. 14. Beat further ordained and. decresd, &c., That 
the alealdes and commissarios of each and every muni- 
eipality in Texas, shall appoint a constable or other 
suitable officer, to serve all writs, citations, summonses, 
and execute all processes and orders issued. or placed 
in his hands by said alcaldes or commissarios ; and 
- shall give a bond in the. sum of one thousand dollars, 
payable to the Governor and his . successors. in office, 
with security to be approved by the said alealdes and 
commissarios, for the faithful performance of" his seve- 
ral duties, and the careful preservation of all papers 
placed in his hands, and take the same oath prescribed 
for all officers of this Government;.and the said con- 
stable or officer shall receive the same fees as sheriffs 
have heretofore received in similar cases, for his services. 
Sec. 15. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
the constable or other officer so appointed, shall have 
his appointment properly certified and. forwarded to 
the acting Governor, and receive his commission as all 
other officers. : ae 
Suc. 16. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
there shall be a clerk appointed for each municipality, 
and that the said clerk shall be appointed by the first 
and.second judge and alcalde, or a majority of ther 
of each municipality; and after so appointed, and the 
same duly certified and reported to the Governor, he 
shall.receive his commission as such. It shall be the 
duty of said clerk to take charge of the papers, archives 
and dockets of the judge's court, in his municipality; to 
record all deeds and other conveyances, register wills, 
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and keep & record of all suits and cases in the said 
judge's court: he shall copy all writs filed in the judge's 
court, issue- summonses for witnesses, and do all acts 
which clerks have to do în the superior or circuit courts 
of the United:.States of the No:th: he shall give bond in 
the sum of five thousand dollars, with security to-be 
approved by the judges and alcalde aforesaid; for the 
careful preservation of the papers, archives, records 
and-dockets so placed in his charge; and for the faith- 
ful performance of his several duties as clerk, and take 
the oath of office prescribed for all other officers of the 
Provisional Government of Texas: provided, that all 
‘writs shall be test of the last day of the term preceding 
the issuing thereof, and in the name of the first judge of 
each municipality, returnable to the first day of the 
succeeding term: provided, that the date of issuing said 
writ shall be noted in the margin, which shall be at least . 
ten days before the same is made returnable; and pro- 
vided, also, that the following shall be the style and form 
of all judicial writs, viz: | 
In the name of the people free and sovereign: 
To E. P., sheriff of the niunicipality of ! : 
We command you, that you summons, or attach, the 
body of A. B., so that he be and appear before 
.  » first Judge of the municipality of 
on the day of , in the year 
,at the town of , to 
answer to C. D. in a plea of : 
to his damage 
and as you faithfnlly execute this,.so you will answer 
Witness E. F. our said 
Judge of the aforesaid municipality, on the day of 
A. D., | at the 


town of 
G. H., Clerk. 


Issued on | A. D. 

Src. 17. Beit further ordained and decreed, &c. That 
there shall be one Prosecuting Attorney of each muni- 
cipality,to be appointed ‘afier the same manner as.the 
clerk of the Court, whose duty it shall be to prosecute 
in the name of the people, all offences cognizable in the 
courts of the several municipalities. | | 

Src. 18. Be i further ordained and decreed, &c.. That 
the following shall be the fees of the municipal officers 
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here named, to wit: The Judges of the cóurt.of each 
municipality shall be entitled to a salary of one hundred : 
dollars per annum, in addition to the.fees arising from 
the Notarial Acts, and as Probate Judge"—which shall 
be two dollars for each time he shall sign his name as 
Notary Public; and five dollars if he. should write the 
instrument to which he may so sigu his name. 

The clerk's fees as follows, viz: For each and every 
Deed, Transfer, or other conveyance of real or personal 
property recorded, and entering certificate npon the 

ack of the same, two dollars; for each. copy of Peti- 
tions and Writs, one dollar, to be taxed in the bill of 
costs against the party castin court; for every summons 
for witnesses, fifty cents, to be taxed in the same man- 
ner. Foreach commission for taking the depositien of 
witnesses; one dollar twenty-five cents, to be also taxed 
in the bill of cost against the party cast, and the same - 
fees in criminal as in civil cases; and for all other servi- 
ces reb dore by said clerk, he is to charge and receive 
the. same compensation in proportion to the fees inithe 
above named cases; and in all cases to be taxed by the 
judge. . | 

‘Prosecuting Attorney's F'ees.—F or drawing and prose- 
‘cutting: every indictment in cases of felony, under the 
common law of England, twenty dollars; and for mis- 
demeanors, ten dollars; and where the criminal is ac- 
quitted or unable to pay the same, it shall be paid out of 
the fines imposed by the Court, or public funds of or 
belonging to this government, in the municipality where 
he is appointed. The sheriff's fees to be the same as 
heretofore received, except in the collection of debts, 
which shall be as follows:—for all sums -under five 
hundred. dollars, five per cent.;. over five hundred dol- 
lars, and under one thousand dollars, three per cent. ; 
over one thousand dollars, two per cent. | 

Sec. 19. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c. That 
the court and bar, in every municipality, shall make 
and adopt their own rules and practice: Provided, 
nevertheless, no rule shall be adopted which will be in 
violation of, and contrary to any principle of law, now 
in force as contemplated by this ordinance and decree. 

Sec. 20th. Be it further ordained and decreed, §c., That 
courts shall be holden in each municipality in Texas, so 
soon after the publication of this ordinance and decree, 
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às the citizens can be notified of the'samie; and a jury 
drawn, and sàmmoned as pointed out in this ordinance 
and decree: ‘and it shall be the duty of the judges 
aforesaid, to carry the saine into effecte © > 
See. 21. Be. wu ordained and ‘decreed, &c., "That the 
Alcaldes and Commissarios shall be entitled to' the 
same fees as the Primary Judge in the first instance 
heretofore received for all. sums under fifty dollars. 
Sie. 99. Be it further ordained and decreed, §¢., That 
from and after the passage of this ordinance’and ‘decree, 
nó person shall be admitted to-practice in: law in-an 
Courts of 'l'éxas, without having undergone an exami- 
nation before three’ practising attorneys. in each muni- 
eipality, to bé appointed-by the the judge. thereof for 
that purpose, touching his abilities and fitness, and shall 
obtam' a license from ‘them, to practice the law in the 
: courts of Texas, aforesaid + Provided, nevertheless, "Phat 
each and every stranger who has obtained a license to 
practice in any of the superior courts of the United 
States, and shall exhibit said license or à certificate . 
from some clerk or judge of some superior court of law 
and chancery in the United States of the North. that'he: 
has practiced, and was duly authorized to practice the 
iaw in said courts of law and chancery, shall be admit- 
ted to practice in the several courts of Texas. > : 
Sec. 23. Be it further ordained and decreed, &c., That 
each and every attorney admitted to practice, in addi- 
tion to" the oath presented by the Organic Lawy shall 
take and subscribe tlie following oath: — ^^ ^ ont 
*T, A. B., do solemnly swear, that I will honestly 
and faithfully demean myself in the practice of the law, 
according to the best of my skill and judgment.” : -i~ 
Src. 24. Be it ordained and decreed, &c., ‘That marriage 
fees, from and after the passage of this ordinance and 
decree shall be five dollars. | s 


Passed at San Felipe de Austin January 16th, 1836. . 
JOHN M:MULLEN, . 
President pro tem. of G..C. 
E.M.PEASE, . Z2 

See'ry of Gerl Council. > 
Approved January 22,1836. —— l A 
i JAMES W. ROBINSON, 

Acting Governor, 
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- manche Indians: | oV tun 

Sec. 1. Resolved by the General Council of the Protision~ 
al Governinent: of Texas, That five commissioners be 'ap=- - 
pointed to make^and enter into: a. treaty: of amity and: 
comrerce, on the part of this Government, with the Co- 
manche Indians: provided, nevertheless, said ‘treaty, 
when so made and entered into, shall be subject te the: 
examination of the Government of Texas, either to be 
ratified or rejected: by this Government, or that which 
may succeed it. o os uto 4o 

Src. 2. Be it further resolved, &c., That the said come . 
missioners be,'and are hereby required :to repair imme- 
diately to the city of Bexar, for the purpose. of meeting 
‘and’ treating with the said Indians on the most favora- 
"blé terms, in order to secure their friendship, and at the 
same time not to sacrifice the interest of . Texas, or cur-- 
tail the rights and privileges of her citizens. 

‘Sec. 9. Be it furthér resolved, &., That the sum of- 
‘five hundred dollars be, and is hereby appropriated for 
the expenses of said treaty, and to carry the same into- 
effect; and that John W. Smith, or the collector of pùb- 
lic dues for the department of Bexar, or either of them 
be, and is hereby authorized, and fully empowered,. to 
collect the aforesaid sun: of five hundred dollars, from 
any person or persons indebted to this Government, or 
from any person or persons having im their charge:or 
possession, any money or monies belouging in any man- 
her to this Government; and to deliver and pay over 
said sum of money, when so collected, to the commis- 
sioners contemplated by these resolutions, taking dupli- 
-cate receipts from said commissioners for the same; one: 
to be retained by himself, and the other forwarded to 
the treasurer of ‘Texas; and, also, to report the same to- 
the acting Governor and Council. | 

Bec. 4. Be it further resolved, (yc., That the acting Go- 
vernor of Texas, James W. Robinson, be, and is hereby 
required and instructed to commission or otherwise ap- 
point the commissioners who are to carry into effect the 
treaty contemplated by these resolutions, upon receiving 
a report of their electión by the General Council, and 
'to give said commissioners such instructione as he may 
deem expedient, in order to effect the object set forth in 


Resolutions appointing Commissioners to treat with the Co- 
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the foregoing resolutions, and provided the same shalf 
not be incompatible with the object herein set forth ; and: 
that his excellency the Governor be further required to 
notify said commissioners of their appointment, and or- 
der them to proceed directly to the city of Bexar, to 
make and enter into said treaty, as herein prescribed and 
set forth: l ME 

Sse. 5. Be it further -resolved, &c., 'That a certified 
copy of the foregoing report and resolutions be furnished; 
the Governor, immediately upon their passage; to be 
forwarded to said commissioners by tie secretary of 


the General Council. | 
Adopted and passed in council at San Felipe de Aus- 


tin, January 17th, 1836. | | 
: | JOHN M:MULLEN, 
Pres't pro tem. of G. C. 
E. M. Pease, mE 
Sec’y to Gen. Council. 


Approved January 17, 1836. | 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 


Ácting Governor. 


Epwarp B. Woop, 
Sec'ry to the Executive. 


Resolution requiring the late Governor, Henry Smith, to de- 
liver up the Papers, Records, §c., of the Executive Depart- 


ment, and for other purposes. L 
Sec. 1. Be it resolved, by the General Council of the 


Provisional Government of Texas, 'That the late Governor, 
Henry Smith, be, and is hereby required, within two 
hours after notice thereof given, to surrender possession 
of all the papers, records, ‘public correspondence, and 
public documents of every kind, belonging to ithe. Ex- 
ecutive Department of Texas, or cause the same to be 
delivered to the proper officer of this Government, who 
. is authorized to receive the same; and that due notice of 
this resolution. shall be given the late Governor, Henry 
Smith, aforesaid, with the name of the officer who is.au- 
thorized to receive the papers, documents, &c., as afore- 


said. | 
SEC. 2. Be it further. resolved, Qc, That if the said: 


i 
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1 
Henry Smth, shall refuse to comply with the reqüisitions . 
of the foregoing resolution, within the time prescribed 
therein; that the acting Governor be, and he is hereby re- 
quired and instructed to have said papers, records, públic 
correspondence and documents aforesaid, immediately 
taken from the possession of the late Governor, aforesaid, 
and placed in the charge and safe keeping. of the secre- 
tary pro iem. of the Executive, Edward B. Wood; and 
for the same to be done by-the. proper officer of this Go- 
'vernment, as aforesaid, who shall receive the same; and 
who, in case of resistance, shall call-to his aid the power 
of the country, all officers of the civil and military; and 
all citizens of the country, who shall obey the call of 
said officer in the execution thereof. 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 17, 1836. 


.JOHN M:MULLEN, 
= Pres’t pro tem. of Gen'l Council, 
E. M, Pease, | 
| Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, Jan. 17,1830. |. ^ E 
JAMES: W. ROBINSON, 
P. Acting- Governor, 
Epwanrp D. Woop, 
Secretary to Executive. 


A Resolution for appointing æ Committee of Finance, and 
2 defining ther duties: 

Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional . 
Government of Texas, .That a Committee of Finance shall 
be appointed, to consist of four members, who, in the 
event of thére not being a quorum of the Council pre- 
sent, shall be; and sre hereby authorized to pass and 
allow accounts and claims against this Government, un- 
der the same rules and restrictions the General Coun- 
cil has heretofore done; and they .shall be, and are 
hereby, vested with the:same equitable powers that 
now rest in the General Council; and shall have power 
to draw for contingent expenses, and to do all other acts 
as fully and completely connected with the object of 
their appointment, as the General Council has hereto- 

3 
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fore done; and that the President of the Council shall 
be, ez-officio, a member of said committee. : 
Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 17, 1836) _ 
f . JOHN M'MULLEN, 
President pro tem. of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y of Gen. Council. 
Approved January 17, 1836. 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor:. 
E»wAzp B. Woop, 
ww! Sec’ry to Executive. 


A Resolution for appointing an Advisory Committee of the 
Council, and for other purposes. 


Be it resolved by the General Council of the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That a committee of five shall be 
appointed to act, in the event of there not being a quo- 
rum of the members of the Council present, to provide 
expresses for the acting Governor, James W. Robinson, 
to send for absent members of the General Council, and 
to aid and counsel the Executive, aforesaid; in giving 
advice and instructions to the foreign agents of this Go- 
vernment, to assist in making and carrying into effect 
the Indian treaties; and to aid, advise and assist in all 
other matters connected with the Executive Depart- 
ment, in which the General Council would be required: 
to advise instructions, and to advise and assist in any 
manner or form whatever, wherein the General Council 
should act co-operatively with the Executive. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 17, 1836. 


JOHN M'MELLEN, | 
President pro tem. of G. C. 
E. M. PEASE, 
Sec'y to Gen. Council. 
Approved, 17th January, 1836. I 
JAMES W. ROBINSON, '' 
Acting Governor. 
Xpwarkp B. Woop, 2 
Sec’y to Executive. 
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A Resolution gwing certain powers to the acting Governor, 
in the event of there not being a quorum of the Council 
present. 

Be it resolved by the General Council cf the Provisional 
Government of Texas, That in the event of there not be- 
ing a quorum of the Council present, the acting Go- 
| vernor of Texas, by and with the consent of the Ad- 
visory Committee, be, and is hereby clothed with full 
and ample power to enforce and carry into effect, all 
ordinances, laws and resolutions passed, adopted, or 
enacted by the General Council of the Provisional Go- 
vernment, and all other laws of Texas; and, also, tø 
appoint and commission any officer or officers that may 
be necessary to fill any vacancy that has or may occur 
in the same time: provided, nevertheless, said appoint- 
ment, so made by the Executive, shall be at an end on 
the assembling of a quorum of the General Council, 
unless said appointment should be ratified and con- 
firmed by the General Council, upon so assembling. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 17, 1836. 

JOHN M:MULLEN, 
President pro tem. of G. C. 
E. M. Pzasz, 
See’y to Gen, Council. 

Approved, January 17, 1830. 

JAMES W. ROBINSON, 
Acting Governor. 

Epwnp. B. Woop, 

Sec’y to Executive. 


An Ordinance and Decree creating the Office of Marshal 
of Texas, and defining his duties. 

Sec. 1. Beit ordained and decreed, and it is hereby or- 
dained and decreed, by the General Council of the Provision- 
al Government of Texas, That there shall be appointed 
a Marshal for the Provisional Government, whose pow- 
ers shall extend over the whole of Texas, in the dis- 
charge of his duties, as hereinafter described; and the 
said Marshal be, and is hereby, authorized to appoint 
as many deputies as he may deem necessary to carry 
anto effect the duties of his office. 
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Sec. 2. Be tt further ordained, &c., That it shall be 
the duty of the Marshal so appointed, to execute all 
process from the General Council incident to the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, according to the usages of the parlia- 
ment of England, or of the Congress of the United States 
of the North; and it shall also be the duty of said Mar- 
shal to execute all orders and process from the General 
Council, connected with their capacity as a high court 
of Admiralty; and by himself and his deputy, to exe- 
cute all proceedings which shall be issued by any court 
in Texas, against sheriffs or other public officers; and 
‘to do and perform all acts incident to the office and du- 
ties of a marshal in the several States, or United States 
of the North, in the several courts and municipalities of 
Texas; and that said marshal be, and is hereby re- 
quired to give bond in the sum.of twenty thousand dol- 
lars, payable to the Governor and his successors in office, 
and take the oath of office prescribed for all officers of 
this Government: provided, also, that said Marshal shall 
be subject to such rules, regulations and restrictions as 
the General Council shall or may, from time to time, 
impose and adopt, or order and direct; and that said 
Marshal shall receive and be allowed for his services, 
so much as the General Council shall deem his services 
to be worth, until stated fees of office shall be fixed by 
the Government, in accordance with high trust and 
responsibilities of the office. 

Passed at San Felipe de Austin, Jan. 17, 1836. 


JOHN M-MULLEN, 
| President pro tem. of G, C. 
E. M. Pease, 
Sec'ry of General Council. 
Approved, January 17, 1836. : 
n JAMES W. ROBINSON, 


| Acting Governor. - 
Epwp. B. Woon, 


. .Rec'y to Executive. 
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EXECUTIVE ORDINANCE.. 

Whereas, we, the people of Texas, through our dele- 
gates in General Convention assembled, for the pur- 
pose of framing a Constitution, and organizing a 
‘Government under that Constitution, fiee, sovereign 
‘and independent; and finding, from the extreme emer- 
gency of tke case, and our critical situation, that it is 
2 duty we owe to our fellow-citizens and ourselves, 
to look upon our present danger with a calmness un- 
rufüed, and a determination unsubdued; and at the 
same time, to pursue a prompt and energetic course 
for the support of our liberty and protection of our 
property and lives; therefore, | 
lst. Resolved, That we deem it of vital importance to 

forthwith, form, organize and establish a Government, 

“ad interim," for the protection of Texas, which shall 

have full, ample and plenary powers to do ali and every 

thing which is contemplated to be done by the General 

‘Congress of the people, under the powers granted to 

them by the constitution, saying and excepting all legis- 

dative and judicial acts, | 

2nd. Resolved, ‘That said Government shall consist 
oi a chief executive officer, to be stvled the * President 
_ of the Republis of Texas;” a Vice-President, Secretary 
of State, Secrotary at War, Secretary of the Navy, Se- 
cretary o£ the Treasury, and Attorney General, whose 
salaries shall be fixed and determined by the first Con- 
gress of ine Republic. . 

Src. Resolved, That all questions touching the pow- 
ers hereby confided to these officers, shall be decided by 
a majority of said officers, 

4th. Resolved, "That the President be elected by this 
convention: and that the candidate or individual having 
a majority of the whole number of votes given in, shall 
be, and is hereby, declared to be duly elected. 

5th. Resolved, That the Vice-President, the’ aforesaid 
Secretaries and Attorney General, be clected by this 
Convention, a majority of the whole number of votes 
being requisite to a choice. 

6th. Resolved, That the members of this body vote 
for the above named officers “ viva voce.” 

7th. Resolved, That the officers so clected, be required 
to take the oath prescribed by the Constitution. 

12* 
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8th, Resolved, That the President, by and with the 


advice and consent of a majority of his cabinet, shall 
have the appointment of all officers, civil, military and 
naval, for, and during, the existencé of the Government 
“ad interim.” 

9th. Resolved, That the Government aforesaid, shall 
be invested, and they are hereby, invested with full 
powers to create a loan, not to exceed one million of 
dollars; and to pledge the faith and credit of the Repub- 
lic, and the proceeds of the sale of the public lands, for 
the repayment of the same, with the interest thereon. 

10th. Resolved, That the President and his cabinet 
shall have full power to appropriate the funds of Texas, 
to the defence of the country, by raising and supporting 
the ary and navy, making fortifications, &c. 

11th. Resolved, That said officers hold their offices 
until theitguccessors are chosen and qualified. — 

12th. Regived, That the President, by and with the 
advice and cyysent of his cabinet, shall have power to is- 
sue writs of ection for senators and representatives, 
at ah earlier da).than that fixed by the constitution, and 


convene them as won after the election, as may be con- 
venient. 


S 
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13th. Resolved, ‘That said Government have ample 
and plenary powers N enter into negotiations and trea- 
ties with foreign powey, 

14. Resolved, That he President and his cabinet 
have power to appoint \ommissioners to any foreign 
power. 

The foregoing fourteen Yesolutions were adopted in 
convention of the people o\Texas, assembled at the 
town of Washington, on the X6th day of March, in the 


year of our Lord one thousand vight hundred and thirty- 
Six. 
NICHARD ELLIS, 


` Presideat of the Convention. 
Attest, H. S. KIMBLE, i 


Secretary. 
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e 
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of Public Dues, and defining their duties, — - 
An Ordinance and Decree, supplementary to an 
Ordinauce and Decree, entitled, “An Ordinance 
and Decree, appointing Collectors of Publie 
Dues, and defining their duties, - - - 
An Ordinance and Decree, defining the boundary 
of the Muntipsuy. of Harrisburg, and for other 
purposes, -~ - - 
Resolution, requiring the Chairman of Committee of 
Finance to act as Controller of Publie Accounts, 
pro tem., in case of that office being vacated, - 
An Ordinance and Decree for the relief of M-Kin- 
ney & Williams, - - - 
Àn Ordinance and Decree, to prevent -the importa- 
tion and emigration of free Negroes and Mulat- 
toes into Texas, - - - - 
Resolution, changing the name Sf the Municipality 
of Tenehaw to Shelby, and for other purposes, 
An Ordinance and Decree, prescribing the manner 
_in which all claims held against the Provisionat 
‘Government of Texas, of any kind whatever, 
iby the officers, non-commmissioned officers and 
privates of the Volunteer Army of the people, shall 
‘be presented for payment; and, also, to prevent 
raud and imposition upon the Government; - 
An Ordinance aud Decree, authorizing and com- 
missioning Thos. J. Chambers to raise an army, 
&c., to be called “ The Army of Reserve, for the 
protection of the liberties of Texas,” and for other 
purposes, - - - - - = 
An Ordinance and Decree authorizing and empow- 
eriag Thomas E, M‘Kinney & Samuel M. Wil- 
liams, of the firm of M‘Kinney & Williams, to 
effeet a lean of one hundred thousand dollars, 
and for other purposes, ' - - 07 7 
An Ordinance and Deeree, authorizing the purchase 
of certain armed vessels of M*Rinney & Wil- 
liams, and regulating the Naval Service, - - 
‘An Ordinance and Decree, for the better accom- 
modation of the claims against the pon 
‘of Texas,  - 2 n » 
An Ordinance and Decree creating a new Munici- 
pality, te be called Colorado, and for organizing 
the same, - >- ~ " n s 
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A Resolution, organizing and appointing a Suttler 
to the army of Texas, - ENS 


An Ordinance and Decree, supplemental to «An 


Ordinance and Decree appointing a Collector 
` of Public Dues, and defining his duties,” - 
Resolution, pyoviding for the troops at Bexar, - 

' An Ordinance and Decree, entitled, ** An ‘Ordi- 


- nance and Decree for opening the several Courts © 


d of Justice, appointing Clerks, Prosecuting Attor- 
neys, and defining their duties, ‘&c, - c 


Resolution, appointing Commissioners to treat with 
the Comanche Indians,- .- 5 i best 


Resolution, requiring the late Governor, Henry ' j 


Smith, to deliver up the papers, records, &c., of 
the Executive Deparanont, and for otlier pur 
poses, =- 
A Resolution for appointing a Committee of Fi- 
nance, and defining their duties,  - - 
A Resolution for appointing an- Advisory Commit. 
i tee of the Council, and for other purposes,  - 
A Resolution, giving certair powers to the acting 
Governor, in the event of there not being a quo- 


Marshal of 'l'exas, and aeimung his OMES: - 
Executive Ordinance, - . S 
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rum of the Geuncil present, .- .- «+ oan. 
ene “Aad Ordinance and Decree, creating the office of: 
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